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The Trustees of the Library are currently:

Dr T. P. Hardiman (appointed 1991, 
elected Chairman March 1998)

Sir Marc Cochrane (appointed 1988) 

Dr Sandra Collins (appointed July 2015) Ex officio 

Dr Catherine Day (appointed November 2015)

Dr Dermot Desmond (appointed July 1991) 

Dr Patricia Donlon (appointed October 2011) 
Ministerial appointee

Dr Declan Downey (appointed May 2012) 
Ministerial appointee

Ms Catherine Fahy (appointed March 2014,  
to June 2014) Ex officio

Professor Brian McGing (appointed September 
2013) Taoiseach’s appointee 

Mr Eamonn Ceannt (appointed December 2013) 
Ministerial appointee 

Professor Kathleen James-Chakraborty (appointed 
March 2010; reappointed 2015) 

Professor Roger Stalley (appointed 1993) 
Presidential appointee

The Board of Trustees met five times in 2015.

The Library is a public self-governing charitable 
trust. Registered Charity no. CHY 5879

Established under the terms of the will of Sir 
Alfred Chester Beatty, which was granted probate 
in 1969, the collection is vested in the Trustees 
who own and operate the Library. The Board 
of Trustees consists of a maximum of twelve 
members, one each of whom is appointed by the 
President and Taoiseach and three by the Minister 
for Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht. The Director 
of the National Library serves as a Trustee ex 
officio. All other Trustees are co-opted. The 
Trustees elect the Chair. Since 1997 the Trustees 
of the Library are appointed or co-opted to serve 
five-year terms and may serve a maximum of two 
consecutive five year terms. 

Trustees do not receive any remuneration, aside from 
modest receipted expenses incurred, while carrying 
out their duties. All expenses are paid in accordance 
with the guidelines and rules set down by the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 
 

Trustees of the Library
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visitors that more clearly indicate the Library’s 
accomplishments. In-house surveys indicate 
almost 100% satisfaction, and online reviews are 
overwhelmingly positive. The Library remains 
the only national cultural institution to feature 
consistently in the Top 5 Dublin Attractions on 
TripAdvisor and listed in TripAdvisor’s Top 10 
landmarks in Ireland.

The Library’s magnificent collections are always 
central to its activities. While only 1% of the 
collections can be accommodated in the rotating 
displays in the two permanent galleries, they were 
complemented by a programme of temporary 
exhibitions designed to attract new audiences 
and provide the Irish public with the chance to 
engage with unfamiliar and exciting art forms. 
The five temporary exhibitions in 2015 were a 
combination of loan shows and in-focus displays 
from the permanent collections which included 

From a number of perspectives, 2015 was 
another very busy and successful year for the 
Chester Beatty Library. As a national cultural 
institution, the Library has a wide and varied 
set of objectives to meet annually – some public, 
others less evident but nonetheless important – 
and in this Report, these are addressed under 
the key strategic priorities set out in the Library’s 
Statement of Strategy 2013-2015. It is useful to 
summarise some of the key achievements below: 
to acknowledge our successes and to credit the 
hard work and commitment of the Library’s staff 
in realising these goals.

Visitor numbers in 2015 grew by 13% with a total 
of 343,929 visitors. This continues the upward 
trend that the Library has seen in the lifetime of 
the current strategy: over the period 2013-2015, 
visitor numbers rose by 35%. However, it is the 
remarkably high satisfaction ratings of those 

Director’s Report
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by the Inclusion and Diversity Services, Northern 
Ireland. Another learning resource, Artefacts, 
aimed at art teachers and students studying the 
Leaving Certificate Art History Course based  
on the Chester Beatty Collections, was launched 
in October.

Meanwhile, the Library’s international 
engagement – and commitment to access – 
continued with key loans from the collections to 
temporary exhibitions held in major museums 
around the world, including The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York; Aga Khan Museum, 
Toronto; Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam; Peabody 
Essex Museum, Salem, Massachusetts; and many 
others. The dual benefit of these loans is the 
opportunity they provide for audiences overseas 
to engage with our collections, while scholars 
provide fresh insights into the works on loan  
in a new context.

The advancement of the Library’s digital plan 
remains a challenge and a priority. To progress 
this, a digital audit was carried out in December 

Seven Treasures: Japanese Cloisonné Enamels from 
the Victoria and Albert Museum, London; Wicked 
Wit: Darly’s Comic Prints; and Damsels for Dinner: 
The Tale of Oeyama. 

The public programme expanded, maintaining 
and strengthening relationships with Ireland’s 
multi-cultural communities. Apart from the 
thousands of adults, teens and children who 
participated in our public events, the Library 
partnered once again on key intercultural 
festivals, such as the Dublin Chinese New Year 
Festival and the Experience Japan Festival.  
We are also involved in a number of international 
collaborations such as the EU-funded Creative 
Museum Project which seeks to explore 
connections between cultural organisations and 
their communities. Increasingly, the Library is 
supporting teachers in multicultural learning 
environments. Ways of Seeing II is a cross-border 
teacher resource exploring world faiths as 
represented in the Chester Beatty and Ulster 
Museum Collections that was launched in May 
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2015 and this will inform the Library’s Digital 
Strategy for the next five years. While digitisation 
of discrete areas of the collections continued 
on a project basis – for example, the exchange 
of correspondence between Martin Bodmer 
and Chester Beatty – the Library’s target is to 
commence a programme of in-house digitisation 
in 2016. 

The role of Government and of the Department  
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in funding the 
running of the Library through its annual Grant, 
is greatly appreciated as is the ongoing support 
and assistance of the Office of Public Works. 
In a challenging economic environment, the 
Library seeks to supplement the Grant in order to 
carry out valuable work on the collections, and 
we are grateful to the foundations who funded 
conservation and education projects in 2015.  
A European foundation grant was used to 
conserve thirty-two Hebrew manuscripts; a grant 
from the Sumitomo Foundation, Tokyo, was  
used to complete conservation on the Tale 

of Oeyama (CBL J 1146) and to commence 
conservation of the Tale of Tawara Toda (CBL J 
1164); the Education Department received a grant 
from the Anna Lindh Foundation to arrange 
three events in 2015 – 2016 exploring interfaith 
dialogue for young people, teachers and youth 
workers. 

I want to conclude by thanking the Trustees 
and Staff of the Library for their continued 
commitment to, and support of, this remarkable 
institution. 

Fionnuala Croke 
Director, Chester Beatty Library
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Condition assessment of the collections continued 
in response to requests for access for researchers 
and in-house photography, with over 490 objects 
examined. Independent textile conservator, Karen 
Horton worked with the conservation team to 
rotate the Chinese and Tibetan textiles on display 
in the permanent galleries. She also completed 
the condition survey of the Library’s Tibetan 
thangkas and started treatment of priority items. 

The conservation team started a blog linked to the 
Library’s website to highlight recent projects and 
current research. 

COLLECTION CARE

Policies and Procedures
The Library was awarded full accreditation  
under the Heritage Council’s Museums Standards 
Programme for Ireland (MSPI) in 2014; all 
policies and procedures are annually reviewed  
to ensure compliance with relevant legislation, 
codes and guidelines. In 2015 two additional 
policies in Records Management and Child 
Protection and Welfare were formally approved by 
the Trustees and the new policies implemented. 

Preservation of the Collections 
Conservation activities focused on the preparation 
of objects for loan and the rotation of the 
permanent and temporary exhibition galleries, 
as well as the continued treatment of the Indian 
miniature collection. A total of 276 items from 
across the collections were conserved, including 
over 100 prints for the Wicked Wit temporary 
exhibition. 

