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I
AN IJAZA OF AL-SAKHAWI
URING the years 885-7/1480-2 the eminent Egyptian polymath,
\ Shams al-Din Abu ’1-Khair Muhammad b/Abd al-Rahman b.
f Muhammad al-Sakhawi (d. 902/1497), resided at Mecca: so we
learn from the very interesting autobiographical notice which he
included in his most important work, al-Dciti al-ldutV.^ Among the many
scholars with whom he associated in this period of his most productive
life was a certain Abu Bakr b. Muhammad b. Abi Bakr b. Nasr b. 'Umar
al-Hishi al-Halabi al-Shafi'I al-Bistami, known as Ibn al-Hishi.^ The
grandfather of Ibn al-Hishi, who claimed descent from 'Amr b. Ma'diKarib the minor poet who perished at the battle of Nihawand in 20/641,3
was born at Hish, a village near al-Ma'arra in the district of Hamat,
whence he removed to Aleppo in 816/1413 to reside there until his death
at the age of about ninety in 846/1442. His home was the Dar al-Qur’an
al-'Asha’iriya; a disciple in Sufism of'Abd Allah b. Khalil al-Asadabadi
was widely reputed for his learning and
al-Bistami (d. 7^5/^3^3)>'^
saintliness and attained recognition as the undisputed head of the
Bistamiya fraternity in Syria.s Ibn al-Hishi’s father was born at Ma'arrat
al-Nu'man in 799/1397, and eventually succeeded his father as Shaikh
of the Dar al-Qur’an al-'Asha’iriya; he died at Aleppo in 875/1471.6 Ibn
al-Hishi himself was born at Aleppo in 848/1444 and succeeded his
father in what was evidently a family appointment F he met al-Sakhawi

C

* See al-Dau al-ldmi , viii. 14.
^ Ibid. xi. 75.
^ Ibn Qutaiba, al-Shir wal-shuara, 219-22.
Ibn Hajar, al-Durar al-kdmina, ii. 259.
* al-Dau al-ldmi', xi, 96-7.
^ Ibid. vii. 202-3.
’ The institution was presumably founded by the Ibn 'Asha’ir who was an ancestor of
Ibn al-Hishi, see below.

at Mecca in 886/1481 and 887/1482 and transcribed to his great satisfac
tion several of al-Sakhawi’s works; al-Sakhawi informs us that he wrote
for him an ijdza in his own hand
ojUl <0
3 diJjj
Jkjj^
It is satisfactory to report the existence of a manuscript^ which
strikingly confirms in every detail the accuracy of al-Sakhawi’s fore
going statement. MS. Arab. 773 in Mr. Chester Beatty’s wonderful col
lection is a volume transcribed at Mecca during the year 886/1481 by
the aforementioned Abu Bakr b. Muhammad b. al-Hishi; he gives his
name in full (fob 37^) as Abu Bakr b. Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-yishi
b. Nasr b. *Umar b. Hilal b. Ma*di b. Zaid b. Abi Yazid b. Asha ir b.
Ishlabiya b. Ahmad b. Abi ’1-Karam b. 'Abd Allah b. *Abd al-Ghaffar
b. Muhalhil b. *Urwa b. *Amr b. Ma di-Karib b. Zaid al-Khair al-Ta’i
the Companion. It contains a number of works by al-Sakhawi not other
wise preserved, of which a fuller account is given later in this monograph;
these works were read by the copyist before the author. An attestation of
the reading of the first of these treatises, the Kitdh al-Bulddnlydt,^ is
inscribed in al-Sakhawi’s own hand on foil. 2yb-2Sa.
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^ al-Dau al-ldmi, xi. 74-5.
^ The authorship of this work is claimed by al-SakhawI in his autobiography, see Ibid,
viii. 15.
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From this interesting entry, which is written in a very characteristic
cursive hand, for the most part unpointed, we learn that Ibn al-Hishi
was accompanied on his visit to Mecca by three sons, Qiwam al-Din
Muhammad, Diya’ al-Din Ahmad, and Path al-Din Umar, and a
daughter, Umm Hani* 'A’isha; it is worth noting that al-Sakhawi does
not expressly state that the daughter w'as present during the readings,
though as she is included in the ijdza it may be presumed that she was, at
any rate, sometimes in attendance with her father.
It is not, however, the foregoing authorization to which al-Sakhawi
refers in al-Dau al-ldmi\ but rather to a much longer and more impor
tant entry made by him in this same manuscript. Foil. 92^1036 contain
a very full and elaborate ijdza, again in al-Sakhawi’s own hand, which
lists all the books read with him by Ibn al-Hishi during this association,
his own and others’ alike; in listing the latter titles al-Sakhawi has named
the shaikhs under whom he himself studied them, together with their
isndds going back to the original authors. These pages thus constitute a
miniature curriculum studiorum of an eminent 9/15th-century scholar and
his circle. The following paragraphs summarize the contents of this
historical document.
The materials and books studied under al-Sakhawi by Sharaf al-Din
Abu Bakr b. Shams al-Din Abu *Abd Allah Muhammad b. Sharaf
al-Din Abi Bakr al-Hishi al-Halabi al-Shafi'i al-Bistami were:
I. al-Hadlth al-musalsal bil-auwallydt, i.e. the first tradition alSakhawi heard from a number of scholars, among them being his distin
guished teacher Shihab al-Din Abu ’1-Fadl Ahmad b. *Ali b. Muhammad
Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalani (d. 852/1449).^ He also received it m writing
from Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Tadmuri al-Khalili (d.
838/1435)-^ Ibn Hajar’s isndd mounted through Zain al-Din Abu ’1-Fadl
Brockelmann, ii. 67-70, Suppl. ii. 72-6.
^ al-Dau al-ldmi, vii. 81-2.

'Abd al-Rahim b. al-Husain al-'Iraqi al-Kurdi (d. 806/1404),^ and there
joined with that of al-Tadmuri. The backward links in the chain were
respectively Abu ’1-Fath Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim alMaidumi, Abu ’1-Faraj al-Harrani, Abu ’1-Faraj 'Abd al-Rahman b.
'Ali Ibn al-Jauzi, Abu Sa'd Isma'il b. Ahmad b. 'Abd al-Malik alNisaburi, Abu Salih Ahmad b. 'Abd al-Malik al-Mu’adhdhin, Abu
Tahir Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Mahmish al-Ziyadi, Abu Hamid
Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Yahya b. Bilal al-Bazzaz, 'Abd al-Rahman b.
Bishr b. al-Hakam, Sufyan b. 'Uyaina, 'Amr b. Dinar, Abu Qabus the
client of 'Abd Allah b. 'Amr b. al-'As, 'Abd Allah b. 'Amr, and finally
the Prophet. The text of this hadith^ a favourite ‘first’,^ is as follows:
c.
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2. Hadith Zuhair^ received from 'Izz al-Din 'Abd al-Rahim b. Mu
hammad b. al-Furat al-Hanafi (d.
Abu Huraira 'Abd alRahman b. 'Umar al-Maqdisi (d. 838/i434),4 and Umm Ahmad 'A’isha
bint 'Ala’ al-Din Abi ’1-Hasan al-Hanbali (d. 84o/i437).5 Their chain ran
back through 'Izz al-Din Abu 'Umar b. Jama'a, Abu ’l-'Abbas Ahmad b.
'Abd al-Mun'im al-Sufi, Umm Ibrahim Fatima bint 'Abd Allah alJuzdaniya, Abu Bakr b. Ridha, Abu ’1-Qasim al-Tabarani, 'Ubaid Allah
b. Ramajis al-Qaisi in 274/887, Abu 'Amr Ziyad b. Tariq at the age of
120, and so to Abu Jarwal Zuhair b. Surad al-Jushmi who was taken
prisoner at the battle of Hunain and recited to the Prophet some verses
beginning
jlixiij

c.^^1 dhli

^

(JUJlc

On hearing these verses, the Prophet said:

^ Brockelmann, ii. 65-6, Suppl. ii. 69-70.
This tradition is particularly associated with the name of Abu Qabus, see Ibn Hajar,
Tahdhtb al-Tahdhlb, xii. 203.
^ Brockelmann, ii. 17, Suppl. ii. ii.
^ al-Dau al-ldmt, iv. 113-14.
® Ibid. xii. 78-9.
^ See Ibn Hisham (ed. Wiistenfeld), 877; Ibn al-Athxr, Usd al-ghdba, ii. 208; Ibn Hajar,
al-Isdba, ii. 24-5.
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Alfiya of al-'IraqF > Ibn Hajar > the author.
Sahlh of al-Bukhari.2
Sahih of Muslim.
Sunan of Abu Dawud.
Jdmi of al-TirmidhI.
8. Muwatta of Malik b. Anas.
9. Miisnad of al-Shafi'i, received (among others) from Ibn Hajar, Abu
’1-Ma'ali Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Bakri (d. 858/1454),3 and Abu *Abd
Allah Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah al-Rashidi (d. 854/1450),^^ their chains
of authority being given.
10. Riyad al-sdlihin of al-Nawawi,5 received from (among others) Ibn
Hajar, Qutb al-Din Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Shuruti,
Umm al-Fadl bint Sharaf al-Din al-Athari (d. 874/1469),^ Umm 'Abd
al-Rahman Bay Khatun bint al-Qadi 'Ala al-Din Abi ’1-Baqa’ al-Subki
(d. 864/i46o),7 and Abu Huraira b. 'Umar al-Qibabi (d. 838/1434),^ with
their chains.
11. al-Maddrik (sc. Maddrik al-tanzil) of Abu ’1-Barakat al-Nasafi,^
received from Ibn Hajar with his chain.
12. al-Tahdhib (sc. Tahdhib al-asmd^ wad-lughdt) of al-Nawawi,^o re
ceived from (among others) Abu Huraira the aforementioned with his
chain.
13. al-Shifd^ (of 'lyad),^^ received from many including Ibn Hajar,
Ibn al-Furat, al-Rashidi, Abu Ahmad Muhammad b. Abi Ishaq al-Sufi
al-Faqih, Umm al-Karam bint Zain al-Din Abi ’1-Fadl b. al-Husain al'Iraqi (d. 863/1458),^^ ^nd Majd al-Din Abu ’1-Fath b. Abi 'Abd Allah
al-Hariri al-Hanafi with their chains.
* See Brockelmann, i. 359, Suppl. i. 612.
^ The isnads of this and the four following works are contained in a separate risdla
described below.
^ al-Dau al-ldmi , vi. 291-2.
* Ibid. viii. 101-2.
® Brockelmann, i. 397, Suppl. i. 682.
^ al-Dau al-ldmi, xii. 131-2.
’ Ibid. xii. 11-12.
® Ibid.iv. 113-14.
® Brockelmann, ii. 197, Suppl. ii. 267.
Ibid. i. 397, Suppl. i. 684.
" Ibid. i. 369, Suppl. i. 630.
al-Dau al-ldmi, xii. 18; daughter of the famous Zain al-Dln al-'lraqi aforementioned.

14- al-Mishkdt (sc. Mishkdt al-masdblh of al-Baghawi),^ received from
Taqi al-Din Abu ’1-Fadl Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Hashimi (d.
871/1466),2 'Afif al-Din Muhammad b. Nur al-Din al-Hasani al-Iji (d.
855/1451),3 and Sharaf al-Din Abu ’1-Fath Muhammad b. Abi Bakr
al-Madani (d. 859/1455)^ with their chains.
15. al-Burda (of al-Busiri)-'’ and
16. Dhukhr al-madd (of the same),^ received from Ibn al-Furat >
I bn Jama'a > the author.
17. Qasida of Abu Haiyan,^ received from Ibn Hajar > Siraj al-Din
Abu Hafs al-Bulqini > the author.
18. Banat Sudd (of Ka'b b. Zuhair),^ received from Ahmad b. 'Ali
al-Misri with his chain.
19. Qasida of Ibn Jabir,^ received from Abu 'Abd Allah b. al-Khadir
al-Halabi Ibn al-Misri in writing.
20. Sunan of al-Nasa’i.^®
21. al-Shaqrdtislya (sc. al-Qasldat al-ldmiya of Abu Muhammad 'Abd
Allah b. Abi Bakr b. 'Ali al-Shaqratisi),^^ received from many including
Ibn Hajar and Umm Muhammad bint Abi ’1-Fadl al-Athari whose chains
of authority are given.
22. Qasida (sc. al-Durar al-sanlya) of al-'Iraqi,^^ received from Ibn
Hajar and Abu ’1-Fath al-Maraghi > the author.
23. Sunan of Ibn Maja.^^
24. Ih^yd' 'ulum al-dln of al-Ghazali.
25. Risdla of al-Qushairi.
26. 'Awdrif al-madrif of al-Suhrawardi.
In addition to the foregoing works, al-Sakhawi read with Ibn alHishi the following books of his own composition :
27. al-Bulddnlydt al-allydt.^^
*
^
®
’
’
”
”

Brockelmann, i. 364, Suppl. i. 621,
^ Ibid. Suppl. ii. 225.
al-Dau al-ldmi , ix. 126-7.
Ibid. ix. 162-5.
Brockelmann, i. 264, Suppl. i. 467.
^ Ibid. i. 267, Suppl. i. 472.
Ibid. ii. no, Suppl. ii. 136.
® Ibid. i. 38, Suppl. i. 68.
Ibid. ii. 13, Suppl. ii. 6.
Chains given in the separate risdla.
Brockelmann, i. 268, Suppl. i. 473.
Ibid. ii. 66, Suppl. ii, 70.
Chains given in the separate risdla.
Unique copy in foil. 1-37 of this manuscript.
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28. al-Jawdhir al-mukallala ji U-akhbdr al-musahala}
29. al-Manhal al-rawifi tarjamat al-Nawawi.^
30. Fath al-Muin bi-takhrij tasnif al-Nawawl al-Arbain?
31. Iltimds al-sadfi 'l-wafd^ bil-wad."^
32. al-Ibtihdj bi-adhkdr al-musdfir al-hdjj.^
33. al-Sirr al-maktum ft 'l-farq bain al-mdlain al-mahmua wa lmadhmum.^
34. ^Umdat al-qdri wa'l-sdmV fi khatm Sahlh al-Bukhdri al-jdmi ?
35. Ghunyat al-muhtdj fi khatm Sahlh Muslim ibn al-Hajjdj?
36. Badhl al-majhud fi khatm al-Sunan li-Abl Daud.^
37. Tahrtr al-maqdl wal-baydn fi ^l-kaldm ^ald ^l-maiddn}^
38. al-Qaul al-badi fi ^l-saldt 'aid H-Habib al-Shaft
39. Irtiydh al-akbdd bi-arbdh faqd al-auldd}^
40. Sharh Alfiyat al-Irdqi.^^
41. Istijldb irtiqd'^ al-ghuraf bi-hubb aqruba* al-Rasul wa-dhawl 7sharafM
42. al-Jawdhir wal-durar fi tarjama Shaikh al-Isldm Ibn Hajar.^^
Such were the books studied in al-Sakhawi’s circle at Mecca during
those two years. It now remains to extract from the ijdza the names of
those who were from time to time associated with Ibn al-Hishi in re
ceiving instruction from the great teacher. We have referred above to
^ Unique copy in foil. 38-92 of this manuscript; mentioned in al-Dau al-ldmi , viii. 16;
wrongly ascribed by Hajji Khalifa to 'Alam al-Din 'Ali b. Muhammad al-Sakhawi (d. 643/
1245, see Brockelmann, i. 410, Suppl. i. 727).
^ Ibid., Suppl. i. 680.
3 No copies appear to be recorded. The work is mentioned in al-Dau al-ldmi\ viii. 16;
al-'Aidarusi, al-Niir al-sdfir, 18; al-Shaukani, al-Badr al-tdli, ii. 185. For al-Nawawi’s
al-Arbdin, see Brockelmann, i. 396, Suppl. i. 682-4.
^ Ibid., Suppl. i. 680.
^
^
5 No copies appear to be recorded. Mentioned in al-Dau al-ldmi, viii. 18.
* Brockelmann, ii. 35.
’ Ibid. Suppl. ii. 33® No copies recorded. Mentioned in al-Dau al-ldmi, viii. 18.
^ No copies recorded. Alentioned ibid, as al-Kaldm aid l-maiddn.
No copies recorded. Mentioned ibid.
” Brockelmann, ii. 35, Suppl. ii. 32.
Ibid. Suppl. ii. 33.
Ibid. i. 359, Suppl. i. 612.
Ibid. ii. 35, Suppl. ii. 32.
Ibid. ii. 68, Suppl. ii. 73.
B1186
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the attendance of Ibn al-Hishi’s three sons and his daughter. The eldest
son, Qiwam al-Din Muhammad, is described by al-Sakhawi as deputyimam of the Great Mosque (at Aleppo), and as author of some feeble
poetry; he could not have been of any great age when they met, for he
had only committed to memory the Hirz al-amdnl of al-Shatibi three
years earlier.^ Piya’ al-Din Ahmad and Umm Hani’ 'A’isha escape
mention in al-Dau al-lami ; there is a very brief entry for Path alDin *Umar.2 The children only attended the lectures occasionally; alSakhawi records the exact parts of books which they studied, and it is
evident that he must have kept a register of attendance judging by the
completeness with which he recounts these trivial details.
Others named as sharing in these studies from time to time are:
1. Badr al-Din Husain b. Siddiq b. Badr al-Din Husain al-Yamani
al-Ahdal, known like his father as Ibn al-Ahdal. Born at Abyat Husain in
850/1446 and receiving his early education in law and grammar in those
parts, he moved in 868/1464 to Zabid where he extended his studies to
include literature. He first performed the pilgrimage in 872/1468, and
later joined al-Sakhawi’s group when he was residing at Mecca for the
third time, transcribing some of his works in his own hand. He composed
a poem in honour of al-Sakhawi, who in return wrote him a compre
hensive ijdza. At the time when al-Sakhawi was writing al-Dau alIdmi he received news that Ibn al-Ahdal had given up his former
studies and become a Sufi; he received affectionate and flattering letters
from him down to the year 899/1494.3 A mystical treatise by him en
titled Irtiydh al-arwdh Jl dhikr Alldh al-Karim al-Fattdh is extant in a
single copy.4 He died at Aden in 903/1498.5 His grandfather Badr alDin al-Ahdal (d. 855/1451) was a noted historian and was Mufti of
Abyat Husain; several of his works have survived.^
2. Asil al-Din 'Abd Allah b. Imam al-Din Ahmad b. Shams al-Din
Muhammad b. Qutb al-Din al-Husaini al-Iji al-Makki al-Shafi'i, a
^ See al-Dau al-ldmi , vii. 191. This renowned poem on the Readings of the Qur’an (see
Brockelmann, i. 409, Suppl. i. 725) was always one of the first books studied by schoolboys.
2 al-Dau al-ldmi, vi. 76.
3 Ibid. iii. i44~5^ Brockelmann, Suppl. ii. 251.
5 Ibn al-'Imad, Shadhardt al-dhahab, viii. 20.
6 Brockelmann, ii. 185, Suppl. ii. 238-9.
10