Strategic Priority 1: To safeguard, manage 
and develop the Collection
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Hebrew Manuscript Collection
The Library has a collection of sixty-one objects in 
or related to the Hebrew Collection, consisting of 
twenty-nine printed books and thirty-two Judaean 
and Samaritan manuscripts, dating from the 
twelfth to the twentieth century. A generous grant 
received in 2015 enabled the Library to conserve 
its small – but nonetheless important – Hebrew 
manuscript Collection. These manuscripts are 
of special significance not only because they are 
culturally and historically important but also 
because they are unique to the Chester Beatty 
collections. The Library plans to enhance the 
public display of the Hebrew manuscripts in the 
Sacred Traditions gallery in 2016.

SPECIAL PROJECTS IN CONSERVATION

Japanese scrolls sponsored by the 
Sumitomo Foundation, Tokyo
Thanks to a generous grant from the Sumitomo 
Foundation, the three-year project to conserve 
The Tale of Oeyama (Oeyama emaki) (CBL J 1145) 
was completed at the Restorient studio, Leiden  
in April. The Library successfully applied for a 
grant to conserve the Library’s Tale of Tawara  
Toda (CBL J 1164) and the project began in May. 
This is the third conservation project that the 
Foundation has sponsored and it will take three 
years to complete. The Library is extremely 
grateful for the continued support and goodwill  
of the Sumitomo Foundation. 





Chester Beatty Library14

A Book of Caricatures on 59 copper–plates by Mary 
Darly, c 1762 purchased for €1,600 from Louis 
Caron, an independent bookseller in Canada  
(CBL Wep 4191)

The Macaroni, Scavoir Vivre and Theatrical 
Magazine: London: printed for the authors,  
May-December 1773 purchased for £375 from 
David Miles Books, Kent. (CBL BB719)

NEW ACQUISITIONS
The Library continues to acquire material, where 
possible, to enhance or improve the Library’s 
holdings, along the distinctive lines of collecting 
established by Sir Alfred Chester Beatty. In 2015 
the Library acquired an album of prints and 
a printed volume to enhance and enrich the 
Library’s collection of Darly prints.
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Ms Croke presented a paper on ‘ASEMUS: 
Training museum educators in Asia and Europe’ 
at the Network of Museum Organisations 
(NEMO) Annual Conference Re-visiting the 
Educational Value of Museums – connecting to 
audiences, held in Pilsen, Czech Republic  
(5-7 November).

Ms Croke attended a meeting of Museum 
Organisations, during the NEMO 2015 Annual 
Conference (7 November)

Ms Croke attended as a guest lecturer for the  
MA in Cultural Policy, UCD (13 November)  
where she presented her five ‘top tips’ for museum 
management as a basis for discussion with the 
group about the effective management of a 
cultural organisation.

Ms Siung presented a paper ‘The Creative 
Museum: training and engaging museum 
educators to develop and create innovative 
programmes for youth as part of the Museum  
of the 21st Century: New Educational Strategies’, 
organised to celebrate 90 years of education in  
the State Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg  
(26 November).

PAPERS OR TALKS PRESENTED  
BY LIBRARY STAFF
Elaine Wright (Curator of the Islamic Collections) 
presented a lecture, ‘Islamic Calligraphy’, as key 
speaker for a fundraising evening event entitled 
Reviving the Art of Calligraphy; Islam’s Gift in 
benefit of the Edhi Foundation, Pakistan, at the 
Trinity College Biomedical Institute (17 February).

Jessica Baldwin (Head of Collections) participated 
in the Heritage Council’s Loans Forum for the Irish 
Museum Sector held at the National Gallery of 
Ireland (4 March). 

Jill Unkel (Curator of the Western Collections) 
gave a short presentation at the Papyrus Curatorial 
and Conservation Meeting held at the British 
Museum (12 March).

Fionnuala Croke (Director) co-chaired the 
International Exhibitions Organisers (IEO) 
Annual Meeting (22 – 24 April) in the Museum  
of Modern Art, New York. 

Jenny Siung (Head of Education) and Justyna 
Chmielewska (Education Assistant) presented 
a workshop on intercultural engagement at the 
Irish Museums Association (IMA) Education and 
Outreach Forum held at the National Museum of 
Ireland (19 June).

Ms Croke gave a presentation on ASEMUS to 
the Best in Heritage 2015 conference, held in 
Dubrovnik (25 September).

Kristine Rose Beers (Senior Conservator) 
presented a paper titled ‘Reading with 
Conservators: the language of book archaeology’ 
at the Sixth Biennial Hamad bin Khalifa Symposium 
on Islamic Art and Culture in Doha, Qatar  
(7-9 November). 
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worlds. The exhibition curators, led by Fionnuala 
Croke, comprised Hyder Abbas, Annette Bügener, 
Jill Unkel, Celine Ward and Elaine Wright.

Attracting over 120,000 visitors it was described 
by the Irish Times as ‘A compendium of riches from 
an incomparable collection’. The exhibition was 
complemented by a catalogue entitled Chester 
Beatty’s A to Z: from Amulet to Zodiac (€12) and 
the public programme concluded with talks by 
J Unkel, Curator of the Western Collections on 
the Coëtivy Hours and Dr Francesca Leoni, from 
Ashmolean Museum of Art, on traditional image 
of demons in Persian art. 

TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS
The Library’s magnificent collections are always 
central to its activities. The rotating displays in 
the two permanent galleries were complemented 
by a programme of temporary exhibitions. 

Chester Beatty’s A to Z: 
from Amulet to Zodiac
11 July 2014 – 1 Feb 2015

In this highlights exhibition, the alphabet 
provided a simple framework to showcase the 
breadth and quality of the remarkable Chester 
Beatty collection. Each letter of the alphabet was 
matched to a word representative of something 
uniquely associated with the Library. Featuring 
120 works, many seldom seen in public, the 
selection explored the threads that link cultures 
across the Western, Islamic and East Asian 

Strategic Priority 2: To enhance access to the 
Collections for a wide range of audiences
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The exhibition travelled on loan from the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, London with generous 
support from Edwin Davies CBE and was curated 
by Laura Muldowney (Researcher East Asian 
Collections). The exhibition of over 100 objects, 
combining a gift of superb Japanese enamels 
from Edwin Davies CBE with the V&A’s historical 
collection, presented a rounded picture of one 
of Japan’s most exquisite art forms. It was very 
well received, attracting over 50,000 visitors and 
was described by the Irish Independent as ‘A rare 
opportunity to view something beautiful, this is not 
to be missed.’ The public programme mirrored the 
theme through the Silk Worm Club and a series  
of lunchtime lectures, private and public tours. 

Seven Treasures: Japanese Cloisonné 
Enamels from the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London
14 March – 14 June 2015

The characters for shippo 七宝, the Japanese 
term for enamels, refer to the Seven Treasures 
mentioned in Buddhist texts. These treasures 
include gold, silver, coral, agate, lapis lazuli  
and various gemstones. Like these precious 
materials, enamels glow with rich colour.  
The art of cloisonné enamelling became one of 
Japan’s most successful forms of manufacture 
after its renaissance around 1840. It reached a 
peak of artistic and technological sophistication 
between 1880 and 1910, a period referred to  
as the ‘Golden Age’. 
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could titter at the images on display in Darly’s 
Comic Exhibitions, held every spring from 1773  
to 1778. By the end of the decade, they had 
become so popular that their publications were 
available throughout Great Britain and Ireland, 
Europe and even America. The name Darly 
became synonymous with the humorous images 
they produced. 

The exhibition attracted over 75,000 visitors and 
was curated by Dr Unkel (Curator of the Western 
Collections); who wrote a richly illustrated 
catalogue of the same title (€12) to accompany  
the show. 

Wicked Wit: Darly’s Comic Prints
11 September 2015 – 14 February 2016

Drawing on the Library’s own collections, this 
exhibition featured over 100 hand-coloured, 
eighteenth-century etchings by the husband  
and wife team, Mary and Matthew Darly.  
From the time of their marriage, they worked 
in tandem designing, engraving and publishing 
prints using the signature, MD or MDarly. This 
printer-publisher team produced well over 500 
comic images of Caricatures, Macaronies, and 
Characters from no. 39 Strand (London) between 
1770 and 1780. At the height of their fame, 
carriages lined the streets so their occupants 
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Damsels for Dinner: Tale of Oeyama 
27 June 2015 – 31 January 2016

The Tale of Oeyama (大江山物語) is one of the 
best-known heroic stories from medieval Japan. 
It tells of the famous episode when Minamoto 
no Yorimitsu (948-1021), known as Raiko, slayed 
Shuten Doji, a demon described as an ogre, a 
kidnapper of pretty maidens and a cannibal 
disguised as a giant human being. 

The Chester Beatty’s mid-seventeenth-century 
version of the story, produced in a set of three 
scrolls, underwent specialist conservation at 
the Restorient Studio, Leiden thanks to the 
generous support of the Sumitomo Foundation, 
Tokyo. This in-focus exhibition provided a unique 
opportunity for visitors to enjoy the three scrolls 
on their return to Dublin.

PERMANENT GALLERIES
Access to the collections is promoted through 
the annual rotation of objects on display in the 
permanent exhibition galleries; in addition to 
this, two in-focus exhibitions were mounted in 
the Arts of the Book gallery, both curated by Ms 
Muldowney (Researcher East Asian Collections).

Through Time and Space: Contemporary 
Chinese Ceramics
10 September 2014 – 11 January 2015 

Thirteen contemporary Chinese pieces in 
different materials, techniques and styles were 
displayed.
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T 413.113 and T 413.114 – ‘The Return of the 
Deceased Sultan to Istanbul’ (detached folios from 
History of Sultan Sulayman), Turkey, 16th century

Sultans of Deccan India, 1500-1700: 
Opulence and Fantasy 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York  
(14 April 2015–26 July 2015). 

In 02 ff 190b-191a – Nujum al-Ulum (bound 
manuscript), India, dated 1570-71

In 07A.15 – ‘Jahangir Shoots Malik ‘Ambar ‘, 
Minto Album, (folio), India, c.1616

In 11A.31 – ‘Yogini with Myna’ (folio), India, 
c.1603-04

In 30.1 and In 30.2 – Zakhira-i khwarazmshahi 
(detached frontispiece), India, dated 1572

In 66.1 – ‘Prince Seated in a Garden with Ladies’ 
(folio), India, late 17th century

Per 225.6b – Folio of calligraphy, India, mid  
to late 16th century

LOANS FROM THE COLLECTIONS 
The Library’s commitment to access informed 
its programme of temporary loans from the 
collections to museums all over the world. During 
the year, the Library lent twenty-five objects to 
the following international exhibitions:

Bound to Last: Book Binding from the 
Middle ages to the Modern Day 
Durham University Library (4 October 2014 –  
4 January 2015)

Replica binding of Cpt 813, by Charles T. Lamacraft, 
late 1930s

The Sultan’s World: The Ottoman Orient  
in Renaissance Art 
Centre for Fine Arts, Brussels (26 February –  
31 May) and Muzeum Narodowe, Krakow  
(16 June – 27 September)

T413 ff.93-94 – History of Sultan Sulayman 
(bound manuscript), Turkey, 16th century
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In 03.57a – ‘Akbar Suffers from Chickenpox in 
1561’, Akbarnama, (folio), India, c. 1600-1603

In 03.176b – ‘Abu’l Fazl Presenting the 
Akbarnama to Akbar’, Akbarnama, (folio), India, 
c. 1600-1603

In 03.263 – ‘Akbar Presiding over Discussions in 
the Ibadatkhana’, Akbarnama, (folio), India,  
c. 1600-1603

Per 277 ff 1b-2a – Shahnama, (bound manuscript), 
Iran, late 16th century 

Per 277.3 – ‘Simurgh Assisting at the Birth of 
Rustam’, Shahnama, (folio), Iran, late 16th century 

Per 277.7 – ‘Faridun Receiving the Envoy of His 
Sons’, Shahnama, (folio), Iran, late 16th century 

Per 277.16 – ‘The Head of Iraj Presented to Salm 
and Tur’, Shahnama, (folio), Iran, late 16th century

T 559.4 – Hilya-i Nabi, signed by Hafiz Osman 
(folio), Turkey, 1691

Arm 578 ff 15v-16r – Four Gospels, (bound 
manuscript), Iran, 1655

CARITAS – The Virtue of Charity from  
the Early Christians to the Present
Diözesanmuseum, Paderborn (23 July –  
13 December)

BP II f.55 – The Pauline Epistles (p46), Greek text 
on papyrus, c. AD 180-200

Per 225.13b – Folio of calligraphy, India, mid  
to late 16th century

Asia in Amsterdam 
Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam (15 October – 
18 January 2016) and Peabody Essex Museum,  
Salem (27 February to 5 June 2016) 

In 45.1 – ‘Jahangir Wearing a Tie-Dyed Patka’ 
(folio), India, c. 1620 

Pearls on a String: Artists, Patrons, and 
Poets at the Great Islamic Courts 
Walters Art Museum, Baltimore (8 November 
2015 – 31 January 2016) and Asian Art Museum, 
San Francisco (26 February – 8 May 2016)

In 03 ff 1b-2a – Akbarnama, (bound manuscript), 
India, c. 1600-1603

In 03.25a – ‘Akbar Welcomes his Mother from 
India to Kabul in 1557’, Akbarnama, (folio),  
India, c. 1600-1603
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Arabic Manuscript Project
Work continues on the Arabic Manuscript Project, 
the aim of which is to produce a new catalogue 
of the Library’s Arabic manuscripts. Cataloguers 
from the UK, Hungary and Bulgaria are currently 
contributing to the project, along with Dr Wright 
and Elizabeth Omidvaran (Assistant to the Arabic 
Manuscript Project), who supply all art historical 
and codicological details for the entries submitted 
by the cataloguers. 

Migrant Manuscripts Project 
Dr Laura Cleaver, Ussher Lecturer in Medieval 
Art at Trinity College Dublin, with the support 
of the staff at the Library and an Irish Research 
Council Award, has been working on a project 
entitled, Migrant Manuscripts: The Western 
Manuscripts of the Chester Beatty Collection. The 
project explores the twentieth-century trade in 
medieval manuscripts by focusing on Chester 
Beatty’s collection. As well as examining the 
market for manuscripts in the twentieth century 
and the network of dealers and collectors with 
whom Beatty had contact, the project aims to 
trace the provenance of his manuscripts and 
identify where the books that were sold or given 
away are now to be found. A workshop on the 
project was hosted by Trinity College Dublin and 
the Library (24 September) and attended by Hyder 
Abbas, Jill Unkel and Celine Ward. Dr Cleaver 
also presented a public lecture on the project at 
the Library (8 October). 