member of a learned family resident in Mecca. He was born in 845/1441
or 846/1442 and studied grammar, law, theology, and exegesis under his
kinsmen, and other distinguished scholars visiting Mecca including alSakhawi himself, who wrote an ijaza for him. He was an excellent calli
grapher and a paragon of virtue.^
3. Jamal al-Din Abu ’1-Makarim Muhammad b. Abi ’1-Qasim Mu
hammad al-Rafi'i b. Jalal al-Din Abi ’1-Sa adat Muhammad Ibn Zahira.
His grandfather (d. 888/1483) was the author of a local history of Cairo,
an autograph copy of which is still extant.^ He was born, son of the
Hanafi Qadi of Mecca, in 875/1471 and attended al-Sakhawi’s classes as
well as those of his father.^
4. 'Izz al-Din Abu Faris 'Abd al-'Aziz b. Siraj al-Din 'Umar b.
Muhammad b. Muhammad Ibn Fahd al-Hashimi al-Makki, member of
a family of very eminent scholars. His grandfather, Taqi al-Din Abu
’1-Fadl Muhammad, was born in Upper Egypt but came with his father
to Mecca and died there in 871/1466; a learned traditionist, he wrote
several works which have survived.'*' His father, also a traditionist and an
author, died in 885/1480.5 'Abd al-'Aziz himself was born at Mecca in
850/1447, studied in Medina, Egypt, and Syria, and travelled extensively,
he wrote some books which are extant, and died in 921/1516.^ He first
studied under al-Sakhawi at Cairo in 884/1479, and later joined his
circle at Mecca; he was a man of every excellence, one of the graces of
his native city.'^
5. M^urshid b. Nasir al-Din M^uhammad b. M^uhammad Ibn al-M!isri
al-Makki. A fine calligrapher, binder, and illuminator, he made many
copies of al-Sakhawi’s al-Oaul al-hadi . He earned his living by calli
graphy, but produced little because of his frequent journeys to India in
search of a livelihood.^
6. Nur al-Din 'Ali b. Muhammad b. Hasan b. Siddiq al-Yamani alShafi'i, called al-Fati, and Ibn Abi Tina. A brilliant student of law,
theology, grammar, and mathematics, he joined al-Sakhawi s studygroup and distinguished himself by his intelligence and earnestness; but
*
3
5
7

al-Dau
al-Dau
Ibid. ii.
al-Dau

^
*
^
®

al-ldmi\ v. 12.
al-ldmi, ix. 271.
i75> Suppl. ii. 225.
al-ldmi, iv. 224-6.
II

Brockelmann, Suppl. ii. 40.
Brockelmann, Suppl. ii. 225.
Ibid. Suppl. ii. 224.
Ibid. X. 154.

he was so poor that he died of want in 888/1483 when just over thirty
years of age, a loss which al-Sakhawi greatly regretted.^
7. Jalal al-Din Muhammad b. Fath al-Din Muhammad b. *Abd alRahman b. Hasan Ibn Suwaid al-Misri al-Maliki. Born in 856/1452 and
brought up in a pious environment, on his father’s death he gave himself
over to frivolity and wasted his inheritance, acquiring an unmentionable
reputation. He was nevertheless persistent in attending al-Sakhawi’s
classes at Mecca, and even pursued him to Medina; in both places alSakhawi besought him to mend his ways. For all that, his vicious prac
tices continued to be a public scandal down to the year 898/1493.^ Ibn
Suwaid subsequently joined the service of Mahmud Shah at Ahmadabad
(Gujerat), under whose rule he enjoyed high preferment; when Muzaffar
Shah succeeded to the throne he became the victim of a palace intrigue
and lost much of his influence. He had no sons, but adopted one after
the Indian fashion, and on his death in9i9/i5i3 he left all his money to
him and his widow. His daughter, who lived in Cairo, received nothing
of his fortune .3
8. Qutb al-Dln Muhammad b. 'All b. Mahmud b. *Ali al-Sana’ alIsbahani al-Shirazi al-Shafi"i. Born at Shiraz a little after 820/1417, he
studied widely under a number of eminent teachers, and preached in the
Old Mosque at Shiraz and elsewhere. He resided at Mecca for about
eight years, and joined al-Sakhawi’s circle in 886/1481, receiving a com
prehensive ijdza from him. On returning to Shiraz he is said to have
become rich and prosperous; he again visited Mecca and met al-Sakhawi
there in 897/1492 and 898/1493 His son Muhammad was present with
him at the study-group in 886/1481.5
9. Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Sulaiman b. Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah
al-Kinani al-Haurani al-Ghazzi al-Hanafi al-Muqri’. A specialist on
grammar and the variant readings of the Qur’an, he received an ijdza
from al-Sakhawi and recited to him some of his verses. In 889/1484 he
proceeded to Cairo by sea, and sent al-Sakhawi an autograph copy of two
poems which he composed describing a fire at Medina and a flood at
Mecca.^ He died at Gaza his native city in 930/1524.'^
* al-Dau al-ldmi, v. 297-8.
* al-Dau al-ldmi, viii. 218.
’ Shadhardt al-dhahab, \m. 170-1.

^ Ibid. ix. 91-2.
^ Ibid. ix. 164.
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^ al-Nur al-sdfir, 102-3.
^ Ibid. i. 309.