READING ROOM
The Reading Room continued to accommodate 
international researchers who wish to consult 
the collections, and also provided access to our 
expanding reference collection for both staff and 
external readers. A number of third-level tutorial 
groups visited throughout the year, in addition  
to viewings arranged for visiting dignitaries.  
The Kephalaia Research Group returned to the 
Library in July and November to continue their 
research project on the Library’s Manichaean 
papyri. Reorganisation of the Library’s archive 
continued, as did full cataloguing of the early 
printed book collection. 

PUBLICATIONS AND RESEARCH:
Work continued on existing collaborations 
to advance the cataloguing of key areas of 
the Collection; these include the CBL Thai 
manuscripts, Arab MSS Catalogue Vol. 1 and 
Kephalaia Project. The following work was 
published by staff in 2015: 

Jill Unkel. Wicked Wit: Darly’s comic prints,  
Dublin: Chester Beatty Library, 2015

Aoife Keogh. Artefacts: Dublin: Chester Beatty 
Library, 2015

Jenny Siung (et al). Ways of Seeing II: Dublin: 
Chester Beatty Library, 2015

Jenny Siung. ‘Museums as places for intercultural 
dialogue and learning: making museums relevant 
to diverse communities’ in Museum Ireland, 
Volume 25, Irish Museums Association, 2015

The following is a list of catalogues published to 
accompany the exhibitions the Library lent to  
and containing reference to the Library’s works:

Robert Born et al. The sultan’s world: the Ottoman 
Orient in Renaissance art, Ostfildern, Germany: 
Hatje Cantz Verlag, 2015

Navina Najat Haidar et al. Sultans of Deccan 
India, 1500-1700: opulence and fantasy, New York: 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2015

Karina Corrigan et al. (eds.) Asia in Amsterdam: 
the culture of luxury in the Golden Age, Salem,  
MA: Peabody Essex Museum, 2015

Amy S. Landau (ed.) Pearls on a string: artists, 
patrons, and poets at the great Islamic courts, 
Baltimore: Walters Art Museum in association 
with University of Washington Press, 2015

Christoph Stiegemann (ed.) CARITAS: the virtue 
of charity from the early Christians to the present 
Petersberg: Michael Imhof, 2015
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Chester Beatty’s Creative Lab Club for Teens: 
aimed at 12-17 year olds, workshops were held 
monthly during the school year, with a week-
long animation and design programme in July 
including the annual Festival of Curiosity and 
Dublin Maker event in Trinity College Dublin. 
Thematic workshops were also scheduled to 
coincide with Heritage Week in August.

Adult Programme: a wide range of lectures, 
workshops, in-focus tours, music events, 
and family-oriented events (including public 
demonstrations, drop-in classes and workshops) 
were held throughout the year. 

Over 5,000 children participated in 138 school 
tours and other events organised in the Library 
during the year. In all, there were 485 events for 
adults organised by the Library in 2015 (including 
members’ and volunteers’ events) which were 
attended by over 10,000 persons. 

An education blog was launched on the Library’s 
website to circulate regular updates of the public 
programme, projects, publications and resources 
for teachers and educators. 

DIGITAL ACCESS TO THE COLLECTIONS 
The advancement of digital access to the 
Collections remained a priority. A full digital 
audit was carried out in 2015 and this will  
inform the Library’s Digital Strategy for the  
next five years. 

The digitisation of discrete areas of the collections 
continued, in 2015 a team from the DARE 
project (Digital Averreos Research Environment) 
at the University of Cologne visited the Library. 
They digitised three Arabic manuscripts related 
to the twelfth-century Arab-Iberian philosopher 
Ibn Rushd/Averroes (CBL Ar 3769, Ar 3993 and 
Ar 4523). These images are linked with digital 
representations of Averroes’ texts in three 
language traditions (Latin, Arabic and Hebrew) 
on their website (http://dare.uni-koeln.de/). 

A collaborative project with the Fondation Martin 
Bodmer, Geneva, focused on the exchange 
of correspondence between Martin Bodmer 
and Alfred Chester Beatty. The two parties 
agreed to digitise and exchange a total of 70 
archival documents, with a view towards future 
collaboration.

INTERCULTURAL PUBLIC 
PROGRAMMING
The Library runs a busy and varied public 
programme with a wide appeal, catering 
for visitors of all ages. Using the permanent 
collections, and borrowing themes from 
temporary exhibitions, the Library offers the  
only comprehensive intercultural learning 
programme in an Irish museum. 

In 2015, the programme began with an alphabet-
ically inspired series of events linked to Chester 
Beatty’s A to Z, Japanese art and culture was then 
celebrated in response to the Seven Treasures  
exhibition and Wicked Wit sparked a playful look 
at satire and society in the eighteenth century. 

Silk Worm Club: designed for 6-11 year olds, 
the Silk Worm Club held supervised and 
facilitated workshops every month. A week-long 
programme was held in July to celebrate the  
Year of Irish Design.
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ROOF GARDEN
A group of volunteers, consisting mainly of 
Members of the Library continue to maintain 
the Library’s roof-top garden, assisted by the 
gardening expertise of the OPW. 

The Library’s continued popularity and growing 
visitor numbers is driving the need to maintain 
and expand display and public spaces. The  
Library is grateful to the Office of Public Works 
(OPW) for their continuous advice and support 
in exhibition, buildings and maintenance matters. 
With their assistance and financial support, the 
Library replaced the air handling units in the 
Reading Room and the Temporary Exhibitions 
gallery. A full electrical survey of the building was 
completed to ensure that all electrical services 
met regulations and the OPW investigated 
solutions for providing further office space  
for staff within our current building.

Strategic Priority 3: To maintain and improve  
the physical facilities of the Library
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Giftshop
The review of giftshop operations continued 
into 2015 with emphasis on stock management, 
visual merchandising, training and sourcing 
and developing new product offers. An outside 
consultant provided support, mentoring and 
coaching of shop staff in these areas and this 
resulted in an increase of close to 15% on the 
previous year’s sales figures, an increase on 
average customer spend and an increase  
in shop footfall of over 7%.

Silk Road Café
The Silk Road Café offers a range of mouth-
watering menus from Afghanistan, Greece, Italy, 
Jordan, Morocco and Palestine, as well as Ireland.  
In 2015, the café introduced a unique afternoon 
tea influenced by the Library’s collections. Run by 
proprietor Ibrahim Phelan, the café also caters for 
conference delegates, evening receptions and all 
external events.

MEMBERSHIP PROGRAMME
Throughout the year Members enjoyed a busy 
calendar of events including talks, themed food 
events, film screenings and Book Club meetings, 
each linked to aspects of the Library’s permanent 
collection and to temporary exhibitions. They also 
toured overseas to Japan during the spring cherry 
blossom season, where they visited museums and 
cultural institutions in Kyoto, Nara and Tokyo. 

Members also visited the Restorient Studio in 
Leiden to view the ongoing conservation work of 
two Japanese paintings on silk, Nagasaki Dejima 
Rankan no Zu (Paintings of the Dutch mansions 
in Nagasaki), the conservation of which they 
generously supported. They took the opportunity 
during their visit to tour museums and galleries  
in Amsterdam.

Strategic Priority 4: To generate income to support  
the Mission and Strategy of the Library and to continue 
to manage our finances efficiently and with integrity
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STAFF TRAINING
Ms Baldwin and Dr Unkel attended a Papyrus 
Curatorial and Conservation Meeting at the British 
Museum (12 March). The aim of this inaugural 
meeting was to create a network of curators and 
conservators responsible for managing papyrus 
collections across institutions in the UK  
and Ireland. 

Fr Stewart Columba delivered a lecture to CBL 
staff, members and volunteers entitled ‘Guardians 
of Memory: a Benedictine Monastery’s work to 
preserve endangered manuscripts in Syria, Iraq, 
Timbuktu and beyond’ on 26 March. Fr Columba 
is the executive director of the Hill Museum 
& Manuscript Library (HMML) at Saint John’s 
University in Collegeville, Minnesota. During 
the last decade, HMML has photographed more 
than 45,000 manuscripts in many of the world’s 
most dangerous and difficult-to-reach places, 
particularly manuscript collections of persecuted 
minorities.

As part of the Library’s sustained focus on the 
Emergency Response Plan, intensive three-day 
First Aid training was provided on 24-26 March 
and 13-15 April; a total of eleven staff successfully 
received their First Aid certificates. 

Kristine Rose Beers (Senior Conservator) and Julia 
Poirier (Book Conservator) attended a five-day 
workshop entitled Traditions of Papermaking in 
the Islamic World (23-27 March). The course was 
organised by The Islamic Manuscript Association 
(TIMA) and hosted by the British Library, 
London. 

Puneeta Sharma (Conservation intern) attended 
the three-day Institute of Conservation (ICON) 
conference entitled Adapt and Evolve: East Asian 
Materials and Techniques in Western Conservation 
(8-10 April). 

APPOINTMENTS
Kristine Rose Beers (opposite, bottom left) 
joined the Library as Senior Book Conservator in 
January. Ms Rose Beers previously worked at the 
Library from 2008 to 2011; as well as Cambridge 
University Library and the Fitzwilliam Museum, 
Cambridge. 

Mary Corless (opposite, bottom centre) joined the 
Library as Human Resources Manager in July. 
Ms Corless has significant HR experience having 
previously worked with Eircom and Eircom 
PhoneWatch.

Mary Redfern (opposite, bottom right) was 
appointed as Curator of the East Asian Collections 
and took up the position in early October. Ms 
Redfern previously worked as Assistant Curator 
for East Asian collections at the V&A Museum, 
the National Museum of Scotland and Bristol 
City Museum and Art Gallery. Her doctoral thesis 
on Japanese imperial tableware and diplomatic 
dining at the University of East Anglia, England 
was submitted at the end of the year.

The Library was delighted to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of the Conservation Internship 
Programme in 2015, thanks to the generous 
support of the Heritage Council and the Library’s 
Contributing Members. Puneeta Sharma 
completed her twelve-month internship,  
while Cécilia Dumunico started her placement  
in November.

Catherine Farmer completed a seven-week 
internship with the Education Department as 
part of the Duke Engage: Ireland and The Kenan 
Institute for Ethics internship Programme  
(22 June – 7 August). 

Strategic Priority 5: To attract, retain and develop staff 
and maintain their high level of commitment to the 
mission and work of the Library
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Dr Martyn Linnie at the Zoology Museum, 
Trinity College Dublin (24 September).

Ms Siung and Ms Chmielewska attended a 
conference organised by The Creative Museum 
project in Bologna (7-9 October). The event 
explored how museums and creatives can 
collaborate and co-create public programmes and 
exhibitions for museums. Ms Siung presented 
‘Museums and Makers Inspiring Each Other:  
a Dublin Experience’, an event co-organised by 
the CBL and the Science Gallery in April 2015. 

Mary Redfern (Curator of the East Asian 
Collections) attended a one-day ‘Interpreting 
Collections for Exhibition’ Workshop presented by 
Lucy Trench, Head of Interpretation at the V&A 
Museum, London. The workshop was held at the 
Heritage Council Office, Kilkenny (16 October). 

Ms Redfern attended the 2015 Japanese Art 
Librarian Project hosted by the Museum of 
Modern Art Tokyo and sponsored by Japan’s 
Agency for Cultural Affairs (15-28 November). 
Over two weeks, the nine invited participants 
visited art libraries in museums and research 
centres in Tokyo, Kyoto, Nara and Fukuoka.  
On 27 November, Ms Redfern gave a short 
presentation on the Chester Beatty Library,  
its history and Japanese collections, as part  
of the project’s public workshop. 

Staff training was provided in Data Protection 
(28 October), as part of the records management 
policy; the one-day seminar was presented by 
Sinéad Byrne from All One Corporate Solutions 
Ltd.

Ms Sharma attended a two-day workshop 
on Identification of Digital Prints presented by 
Research Scientist, Ryan Boatright at IMMA  
(29-30 October).

Ms Rose Beers attended the Sixth Biennial 
Hamad bin Khalifa Symposium on Islamic Art  
and Culture in Doha, Qatar (7-9 November). 

Ms Chmielewska attended a training programme 
as part of The Creative Museum project in 
Nice from (11-16 November). She worked with 

Ms Croke attended a one-day conference 
 (14 April) entitled Culture in Crisis, organised 
by the V&A Museum in collaboration with Yale 
University, to discuss the recent destruction of 
cultural heritage in the Middle East and the  
role of museums in this regard. 

Dr Wright travelled to London (19-23 April)  
to examine Safavid (sixteenth-century Persian) 
Qur’ans and other manuscripts in connection 
with the planned exhibition Lapis and Gold,  
the Ruzbihan Qur’an. 

Ms Poirier attended a three-day workshop on  
the making of a karibari traditional Japanese 
drying board. The workshop was taught by by 
Japanese paper conservator, Namiko Tagawa  
and hosted by the National Library of Ireland  
(20-22 April).

Conservation staff invited John Gillis, Senior 
Conservator at Trinity College Library, to give  
a masterclass in traditional parchment repair on  
30 April.

Ms Rose Beers was invited to attend The Islamic 
Manuscript Association (TIMA) board meeting at 
the Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures, 
University of Hamburg (23-25 May).

The Library hosted a one-day workshop on 
‘Emergency Response’ for the Heritage Council’s 
Museums Standards Programme for Ireland 
(MSPI) on 26 May and two staff members 
attended. Key speaker Ms Emma Dadson from 
Harwell Document Restoration Services then 
facilitated a training workshop focused on the 
practical testing of the Library’s Emergency 
Response Plan for Library staff on 27 May.

Ms Chmielewska attended a three-day workshop 
held at IMMA and organised by the Alzheimer’s 
Society of Ireland and Age & Opportunity (26-28 
May). The workshop addressed how arts and 
culture can work with adults with dementia; 
plans are underway to explore how the Library 
can engage with adults with dementia.

Conservation staff attended training on 
‘Integrated Pest Management’ presented by  
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Tour Guides, Graphic Designers, Visitor Service 
Representatives, Education, Conservation, 
Membership and Retail Assistants. 

The annual lunch to acknowledge and thank the 
volunteers for their contribution to the Library 
was held in January and this year was followed 
by a lecture entitled ‘Before Ibn al-Bawwāb – 
Assessing a unique early Qur’ānic manuscript 
at the Chester Beatty Library’ by visiting scholar 
Tobias J. Jocham from Berlin-Brandenburg 
Academy of Sciences and Humanities, who 
presented his current research into one of the 
Library’s earliest Qur’ans (CBL Is 1615). 

Volunteers attended focused training sessions, 
organised by Ms Chmielewska (Education 
Assistant). Highlights during the year included 
lectures and a gallery tour with Dr Unkel on the 
Western print collection, the Wicked Wit temporary 
exhibition and the Sacred Traditions gallery; as 
well as an introduction to the Library’s Natural 
History Books collection with Celine Ward 
(Reference Librarian).

Museomix, one of the project partners to explore 
how museums and creatives can interpret 
collections through creativity and innovation. 

Conservation staff attended a one-day symposium 
on current developments in the field of parchment 
conservation, Understanding Parchment – From 
Beast to Book, at the National Museum of Ireland 
(24 November 2015).