So from this precious ijaza we get a remarkable picture of the great
scholar, surrounded by his circle of earnest and—with one exception—
pious students, some of whom were themselves distinguished authors,
passing the months between one pilgrimage and the next in serious
attention to some of the fundamental works of Muslim learning, and
receiving from al-Sakhawi’s lips a number of his own compilations. No
doubt it is a picture which typifies the scene at Mecca whenever scholars
and students from various parts of the Muslim world gathered together,
to perform in common the ancient rites of the Pilgrimage, and to ex
change such goodly knowledge as they had acquired from their teachers
in the remote provinces which gave them birth. It is certainly not a pic
ture of intellectual stagnation; rather it constitutes a very favourable
testimony to the vitality of Islamic studies at the end of the 9/15th
century.
II
THE TRAVELLING TRADITIONIST
To travel in search of knowledge was, according to a well-known Tradi
tion of the Prophet, a duty incumbent upon every Muslim; to travel in
quest of Traditions was furthermore a necessity, as soon as collecting
hadlth became important to the development of the Islamic sciences, for
the great wars of conquest had taken the Prophet’s early followers and
their successors to the remotest corners of the civilized world, and it was
the laudable ambition of every self-respecting traditionist to receive his
materials from the actual lips of those who had either heard the Prophet
utter the cherished words, or could point to an unbroken chain of local
transmission from one who had been so privileged. It thus befell that the
mark of the really great traditionist was that he should have qualified to
be called rahhdla—a traveller; it is well known that the prince of them
all, Muhammad b. Ismahl al-Bukhari (d. 256/870), journeyed sixteen
years through Persia, Iraq, Syria, and Egypt in gathering the voluminous
matter which he sifted to make into al-Jdmi al-sahlh.^
According to Hajji Khalifa, the first scholar to combine Traditions
with travel-talk in a single book was Abu Tahir Ahmad b. Muhammad
* See, for instance, P. Hitti, History of the Arabs, 395.
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al-SilafI al-Isbahani (d. 576/1181), the renowned Shafi'i scholar^ who
wrote an arbaun hulddnlya^—that is to say, a collection comprising forty
select Traditions each one of which had been first heard by him from a
different authority in a different town. Three copies of this curious work
have been preserved; its title is Kitdb al-Arbain al-mustaghnl bi-tdyin
md flhi min al-mdln? Hajji Khalifa names, among others who composed
similar works, Abu ’1-Qasim Hamza b. Yusuf al-Sahmi, but does not
give the date of his death; actually this took place in 427/1036,"^ so that
it is clear that to him properly belongs the credit, so far as our sources
of information indicate, for having invented this interesting variety of
tradition-book.
Still relying on Hajji Khalifa, we learn that al-Silafi’s example was
presently followed by the illustrious Damascene historian Ibn 'Asakir
(d. 571/1176); perhaps one copy of his bulddnlya is extant.^ Thereafter
two others imitated the same model—Abu Abbas Ahmad b. Muham
mad b. al-Zahiri al-Halabi (d. 696/1297) and Sharaf al-Din "Abd Allah
b. Muhammad al-Wani (d. 749/1348). To this brief catalogue may be
added the name of al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Muham
mad al-Bakri (d. 656/1258),^ a solitary copy of whose treatise is in
Tubingen .7
Thus far we are carried by hitherto available reference works. But, as
recorded in the preceding chapter, the Chester Beatty Arabic MS. 773
contains in foil. 1-37 the unique copy of a treatise by Shams al-Din alSakhawi, his Kitdb al-Bidddniydt, which presents a far more detailed
picture of this out-of-the-way by-path of the science of hadlth, while at
the same time supplying new details of its author’s life as a student. In
his prefatory remarks al-Sakhawi furnishes a long list of the names of
scholars who had trodden this road before him; the dates of their death
are recorded upon the margin of the transcript. They are as follows:
^ Ibn Khallikan no. 43; al-Subkl, Tabaqdt al-Shdfiiya, iv. 43-8; al-DhahabI, Tadhkirat
al-huffdZy iv. 90-6.
^ Kashf al-zunun, i. 233 (no. 397).
^ Brockelmann, i. 365, Suppl. i. 624.
He is best known for his history of Gurgan, see Brockelmann, Suppl. i. 571.
^ Ibid. i. 331.
^ Tadhkirat al-huffdz, iv. 233.
’ Brockelmann, Suppl. i. 610.
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1. 'Atiq b. 'All b. Dawud al-Samantari al-Saqall (d. 464/1072), a pupil
of the eminent historian and biographer Abu Nu'aim al-Isbahanid
2. Abu Tahir Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Silafi (the above-mentioned),
who claimed to be the first to adventure in this field:
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3. Ibn 'Asakir (the above-mentioned).
4. Abu Ya'qub Yusuf b. Ahmad b. Ibrahim al-Shirazi al-Baghdadi
(d. 585/1189).^
5. Abu ’1-Barakat Muhammad b. 'Ali b. Muhammad b. 'Ali alAnsari al-Mausili al-Shafi'i (d. 600/1204).^
6. Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma'il b. 'Ali b. Abi ’1-Saif alYamani al-Faqih al-Shafi'i (d. 606/1210).'^
7. Abu Muhammad 'Abd al-Qadir b. 'Abd Allah al-Ruhawi alHanbali (d. 612/1216).s
8. Abu ’1-Hasan 'Ali b. Ahmad b. Yahya al-Azdi al-Jaiyani (d. ca.
628/1231).
9. Abu 'Ali al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. Abi ’1-Futuh Muhammad b.
Muhammad b. 'Amr al-Bakri al-Nisaburi (the above-mentioned).
10. Wajih al-Din Abu ’1-Muzaffar Mansur b. Salim al-Sikandari alShafi'i (d. 673/1275).^
11. Shams al-Din Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. Muhammad b. alHusain b. 'Abdak al-Kindi al-Sufi (d. 682/1283).
12. Jamal al-Din Abu ’l-'Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah
al-Zahiri al-Hanafi (the above mentioned).
13. Sharaf al-Din Abu Ahmad 'Abd al-Mu min b. Khalaf al-Dimyati
(d- 705/1306).^
Yaqut, Mu jam al-hulddn, iii. 144-5*
Tadhkirat al-huffdz, iv. 145-7*
Tabaqdt al-Shdjilya, v. 19 gives the date 609/1213.
Tadhkirat al-huffdz, iv. 174-5*
Brockelmann, i. 335, Suppl. i. 573~4*
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^ See Brockelmann, i. 478.

’ Ibid. ii. 73, Suppl. ii. 79.

14. Qutb al-Din Abu Muhammad 'Abd al-Karim b. 'Abd al-Nur alHalabi al-HanafI (d. 735/1334).^
15. 'Alam al-Din Abu Muhammad al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. Yusuf
al-Birzali (d. 739/i339)-^
16. Shams al-Din Abu *Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. 'Uthman
al-Dhahabi, the celebrated historian and biographer (d. 748/1348) alSakhawi states that he had seen a list in al-Dhahabi’s own hand naming
the forty-four towns where he had studied and the shaikhs who had
taught him.
17. Shams al-Din Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. Jabir al-Wadi’ashi
al-Maliki (d. 749/1349).
18. Sharaf al-Din Abu Muhammad *Abd Allah b. Muhammad b.
Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Wani al-Hanafi (the above-mentioned).
19. Abu ’1-^Abbas Ahmad b. Sa'id b. 'Umar al-Siwasi (d. 749/1349).s
20. Taqi al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Abi Bakr b. 'Arram alSikandari Sibt Abi ’1-Hasan al-Shadhili (d. 777/1475).^
21. Zain al-Din Abu ’1-Fadl 'Abd al-Rahim b. al-Husain al-'Iraqi (d.
806/1404),7 who visited thirty-five towns.
22. Shihab al-Din Abu ’1-Fadl Ahmad b. 'Ali Ibn Hajar (d. 852/
1449) al-Sakhawi states that he had seen a list in Ibn Hajar’s own hand
naming the thirty-nine towns where he had studied and the shaikhs who
had taught him.
These were the predecessors whose example al-Sakhawi proposed to
emulate. He himself had heard traditions (or, in some cases', verses) in
eighty different localities; he would arrange his account in alphabetical
order of the places named, giving precedence, however, to Jedda, Mecca,
Medina, Jerusalem, and Hebron. The following is a brief extract of his
book, naming the places and scholars with brief notes on the latter.
I. Jedda: Abu ’1-Hasan 'Ali b. Ibrahim b. 'Ali al-Yamani al-Makki alShafi'i (d. 859/1455).
Born before 790/1388 at Ta'izz in Yemen, he had memorized the
Qur’an by the age of eight as well as other books, including about forty
Brockelmann, ii. 63, Suppl. i. 261.
^ Ibid. ii. 46-8, Suppl. ii. 45-7.
® Ibid. i. 136.
^ Brockelmann, ii. 65, Suppl. ii. 69-70.