Dr Unkel attended the conference Collusion, 
Subversion & Survival: Women in Medieval Irish 
History (c.500-1500) at Trinity College Dublin  
(13 November).

Staff and volunteers received training in Disability 
Awareness (30 November and 7 December) with 
particular focus on access, language, barriers and 
definitions applied to people with disabilities. 

VOLUNTEERS AND VOLUNTEER 
TRAINING
The Volunteer Programme continues to play a 
vital role within the Library. At the end of 2015, 
there were 32 Volunteers, providing services as 
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Artefacts – Learning Resource for  
Art Teachers Leaving Certificate Art 
History Exam
Artefacts is designed for pupils of the Leaving 
Certificate Art and Design Appreciation; it 
presents a selection of objects, and provides art 
teachers and pupils with skills to explore and 
understand artists and their works in the Library’s 
collections. The contents of this resource and the 
artworks were selected due to their relevance to 
key movements, styles and techniques included 
in the Leaving Certificate Art History exam. 
Artefacts was launched at the Art Teachers 
Association of Ireland conference in Athlone  
(3 October).

The Library is active at national and international 
level in promoting awareness and understanding 
of world cultures and the potential of culture to 
promote intercultural understanding.

The Library’s Education Department has been 
active at EU level, representing the Department 
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht at the Open 
Method of Coordination (OMC) Working Group 
of EU Member States’ Experts on ‘Cultural 
Awareness and Expression’. The Head of 
Education, Ms Siung contributed to the resulting 
Cultural Awareness and Expression Handbook. 

Annual Chester Beatty Lecture
Dr Ben Outhwaite, Joint Head of Special 
Collections and Head of the Genizah Research 
Unit in Cambridge University Library, presented  
a fascinating lecture entitled In the Dust of 
Centuries: the Remarkable History of the Cairo 
Genizah. The talk, held in the Dublin Castle 
Conference Centre on 5 February, was attended 
by over 280 guests and was followed by a 
reception at the Library.

Chester Beatty Library – Ireland 2016
In preparation for Ireland 2016, the Education 
Department produced a short video Exploring 
Cultural Diversity and Identity in 2015, which is 
available on the Library’s website. For Ireland 
2016, the Chester Beatty Library, as Ireland’s 
only museum with a primary focus on global 
artistic heritage, will explore themes around 
how its collections and public programme reflect 
contemporary cultural diversity and identity. 

 

Strategic Priority 6: To promote intercultural 
dialogue and learning
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North-South Cross Border Project
The Library partnered with the Inclusion and 
Diversity Services Northern Ireland, the Ulster 
Museum and St Oliver’s School, Drogheda to 
co-produce a learning resource on world religions 
using museum collections – Ways of Seeing II. 
The publication is aimed at teachers in Northern 
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland and was 
launched in Armagh (19 May). It has been added 
to the Department of Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht and Department of Education and Skills 
Arts in Education Portal. 

The Creative Museum project  
(2014-2017) funded by Erasmus +
The Library is a key coordinator of this project 
and hosted a two-day meeting at the Library 
(16-17 April). During the course of the project 
(2014-2017) partners are required to host a public 
dissemination event as a means to inform local 
cultural and arts organisations of the project. 
The Library partnered with the Science Gallery 
Dublin to organise a public debate entitled 
Museums and Makers Inspiring Each Other (16 
April); the debate was filmed and is available  
on the Library’s website. A follow-up partner 
meeting and conference was held in Bologna  
(7-9 October).

A film exploring co-creation and creative practice 
in the Library was made in October. Teen 
participants from Chester Beatty’s Creative Lab 
for Teens were filmed with education staff and 
facilitators exploring the Fibonacci sequence 
(patterns in nature). This has been added to  
The Creative Museum project website. 
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Dublin Chinese New Year Festival
In February, the Library celebrated the Year of 
the Sheep in partnership with the Dublin Chinese 
New Year Festival. The Education team arranged 
a series of lunchtime lectures, film screenings, 
the children’s Silk Worm and Teen Clubs, as 
well as adult workshops. Outreach workshops 
were facilitated by a panel of artists on themes 
including lucky red packets, Chinese fans and 
Chinese kites, held at Libraries in the Ilac Centre, 
Ballyfermot, Phibsborough, Finglas, Pearse Street 
and Coolock. 

Experience Japan Festival
The Library held a number of events to coincide 
with the festival, which was launched on 12 April, 
including: Japanese kite-making for children; 
gift-wrapping for teens; a talk by Dr Clare Pollard, 
Ashmolean Museum of Art and Archaeology; 
guided tours in Japanese; and film screenings.

Community Ambassador Tours
The Library continues to offer tours by native 
speakers in a number of languages, including 
English, Irish, Arabic, Japanese and Mandarin.  
All tour guides in the Library are volunteers. 

Anna Lindh Foundation National 
Intercultural Action project 2015-2016
The Library received a grant to fund three 
activities between October 2015 and April 2016 
addressing intercultural competencies. Events 
will include a seminar, pre-service training on 
Ways of Seeing II and network meeting of the ALF 
members. The Library is the lead partner and 
will team up with Mary Immaculate College, 
Limerick, Dublin City Interfaith Forum and  
the Triskel Arts Centre, Cork.

Intrface Erasmus + 2015-2017
The Chester Beatty Library is a partner in a 
new 2-year EU-funded project. The lead partner 
is based in Denmark and associated with the 
University of Aarhus and gymnasium in Horsens. 
The project is focused on the development of 
methodologies for schools working with local 
museums. 

Intercultural Public Programmes
The education and learning programmes for 
diverse communities are specifically designed 
with community members as a means to engage 
with local diverse communities. In part, this is 
achieved through partnerships with embassies 
and festivals. 

The Library participated in a number of festivals 
in 2015 including: St Patrick’s Day Festival 
(March); Dublin Chinese New Year Festival 
(February); Silk Road Film Festival (21-22  
March); Experience Japan Festival (April);  
Greek Film Festival (23-25 April); Indian Classical 
Musical Performance (1 May); Bealtaine Festival 
(May); Thai Cultural Events; Irish Design 2015; 
Heritage Week (22-30 August); Culture Night 
(18 September); Indian Film Festival of Ireland 
(26 October); Dublin Arabic Film Festival (24-25 
October); Diwali celebrations (15 November)  
and Festival of Carols and Readings for Christmas 
(15 December).
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Ms Croke’s contribution discussed the potential  
of museums in supporting the objectives of 
ASEM, and included reference to CBL, the Asia 
Europe Museum Association (ASEMUS) and 
the Virtual Collection of Asian Masterpieces 
(VCM) project. The Director chaired the 
ASEMUS Executive Committee Meeting (19 
November) in the Asian Civilizations Museum, 
Singapore (ACM) and was accompanied by Laura 
Muldowney (Researcher, East Asian Collections). 
Ms Croke and Ms Muldowney participated in the 
meeting of the Trustees of the Virtual Collection 
of Asian Masterpieces (VCM) which also took 
place in the ACM.

Ms Croke travelled on to Gwangju, South Korea, 
where she participated in two panels of the 8th 
Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) Public Forum on 
Creative Cities in Asia and Europe with the theme 
‘Cities: Living Labs for Culture?’ on 24 November 
in the Asia Culture Centre, Gwangju, held in 
conjunction with the 2015 Asia Culture Forum. 
She was the discussant for Panel 3: ‘What role for 
cultural institutions in shaping creative cities?’ 
and a panellist in Panel 4: ‘Cities: leadership and 
creativity incubators?’ The Irish Ambassador to 
Korea, Aingeal O’Donoghue attended the Forum. 