Ibid. ii. 36, Suppl. ii. 34-5.
al-Durar al-kdmina, iii. 413—14.
® Ibid. iii. 373.
^ Ibid. ii. 67-70, Suppl, ii, 72-6.
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of al-Hariri’s Maqdmdt. He performed the pilgrimage many times, first
in 805/1403, and also visited Medina, first in 808/1406, meeting numer
ous eminent scholars on these occasions. Later he travelled in Palestine,
Syria, and Egypt, returning to Mecca full of good learning in about
840/1437. Besides Jedda, al-Sakhawi also studied under him at Mecca
and Mina. For all his piety and scholarship he was possessed of a
lively wit, though given to drowsiness, probably because of his nightly
vigils.’^
2. Mecca: Abu ’1-Fath Muhammad b. Abl Bakr b. al-Husain alMadani al-MaraghI (d. 859/1455).
Born in 775/1374 at Medina, he studied under a number of eminent
scholars alike in his birthplace, during his travels with his father from
793/1391 to 795/1393, and at Cairo which he visited in 799/1397. He
repeatedly journeyed to Mecca, first in 800/1398, and lived there from
time to time, finally adopting it as his place of residence in 840/1437; he
was head of the Zamamiya Khanqah, and later of the Jamaliya Khanqah,
being in his elder years devoted to the mystical life and withdrawn from
the world. He was an admirer of the teachings of Ibn 'ArabI, on account
of which he encountered much criticism; he was finally murdered at the
very gate of the Ka'ba, and prayers were said for him in absentia in the
Umaiyad Mosque of Damascus and elsewhere. He wrote a four-volume
commentary on the Minhdj al-tdlihin of al-Nawawi entitled cil-McishTO,
al-tawl fi shcirh Minhdj al-Nawciwiy as well as a four-volume epitome of
Ibn Hajar’s Fath al-Bdrl entitled Talkhls Abi ^-Fath li-maqdsid alFath?
3. Medina: Badr al-Din 'Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah
al-Ya muri al-Maghribi al-Madani al-Maliki, called Ibn Farhun (d.
859/1455).
Born at Medina in 777/1375 of ^ noble and learned house, he had his
education there. He succeeded his brother Nasir al-Din Muhammad as
Maliki Qadi of Medina in 822/1419, was removed from office in 856/
1452, and then restored the following year to continue in the appoint
ment until his death.^
* al-Dau al-ldmt, v. i53“S*
^ Ibid. vii. 162-5.
B1186

^ Ibid.
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V.

55-6.

4- Jerusalem: Taqi al-Din Abu Bakr b. Muhammad b. Isma'il alQalqashandi (d. 867/1463), and his sister Asma’ (d. between 865/1461
and 867/1463).
Abu Bakr, also called 'Abd Allah, was born at Jerusalem in 783/1382
and was educated there; he also studied at Hebron, Mecca, Nablus, and
Damascus. In Cairo he associated with the leading scholars and was
invested with the Sufi khirqa; at Mecca he is said to have read the whole
of al-Bukhari in three days. He held various teaching and Sufi appoint
ments; he received al-Sakhawi at Jerusalem with great consideration,
and gave him useful introductions to scholars in Safad. In his later years
he attained a high position under the patronage of the Mamluk ruler alMalik al-Ashraf, and was the undisputed Head of Jerusalem, though
keeping to his house most of the time because of bad feet.^
Asma’ was born in 779/1377, and acquired considerable learning as a
traditionist; al-Sakhawi read traditions with her in a very loud voice,
because she was so hard of hearing.^
5. Hebron: Salah al-Din Khalil b, Ahmad b. 'Isa b. Salah al-Din alQaimari al-Kurdi al-Khalili (d. 867/1463).
Born at Hebron in 788/1387, he was educated there and in Cairo. He
taught Qur’an-reading in the mosque at Hebron, where al-Sakhawi
studied under him for a while.^
6. Alexandria: Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Badr al-Din Muhammad b.
al-Damamini al-Maliki al-Sikandari (d. ca. 860/1456).
Born at Alexandria in 790/1388 and educated under distinguished
scholars, he taught traditions in Cairo; al-Sakhawi heard him both there
and at Alexandria. He also had a taste for literature and knew a good deal
of poetry by heart, as well as himself composing verses from time to
time.4
7. Tripoli (Syria): Taqi al-Din Abu Bakr b. Muhammad b. Muham
mad b. al-Sadr al-Ba'li al-Hanbali (d. 871/1467).
Born at Baalbek in 777/1375, he studied the Qur’an, grammar, and
law there before removing to Tripoli in 819/1416 to be deputy-Qadi and,
^ al-Dau al-ldmi, xi. 69-71.
^ Ibid. xii. 7.
^ ibid. iii. 193.
* Ibid, ii. 105-6. His father, a noted philologist, died at Gulbarga (India) in 827/1424,
see Brockelmann, ii. 26, Suppl. ii. 21.
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five years later, Qadi, a position which he occupied almost without inter
mission until his death. He performed the pilgrimage several times, and
visited Jerusalem; he taught traditions in Tripoli. A handsome man, he
is said to have been captured by the Franks and then to have escaped
from them, on account of which he lost his teeth.^
8. Anbaba: Thiqat al-Din Abu ’l-'Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b.
Yusuf al-*Uqbi (d. 861/1457).
Born at Munya 'Uqba ca. 768/1367, he read the Qur’an there and then
moved into Cairo for his general education, which he completed at
Anbaba. He studied at Mecca in 805/1403, and taught traditions and
Qur’an-reading. Becoming a Sufi, he lived for a while in seclusion at the
tomb of Yusuf al-Anbabi. A man of true piety and abstinence, he died a
martyr to his faith by falling down the ladder of an ablution-tank.^
9. Badr: Kamal al-Din Muhammad b. 'Abd al-Wahid (Ibn alHumam) al-Sikandari (al-Siwasi) (d. 861/1457).
Born at Alexandria in 788/1386 where his father was Qadi, he was
brought up after his father’s death by his maternal grandmother, a
Moorish woman who knew much of the Qur’an by heart. With her he
moved to Cairo to continue his education, later returning to complete it
at Alexandria; he was a master of all sciences, and had a fine voice.
After visiting Aleppo he came home to hold various teaching appoint
ments in Cairo, culminating in a professorship at the Ashrafiya Madrasa
in 829/1426, a position which he held until 833/1430 when he lost favour
and withdrew into retirement. He was recalled by al-Malik al-Zahir
Jaqmaq in 847/1443 to the headship of the Shaikhunl Khanqah. Later
he lived for some time at Mecca and drank the waters of Zemzem, re
turning to Cairo in poor health to die there within a few days. He was a
considerable author, and a number of his works are extant.^
10. Barza (to the east of Damascus): (Shihab al-Din) Abu l-'Abbas
Ahmad b. Muhammad (b. Abi Bakr Ibn Zaid al-Mausili) al-Dimashqi
al-Hanbali al-Naqib (d. 870/1365).
Born at Damascus in 789/1387, he received his education there,
specializing in law and philology. He wrote a little poetry, as well as an
‘ Ibid. xi. 90.
^ Ibid. viii. 127-32; Brockelmann, Suppl. ii. 91-2.
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^ Ibid. ii. 212-13.

epitome of the Sira Rasul Allah of Ibn Hisham and a number of other
works, including biographies of Tamim {Tuhfat al-sdri ild ziydra
Tamlm al-Ddri) and Abu 'Amr al-Auza'i {Mahdsin al-masal fi mandqib
Abi 'Amr al-Auzd'i)\^ al-Sakhawi copied some of his poetry when he
met him. He was a popular teacher and was sought out even by Shafi'I
students, despite the animosity between the two schools in Damascus.^
11. Burtus (near Giza): Abu ’1-Fadl ('Abd al-Rahman) b. Ahmad b.
Zain al-Din 'Abd al-Rahman al-Bahdi al-Maghribi al-Qahiri al-Shafi'I
(d. 875/1470).
Born in 792/1390, he had a wide general education under the best
teachers, and was for a long time from 811/1408 a member of Ibn
Hajar’s circle. He recited at the Azhar Mosque and preached at other
mosques; his accuracy made him one of the leading traditionists of his
time, while his fine voice was admired from his early years. He taught
al-Sakhawi some traditions, and later attended his classes regularly,
being one of his keenest appraisers. Much of his clothes, money, and
books was stolen, a calamity which affected his health so that he fell into
a decline; al-Sakhawi attended his funeral.^
12. Birkat al-Hajj (north of Cairo): Abu ’l-'Abbas Ahmad b. Sharaf
al-Din (Ya'qub) b. Ahmad al-Azhari (al-Itfihi al-Qahiri al-Shafi'i,
called Ibn Ya'qub) (d. 856/1452).
Born at Cairo in 790/1388 and brought up there, he studied under the
most eminent teachers including Zain al-Din al-'Iraqi, whose daughter
Zainab he married. He held a number of judicial appointments, and was
one of the most intellectual yet unassuming men of Cairo, despite his
high office; he was, moreover, cheerful and witty, devoted to religion, and
generous to the poor. He made the pilgrimage several times, and accom
panied Ibn Hajar to Syria. His funeral was attended by a throng of
judges, scholars, students, and men of piety; the terms in which he was
eulogized were fully deserved.^
13. Baalbek: Zain al-Din Abu 'Abd Allah 'Abd al-Ghani b. Taqi alDin al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. 'Abd al-Qadir al-Hashimi al-Yunini alBa'li al-Hanbali (d. ca. 860/1456).
^ Published as an anonymous work, see Brockelmann, Suppl. i. 308.
^ al-Dau al-ldmi\ ii. 71-2.
^ Ibid. iv. 50-2.
* Ibid. ii. 245.
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1
Born in 783/1381 at Baalbek, he studied the Qur’an and law there;
al-Sakhawi met him twice. A quiet, dignified man of a learned family,
he taught in several schools at Baalbek.^
14. Bulbais (eastern suburb of Cairo): Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad
b. Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Bulbaisi al-Shafi'i, called Ibn al-Bishi (d.
853/1450).
Born after 770/1369 at Bulbais, he studied there and, from 792/1390,
in Cairo. He acted as deputy-Qadi of Bulbais, and became a leading
authority in his district.^
15. Boulak: Abu ’l-'Abbas Ahmad b. *Ali al-Ansari (d. 862/1458).
Born in 790/1388 at Cairo, he studied law and philology, performed
the pilgrimage in 844/1441, and acted as deputy-Qadi of Damietta. He
constructed some buildings in Boulak which were for the most part
destroyed by fire. His character was beyond reproach.^
16. Tirsa (a district of Giza): Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. 'All
(b. Ja far) al-Husaini (al-Qahiri al-Shafih) (d. 876/1471).
Born in 803/1401 in the Husainiya quarter of Cairo, he had a general
education there, and among his friends was Ibn Hajar, whose Path alBari he transcribed twice. He travelled to Syria, Palestine, and Mecca
many times, and won a reputation as an earnest student, but made no
fortune out of his legal career. He also taught law and traditions in a
number of establishments, and was a Sufi. He wrote an epitome of Ibn
al-Athir’s Kitdb al-Ansdh which he entitled Mu in al-tulldb bi-ma rifat
al-Ansdb. He was very slow in his movements, and of a humble and un
pretentious character, bearing his domestic difficulties with fortitude;
God blessed him with a number of daughters, all of whom he got
married. He was an old acquaintance of al-Sakhawi’s father, and was
much attached to al-Sakhawi himself, treating him with indescribable
respect. In his later years he withdrew from one appointment after
another and gave up his books, dying after a long illness.^
17. Tafahna (near Sunbat): Abu 'Ali Dawud al-Ghamri.
Not traced.
^ Ibid. ix. 28-9.
Ibid. viii. 176-8.

* Ibid. iv. 248.
3 Ibid. ii. 41.

*
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18. Jibrin (two miles east of Aleppo): Abu Khalid Muhammad b.
Abi Bakr b. Muhammad al-Jibrinl (d. ca. 860/1456).
Born at Jihrin in 805/1403, he lost his father at an early age and was
brought up by his brother, learning writing, archery, and horsemanship.
He succeeded his brother as shaikh of the zdwiya at Jibrin, where alSakhawi met him.^
19. Jazirat al-Fil (between Munya and Boulak): Zaki al-Din Abu
’l-'Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad (b. 'Ali) al-Ansari (al-Khazraji alSa'di) al-Muqri’ (d. 875/1471).
Born at Cairo in 790/1389 where he studied under famous teachers,
he learned chanting and music and was a Sufi; he was an associate of
Ibn Hajar. He wrote his autobiography in more than fifty volumes, as
well as a number of other works, some of which are still extant. He was
an unaffected and congenial man, readily given to tears, witty, and quick
of repartee.^
20. al-Jazirat al-Wusta (between Roda and Boulak, Cairo and Giza):
Abu Zakariya’ (Yahya) b. Muhammad (b. Muhammad) al-Haddadi alTunisi (al-Munawi al-Qahiri al-Shafi'i) (d. 871/1466).
Born at Cairo in 798/1396, he had a general education there under
excellent teachers, as well as at Mecca, becoming an authority on law.
He rose to be professor at the Qubbat al-Shafi'i, and was later Shafi'i
Qadi of Cairo; he conceived a great admiration for al-Sakhawi. Alto
gether he was one of the finest characters of his time, being unassuming,
genial, and generous to the poor, even giving away the clothes he was
wearing and getting into debt for charity’s sake. He was strictly orthodox,
and disassociated himself from the teachings of Ibn *Arabi; yet he had
his enemies and traducers, especially towards the end of his life. His
funeral was the most impressive seen since the death of Ibn Hajar.^
21. al-Ji'rana (a wadi between al-Ta’if and Mecca): Abu Muhammad
'Abd al-Rahim b. Abi Ishaq Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Lakhmi (alAmyuti al-Makki al-Shafi'i) (d. 867/1463).
Born at Mecca in 778/1377 where he had his early education, he went
* al-Dau al-ldmi\ vii, 197.
^ Ibid. ii. 146-9; Brockelmann, ii. 18, Suppl. ii. 11-12.
^ al-Dau al-ldmi, x. 254-7; Brockelmann, ii, 77, Suppl, ii, 84-5,
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to Cairo after his father’s death and studied at the Azhar Mosque under
famous scholars; al-Sakhawi met him in Cairo and at Mecca.^
22. Giza: Abu ’1-Safa’ Khalil b. Sibrij al-Hanafi (al-Kumushbughawi)
(d. 867/1463 or 868/1464).
Born at Cairo in 784/1382, the son of the Commander of the Citadel,
he was orphaned at the age of six, yet had quite a good education, and
taught traditions.^
23. Aleppo: Zain al-Din 'Abd al-Wahid b. Sadaqa b. Sharaf al-Din
Abi Bakr b. Muhammad b. Yusuf b. *Abd al-'Aziz al-Harrani al-Halabi
(d. 862/1458).
Born at Aleppo in 771/1369, he studied under his grandfather the
Musannid of Aleppo. He loved traditions, and was a patient teacher.3
24. Hamat: Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Hibat Allah al-Hamawi
(d. 875/1470).
,
.
,
Born at Hamat in 807/1405, a descendant of Ibn al-Banzi the wellknown Shafi'i scholar,^ he was educated in his native town and at Cairo.
He was appointed deputy-Qadi and later Qadi of Hamat where he also
taught; he was made secretary of Aleppo in 867/1463, a post which he
held for a little over a year. He went many times to Cairo, last of all in
860/1456 with his two sons, the younger of whom died there to his im
mense grief. He was very fond of literature, and wrote an epitome of the
Masari al-ushshdq of al-Sarraj which he called al-Fd'iq min al-Masdn\
as well as an anthology of ten poets entitled Inshirdh al-sadr, and another
book named al-Hasan al-jamil min akhhdr al-Qaisain iva-Jamils
25. Homs: Zain al-Din 'Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. Khalid
al-Himsi (d. 864/1460).
Born at Homs in 777/1375, he was educated there and later taught
traditions; he was a man of great strength.^
^ al-Dau‘ al-ldmi, iv. 166-7.
2 Ibid. iii. 194-5^ Ibid. V. 94.
Died in 738/1338, see Brockelmann, ii. 86, Suppl. ii. loi.
s al-Dau al-ldmi, x. 24-5.
^ Ibid. iv. 129-30.
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26. al-Khanqah al-Siryaqusiya (in eastern Cairo, a Sufi convent
founded by al-Malik al-Nasir Qala’un and completed in 725/1325):
Thiqat al-Din Abu *Ali Mahmud b. 'All al-Sufi al-Khaniki (d. 865/
1461).