Ms Croke subsequently contributed an essay 
entitled ‘What role for cultural institutions in 
shaping creative cities?’ to ASEF’s publication 
Cities: Living Labs for Culture? Case Studies from 
Asia and Europe. 

The Chester Beatty Library understandably has 
a strong international profile. Given the Library’s 
mission, this international role is an important 
focus for the Trustees. It manifests in the Library’s 
collaborations with the scholarly community, and 
in the professional networks where professional 
staff are active. In addition, the Library engages 
closely with the Department of Foreign Affairs, 
and the diplomatic community in Ireland and 
abroad, particularly in the Middle East and Asia. 
The Government has initiated an ‘Asia Strategy’ 
designed to strengthen economic ties with Asian 
economies, and the Library plays a supportive role 
in these endeavours.

During the year, the Library welcomed a number 
of high-profile visitors. These included Madame 
Ban Soon-taek, wife of the UN Secretary General, 
Ban Ki-moon; the Minister for Public Sector 
Development from Jordan; the Venerable Ashin 
Janaka bhivamsa and the Burmese Ambassador 
to Britain and Northern Ireland, HE Ambassador 
Kyaw Zwar Min; the President of Somaliland, 
accompanied by his Ministers of Foreign Affairs, 
Presidency, Health and Information; and the 
President of the Tigray Region in Ethiopia,  
Abay Woldu.

The Library’s Curators, Conservators and 
Education staff collaborated on a number 
of projects with universities and museums, 
which are referenced throughout this report. 
Fionnuala Croke, Director carried out a number 
of engagements during the year in support of 
this strategic priority. She was nominated by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs to participate in 
the Social and Cultural pillar of the Asia Europe 
Meeting (ASEM) Symposium on the Future 
Direction of ASEM, hosted by the Thai Ministry  
of Foreign Affairs in Bangkok (30 March).  

Strategic Priority 7: To enhance Ireland’s positioning 
and reputation in the international arena
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Press and Media
As in previous years, the Library welcomed 
media from all over the world to its exhibitions 
and media coverage through the year included 
features on both domestic and international 
television and radio, in newspapers, magazines 
and journals and extensive online listings and 
features. Online advertising and use of Social 
Media continued with increased engagement  
with the public through Twitter and Facebook. 

Liaison with tourism partners
As one of our strategic objectives, the Library 
has actively sought to engage with key tourism 
partners. Facilitated by Fáilte Ireland, a group 
of seven journalists from various African 
countries visited the Library in March, Egyptian 
media visited in August and visits from Gulf 
States media were hosted in June, October and 
November. In June, Lazy Bike Tours Dublin visited 
the Library on a familiarisation trip and Dublin 
Town Ambassadors were given a tour of the 
Library in September. The Library was promoted 
at various networking events organised by the 
Fáilte Ireland Destination Dublin Team and further 
engagement took took place throughout the year 
with Tourism Ireland, local hoteliers, Google  
and LinkedIn. 

Visitor Feedback
The Library ranks consistently in the top 5 
attractions in Dublin and the top 10 landmarks in 
Ireland on TripAdvisor, and visitor reviews on this 
site and many others continue to list the Library 
as a ‘must-see’ attraction in Dublin and ‘the best 
small museum in the world’. 

In 2015, the Library entered the TripAdvisor 
Certificate of Excellence Hall of Fame, an accolade 
granted only to those businesses winning the 
Certificate of Excellence for 5 years in a row.  
The Library was also in receipt of a Traveller’s 
Choice award – these prestigious awards 
recognise businesses that consistently earn  
top ratings from TripAdvisor travellers.

Our in-house visitor survey for 2015 revealed 
consistently high levels of satisfaction, with over 
98% of visitors saying they would recommend 
visiting the Library to a friend. The profile of 
visitors’ origin has increased from 53% overseas  
in 2014 to 61% in 2015; the remaining 39% in  
2015 were from Ireland with the highest number 
of these (80%) coming from the Dublin area.  
Of the overseas visitors, similarly to 2014, 
mainland Europe made up the highest proportion 
(42%), followed by visitors from USA (23%) and 
then Britain. The age profile of visitors changed 
from 2014, with the Library attracting more from 
the 20-32 age bracket (26% – increase of 17%), 
albeit with the main percentage still coming  
from the 46-64 age bracket. 

Strategic Priority 8: To develop a systematic 
approach to marketing the Library
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Head of Operations and Administration: 
Derval O’Carroll, MA

Human Resources Manager: 
Mary Corless, BA (from July 2015)

Technical Manager: 
Lorna Tracey, BSc (to June 2015)

Finance Manager: 
Anne Dillon, FCCA

Rights and Reproductions Officer: 
Sinéad Ward, MA, HDip Arts Administration

Shop Manager: 
Rie Mishima, BA

Shop Assistants:  
Gemma O’Connor (to October 2015) 
Terri O’Brien, BDes (to August 2015) 
Penelope Wu (from August 2015)

Events Co-ordinator: 
Lisa Fitzsimons, MA

Rights and Reproductions Assistant: 
Frances Narkiewicz, PhD (to January 2015) 
Fiona Curran, Classics MA (February to  
August 2015) 

Head Attendant: 
James Curran

Senior Attendants: 
Alan Fitzgerald 
Kevin Hackett

Attendants: 
David Farrelly, BA, HDip in Education 
Val Kavanagh 
Christy Kiernan 
Colm Kiernan  
Brendan Lynch 
John McMahon 
David Steele 

Director: 
Fionnuala Croke, MA, IEMBA 

Personal Assistant to Director: 
June Lattimore

Head of Development: 
Vacant

Membership Co-ordinator: 
Mary Dowling, BA

Curator of the Western Collections: 
Jill Unkel, PhD 

Curator of the Islamic Collections: 
Elaine Wright, MA, MPhil, DPhil

Curator of the East Asians Collections: 
Mary Redfern, MA (from October 2015) 

Reference Librarian: 
Celine Ward, BA, MLIS

Senior Library Assistant: 
Hyder Abbas, BA, MLIS

Head of Education: 
Jenny Siung, MLitt, HDip Arts Administration, 
HDip Adult and Community Education

Education Assistant: 
Justyna Chmielewska, MLitt

Head of Collections and Conservation: 
Jessica Baldwin, BA Hon. Conservation

Senior Book Conservator: 
Kristine Rose Beers, BA Hon. Conservation  
(from January 2015)

Book Conservator: 
Julia Poirier, MA Conservation 

Curatorial Assistants: 
Laura Muldowney, MA 
Elizabeth Omidvaran, MLitt

Staff List 
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Caroline Montgomery 
Brian O’Neill 
Mary O’Riordan 
Margaret Roche 
Cathriona Russell 
Orla Ryan 
Hiromi Anzai (Japanese language Guide)  
Karma El Shawa (Arabic and  
English language Guide)  
Tiedong Yang (Mandarin language Guide)

Visitor Services Representatives:  
Margaret Brady 
Maura Fennell 
Noel Gorman 
Mary Neville 
Rita Sutton

Retail Assistants:  
Mary Gallagher

Membership Assistants:  
Tasneem Filaih 
Marie FitzGerald  
James Meehan 
Delphine Petitjean  
Margaret Roche

Education Assistant: 
Jesse Beers

Graphic Design:  
Emma Byrne

Conservation Assistant:  
Adam Macklin

INTERNSHIPS:

Conservation 
Puneeta Sharma, MA Conservation  
(to November 2015) (Heritage Council  
Sponsored Conservation Intern) 
Cécilia Duminuco, MA Conservation  
(from November 2015) (Heritage Council 
Sponsored Conservation Intern)