Born at the Nasiri Khanqah in 766/1364 where he was educated, he
made the pilgrimage in 811/1409 and 817/1415, residing and studying
at Mecca on the latter occasion; he also visited Jerusalem, Hebron, and
Alexandria. Later he returned to be deputy-Shaikh of his native khanqah,
and al-Sakhawi met him there frequently. He died while at Mecca for
the pilgrimage.^
27. al-Khattara (midway between Bulbais and Salihiya): Abu ’1Hasan b. Muhammad al-Makhzumi.
Not traced.
28. Khulais (a village near Qudaid in Hejaz): Muhammad b. Najm
al-Din Muhammad al-Qadi.
Not traced.
29. Dariya (a village three miles from Damascus): Abu ’l-*Abbas
Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Salihi (called Ibn al-Sharifa)
(d. ca. 871/1467).
Born at Salihiya (Damascus) in 796/1394, he was educated there and
taught traditions; al-Sakhawi met him at both Salihiya and Dariya.^
30. Dusuq (on the Nile): Abu ’1-Hasan "Ali b. Muhammad b. *Ali
al-Abudurri (d. 859/1455).
Born at Abu Durra (Buhaira) ca. 775/1373, he was orphaned as a
child, and received his education in Cairo. He lived at Dusuq from 812/
1409, succeeding to the headship of the Ibrahimi Maqam in 834/1431.
He visited Mecca, Jerusalem, and Alexandria, and al-Sakhawi met him
in Cairo as well as at Dusuq. He had many children, and was nicknamed
Sannan because of a prominent tooth.^
31. Damascus: Abu ’1-Faraj 'Abd al-Rahman b. Khalil al-Dimashqi
(called Ibn al-Shaikh Khalil) (d. 869/1466).
Born at Qabun (Damascus) in 784/1382, he was educated at Damascus,
Cairo, Hebron, and elsewhere. He became a Sufi, and taught traditions;
* al-Dau al-ldmi, x. 140-1.

^ Ibid. i. 202.
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al-Sakhawi heard him in Cairo and at the Umaiyad Mosque in Damascus.
He wrote an extant work inveighing against chess and backgammon.^
32. Damietta: Abu ’1-Taiyib Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. 'Ali alBadrani al-Dimyati (d. 858/1454).
Born at Munya Badran in 782/1380, he was educated there and, after
795/1393,
Cairo, later returning to his birthplace until his father’s
death. He then moved to Damietta, and paid several visits to Cairo; he
taught at Damietta and was also preacher at the Zaki Mosque there;
al-Sakhawi met him both in Cairo and at Damietta. His recitations of the
Qur’an were most affecting.^
33. Dunjaih (midway between Damietta and Samannud): Zain alDin 'Abd al-Rahman b. Ahmad al-Qadi (d. 873/1468).
Born at Dunjaih a little after 800/1398, he had his education in
Damietta and Cairo. He was later appointed Shafi'i Qadi of his native
village.3
34. Umm Dinar (on the Nile near Giza): 'Ali b. Muhammad alHariri al-Adib.
Not traced.
35. Rabigh (between Badr and Khulais in Hejaz): Abu Muhammad
b. Abi Ahmad al-Muqri’.
Not traced.
36. Rashid (on the Nile): Zain al-Din 'Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad
b. 'Umar al-Dimyati Sibt al-Shaikh Yusuf al-'Ajami (called Ibn alKa'ki) (d. after 860/1456).
Born in 778/1376, he committed the Qur’an to memory and did a
little work; he was a good, quiet man, a friend of scholars.^
37. Ramleh: Umm al-Khair (Fatima) bint 'Abd al-Qadir al-Hanafi (d.
after 860/1456).
Studied al-Bukhari’s al-Jami al-sahlh and lived with her husband at
Ramleh, dying at over 90.^
38. al-Zabadani (between Damascus and Baalbek): Muhammad b.
Abi Bakr al-Qadi.
Not traced.

1

^ Ibid. iv. 76; Brockelmann, ii. 97, Suppl. ii. 115.
^ al-Dau al-ldmt, vii. 228-9.
^ Ibid. iv. 52-3.
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* Ibid. iv. 142.

® Ibid.xii. 144.
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39- Sirs (of Manufiya Province): 'Ubaid b. Ahmad al-Sirsi.
Not traced.
40. Sarmln (south of Aleppo): 'Ala’ al-Din Abu ’1-Hasan 'Ali b.
Kamil al-Salami al-Sarmini al-Shafi'i (d. after 860/1456).
Born at Salamiya (Hamat) in 771/1370, he moved to Sarmin to com
plete his education. He lived for a short time in Damascus, visited
Jerusalem and Cairo, and then returned to Sarmln whose Qadi he was
for a while. He wrote some verses, including a poem in 300 couplets
entitled Durar al-afrdd fi marifat al-addad.^
41. Siryaqus (near al-Khanqah al-Siryaqusiya): Taj al-Din 'Abd alWahid (b. 'Uthman b. Abi Bakr) al-Siryaqusi al-Khatib (d. ca. 860/
1456).

Born at Siryaqus in 782/1380 and there educated, he worked a little
and made the pilgrimage a number of times.^
42. Samannud (on the Nile between Cairo and Damietta): (Kamal
al-Din) Abu ’1-Ruh (Abu Bakr) b. 'Abd al-Latif (b. Ahmad) al-Sulami
al-Hakim (al-Mahalli al-Samannudi, called Ibn al-Imam) (d. 860/1456).
Born at Mahalla in 801/1399 where he was first educated, he made the
pilgrimage several times, beginning as a small boy in 805/1403 when his
father and brother resided with him at Mecca for a time. He was deputyQadi of Samannud under Ibn Hajar; some spoke ill of his character.^
43. Shubra al-Khaima (on the Nile between Cairo and Kalyub):
Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Kinani.
Not traced.
44. Salihiya (Damascus): Abu Hafs 'Umar b. Ibrahim (b. Muham
mad) al-Qadi (al-Ramini al-Salihi al-Hanbali) (d. 872/1467).+
Born at Salihiya in 781/1379 or 782/1380, the grandson of Ibn Muflih
al-Qaquni,5 he was educated there and in Cairo, and was appointed
deputy-Qadi of Damascus under his father in 801/1399, then deputyQadi of Cairo, and four years later Qadi of Gaza, succeeding to the
Hanbali Qadiship of Syria in 833/1430. He founded a fine school near
his residence in Salihiya, and taught and preached in many cities.^
^ al-Dau al-ldmi, v. 276.
^ Ibid. v. 94-5.
^ Ibid, xi. 49.
^ Ibid, vi, 66-7.
5 Died 763/1362, see Brockelmann, ii. 107, Suppl. ii. 129.
^ al-Dau al-ldmi, vi. 66-7.
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45- Salihiya (Cairo): Nasir al-Din Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b.
al-AmIr Nasir al-Dln Muhammad (b. Muhammad b. Muhammad) alMa'arri al-Qahiri (d. 877/1473)Born at Ma'arra in 811/1409, he was educated at Hamat, Damascus,
and Cairo under the best teachers including Ibn Hajar; he also visited
Mecca, Jerusalem, and Aleppo, finally settling in Cairo. He had a fine
library to which he was jealously attached, taking his books with him
even on his journeys; al-Sakhawi had known him for many years, and
was much admired by him. He married many times, and yet left no son;
he died of internal boils.^
46. al-Talibiya (Giza): Muhammad b. al-Muhibb al-Misri.
Not traced.
47. al-Ta’if: Abu ’1-Qasim b. Abi Ahmad al-Hashimi.
Not traced.
48. Tanab (Qalyubiya District): Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b.
Mubarak al-Ghamri.
Not traced.
49. Tyre: Abu ’l-'Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Ghazzi alMaliki.
Not traced.
50. *Arafat: (Zain al-Din 'Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. Abi
Bakr b. 'Uthman al-Sakhawi) father of al-Sakhawi (d. 874/1470).
Born at Cairo in 799/1397 or 800/1398 and there educated, he earned
his livelihood like his father before him in the spinners’ market. A man
of the utmost piety, he was easily moved to tears; he was a member of
the Baibarsiya Sufi community, and was there buried with great pomp.^
51. ‘Aqaba Aila (on the east coast of Egypt, a halt for pilgrims):
(Shihab al-Din) Ahmad b. Zaki al-Din Abi Bakr (b. 'Umar b. Yusuf)
al-Maidumi (d. 868/1464).
Born at Cairo in 792/1390 or 793/1391, he was there educated in
grammar and law, and rose to become a deputy-Qadi under Ibn Hajar.^
52. 'Imrait (eastern Egypt): Jamal al-Din Abu Muhammad b. Abi
Ahmad al-‘Ala’i.
Not traced.
Ibid. ix. 305-6.