Education 
Caitríona Buggle, BSc (to September 2015)
(JobBridge National Internship Scheme) 
Fiona Curran, MA (to January 2015)  
(JobBridge National Internship Scheme) 
Catherine Farmer (June to August 2015) 
(Duke Engage: Ireland Programme intern)
Amanda Wagstaff, MFA (from September 2015) 
Fulbright Scholar  
Aoife Drinan, MA (from November 2015) 
(JobBridge National Internship Scheme)

Retail 
Gemma O’Connor (to April 2015) 
(JobBridge National Internship Scheme) 
Kevin Newman (from October 2015) 
(JobBridge National Internship Scheme)

VOLUNTEERS 

Tour Guides:  
Joan Barnewell 
Noeleen Bryan 
Heidi Campbell 
Diana Delia  
Costanza Ficorella 
Jack FitzGerald (English and  
Irish language Guide) 
Kurt Kullmann 
Patricia McCabe 
James Meehan 
Nateghe Moane 



 

     Year End Year End 
    2015 2014

  Restricted Unrestricted Total Total
  Funds Funds  

Incoming resources    

Dept of AHG  - Grant in aid  –   2,225,000  2,225,000  2,125,000 

                      - Capital grant 175,000   –  175,000  175,000 

Other sponsorship and donations 88,885  107,442  196,327  152,486 

Shop gross contribution  –  120,059  120,059  110,522 

Room hire and events  –  22,268  22,268  25,505 

Restaurant income  –  42,716  42,716  44,252 

Bank interest  1,761  8,961  10,722  23,612 

Tours and workshops  –  8,109  8,109  10,624 

Other income   –   16,861  16,861   16,167 

Total incoming resources 265,646  2,551,416  2,817,062  2,683,168 

Resources expended  

Staff costs  78,972  1,574,371  1,653,343  1,698,851 

Occupancy and administration  –  413,265  413,265  411,036 

Other expenditure 17,665  435,479  453,144  425,681 

Depreciation  178,299  14,834  193,133   212,517

Total resources expended 274,936  2,437,949  2,712,885  2,748,085 

Surplus for the year (9,290) 113,467  104,177  (64,917)

Opening reserves 1,747,203  992,002  2,739,205  2,804,122 

Closing reserves 1,737,913  1,105,469  2,843,382  2,739,205 

Chester Beatty Library Trust 
Statement of Financial Activities 
Year End 31 December 2015
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   Year End   Year End
   2015  2014

Fixed assets 

Tangible fixed assets   1,012,931  1,181,075

Investments   3,176,254   3,032,005

    4,189,185   4,213,080 

Current assets

Shop stocks   109,532   91,644 

Debtors and prepayments  54,157   75,850

Bank accounts   645,316   356,418 

   809,005   523,912 

Current liabilities 

Creditors and accruals  (289,044)  (256,444)

Net current assets  519,961   267,468 

   4,709,146   4,480,548 

Capital and reserves

Capital Funds   302,030   302,030 

Restricted Funds  1,737,913   1,747,203 

Unrestricted Funds  1,105,468   992,001

   3,145,411   3,041,234 

Development fund  1,563,735   1,439,314

   4,709,146   4,480,548

Chester Beatty Library Trust  
Balance Sheet  
Year End 2015
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1 Accounting policies  
The significant accounting policies adopted by the 
Library are as follows: 

a. Basis of accounting 
The accounting policies used and disclosures 
made in the financial statements comply with the 
requirements of Generally Accepted Accounting 
Practice in Ireland and are prepared under the 
historical cost convention in accordance with the 
recommendations of Accounting and Reporting 
by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
1 (SORP 1), except as set out below in respect 
of Heritage Assets, Pension Accounting and 
Investments.

The benefits of the Library’s long leasehold 
arrangements in its premises at the Clock Tower 
Building, within Dublin Castle, are not reflected 
in these Financial Statements. 

The staff of the Library participate in the 
statutory Public Service Pension Scheme. The 
pensions payable under this scheme have been 
and continue to be payable by the Library and the 
cost of these pensions form part of the ongoing 
Library payroll funding, through the annual 
Grant-in-Aid receivable from the Department 
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. Generally 
Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland would 
require that the net actuarial cost of this pension 
obligation be provided for in the financial 
statements, however, because such costs are 
funded through the annual Grant-in-Aid as 
they arise, no such net provision is considered 
necessary and accordingly it has not been made. 

Because the Trust is not entitled to reclaim value 
added tax, all costs, assets and liabilities are, 
where appropriate, inclusive thereof. 

All income and expenditure arising in connection 
with the activities of the Library are dealt with in 
the Statement of Financial Activities except that 
expenditure paid directly by the Department of 
Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is not included 
in the financial statements. 

b. Heritage assets 
The principal asset of the Library is the invaluable 
and extensive collection which consists of ancient 
biblical papyri; exceptional Islamic manuscripts of 
outstanding cultural and artistic value; Japanese, 
Chinese and European manuscripts; an Imperial 
Mughal Indian painting collection, one of the 
finest in existence; valuable printed books, prints, 
drawings; and important decorative arts objects 
from Asia and Europe. The Library is regarded 
as holding one of the finest collections of its kind 
ever amassed by a single connoisseur-collector. 
Further information is given in note 8. 

No value recognition is given to this material 
asset in these Financial Statements as the 
Collection is inalienable, unique, irreplaceable 
and extensive, and information on its value is not 
readily available and cannot be obtained at a cost 
commensurate with the benefits to users of the 
financial statements. 

All expenditure on additions to, and management 
of, the Collection is charged to the Statement of 
Financial Activities as incurred. Heritage assets 
purchased or donated within the last five years 
are set out in note 8 to the balance sheet at cost 
or valuation at the time of acquisition, where such 
a valuation is reasonably obtainable. Valuations 
of donations are carried out during the year of 
acquisition by the Library’s curators and, where 
appropriate, with reference to external experts 
and/or recent sales of similar objects.  

Notes to the accounts
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c. Grants 
Grants from the Department of Arts, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht are dealt with in the Statement 
of Financial Activities on an accruals basis. 

d. Sponsorship, subscriptions and  
similar income 
Sponsorship, subscriptions and similar income 
are accounted for as restricted funds when 
so designated by the contributor. Such funds 
receivable for restricted purposes are dealt  
with through the Statement of Financial 
Activities – restricted funds, on an accruals basis. 
Expenditure from these funds is dealt with in  
the specific funds through the Statement of 
Financial Activities. 

Funds receivable for which there is no specific 
purpose designated by the contributor, are dealt 
with in the Statement of Financial Activities – 
unrestricted funds, on an accruals basis. 

e. Tangible fixed assets and depreciation 
The Library’s long leasehold premises at Dublin 
Castle and most of its initial fit-out were provided 
by the State and accordingly are excluded from 
the financial statements. 

Other tangible fixed assets acquired by the 
Library are stated at cost less accumulated 
depreciation. 

The estimated useful lives of tangible fixed assets 
by reference to which depreciation has been 
calculated are as follows: 

Leasehold improvements performed by the 
Library 15 Years  

Fixtures, fittings and equipment 5 Years 

f. Stocks 
Stocks, excluding the Library contents, mainly 
consist of publications, catalogues, gifts and 
cards and are stated at the lower of cost and net 
realisable value. In accordance with this policy, 
no recognition is given to stock donated to the 
Library. 

g. Investments 
Investments are stated at market value at the year 
end based on their middle market quotation. 
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