Ibid.iv. 124-5.
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^ Ibid. i. 258.

53- Gaza: Abu ’1-Faraj 'Abd al-Rahman b. 'Ali b. Ishaq al-TamimI
al-Khalili (d. 876/1472).
Bom at Hebron in 793/1391 or 795/1393 where he was educated, he
made the pilgrimage in 824/1421 and frequently visited Cairo; he taught
traditions and exegesis in his native town. A facile poet, he versified the
Ashdb al-nuzul of al-Ja'bari (calling his poem Madad al-Rahmdn fi asbdb
nuzul al-Qurdn); he also wrote a work on traditions called al-Isdba flmd
rawdh al-Sddat al-Sahdba, collected his Dlwdn, and compiled a Qur’an
commentary entitled Durar al-nafdHs fi mulah al-majdlis. He claimed to
have seen the Prophet Abraham seventeen times, and Muhammad
twenty-five times, in dreams.^
54. Faraskur (near Damietta): Yusuf b. 'Ali b. Muhammad al-Adib
(al-Faraskuri al-Shafih).
Born at Cairo ca. 790/1388, he read the Qur’an there and then returned
to his father’s birthplace, Faraskur, where he earned his living as a bathattendant. He was an accomplished poet and wrote a number of pane
gyrics on the Prophet Muhammad; he lost the sight of an eye, but the
Prophet appeared to him in a dream and cured him, though he still
remained hard of hearing.^
55. Fuwa (on the Nile near Dusuq): Badr al-Din Muhammad b.
Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Misri al-Faqih (al-Shafi'i, called Ibn alKhallal) (d. 867/1463).
Born at Cairo in 776/1374 and there broadly educated under the
leading scholars, he held several appointments in the city and taught and
preached at the Madrasa of Ibn Suwaid. He was invited to Fuwa in
840/1437 and taught in the Mosque of Ibn Nasr Allah. He died while at
his prayers.3
56. Fisha al-Sughra (in Manufiya Province): Sadaqa b. Farah alFishl.
Not traced.
57. Cairo: Ibn Hajar (d. 852/1449).
The celebrated polymath.^
* al-Dau al-ldmi\ iv. 95-6.
^ Ibid. x. 325-6.
* Brockelmann, ii. 67, Suppl. ii. 72 with references.
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^ Ibid. vii. 83-4.

58. al-Qarafa (on the slopes of the Mokattam Hills): Zain al-Din Abu
Muhammad *Abd al-Ghani b. Muhammad al-Samannudi al-Qarafi (d.
857/1453)-

Born at Cairo in 779/1378 and there educated, he performed the pil
grimage and studied at Mecca; he lived in retreat by a tomb in the
Qarafa cemeteryd
59. Qatya (in the desert between Cairo and Gaza): Sharaf al-Din
Ibn Rajab al-Kinani.
Not traced.
60. Kalyub: Muhammad b. *Ali b. al-Khatib.
Not traced.
61. Kafr Batna (Damascus): Abu ’l-'Abbas Ahmad b. 'Ali b. Muham
mad al-Salihi al-Mu’adhdhin (d. 864/1460).
Born at Damascus in 781/1379, he was educated there and taught
traditions in his native city and at Jerusalem and elsewhere; he made the
pilgrimage twice and died at Jerusalem.^
62. Kaum al-Rish (suburb of Cairo): Abu ’l-'Abbas b. Jamal al-Din
*Abd Allah al-'Asqalani.
Not traced.
63. al-Majdal (between Gaza and Ramleh): Ahmad b. 'Abd Allah b.
Muhammad al-Kinani (al-Majdali) (d. 870/1465).
Born at al-Majdal in 809/1406 and there educated, he travelled to
Gaza, Ramleh, Jerusalem, Damascus, Cairo, and Mecca, where he re
sided in 844/1440-1, attending many famous teachers including Ibn
Hajar. He taught in Jerusalem at al-Masjid al-Aqsa and became wealthy
from his sermons, having an exceptionally quick memory and a wide
range of knowledge, though he was something of an exhibitionist and
not a true scholar; there was a sordid affair in which he swindled his
friend al-Biqa i. He slipped in the baths and broke his leg, an accidentregarded by some as a mark of Divine wrath which led to his death.^
64. al-Mahalla (western Egypt): Amina bint Sharaf al-Din Musa b.
Ahmad al-Damhuji (d. after 860/1456), and Hanifa her sister.
Ibid. ii. 41.

' al-Dau al-ldmi, iv. 257-8.
29

^ Ibid. i. 363-6.

Amina was born at Cairo before 790/1388. She was a well-bred, pious
woman. ^
Hanifa attended the same teacher as her sister.^
65. Marg (between al-Zaiyat and Mataria): 'Ala* al-Din Abu ’1Hasan 'Ali b. 'Umar b. 'Abd Allah al-Turkumani al-Marji (d. after
860/1456).
Born at Marg in 795/1393, he had his education there and in Cairo.
He enjoyed a good local reputation, and visited Damietta, Alexandria,
and other places. He became feeble-minded shortly before his death.3
66. al-Mizza (Damascus): Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. 'Abd al-Wahhab
b. 'Imad al-Din (Isma'il b. 'Umar) b. Kathir al-Basrawi al-Mizzi.
Born at Baalbek in 789/1387, he was there educated. A man of a
learned family, he was grandson of Ibn Kathir^ the eminent historian.^
67. Old Cairo: Abu ’1-Tuqa (Salih) b. Siraj al-Din Abi Hafs ('Umar
b. Raslan) al-Kinani (al-Bulqini) (d. 868/1464).
The distinguished author and member of a learned family.^
68. Ma'arrat al-Nu'man (Syria): Abu 'Abd Allah b. 'Alam al-Din alKutubi al-Mufid.
Not traced.
69. Munsha’at al-Mihrani (Old Cairo): Salah al-Din Muhammad b.
Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Shadhili (d. 852/1448).
Born ca. 790/1388 at Cairo where he studied, he composed poetry and
preached, his meetings being attended by eminent scholars; al-Malik
al-Zahir Jaqmaq patronized him before his accession.^
70. al-Mansura (near Damietta): Abu Muhammad (Muhammad) b.
Muhammad b. Khalaf al-Qadi (al-Mansuri) (d. 868/1464).
Born a little before 800/1398 at al-Mansura, he studied there under
good teachers, and after residing in Cairo from time to time he was
appointed Qadi of his native town, and also of Damietta for a while—
indeed of the whole district for some days. A sagacious and experienced
man, he died of elephantiasis.^
^
*
®
’

al-Dau al-ldmi, xii. 5.
^ Ibid. xii. 23.
^ Ibid. v. 267.
Died in 774/1373, see Brockelmann, ii. 49, Suppl. ii. 48.
al-Dau al-ldmi , i. 73.
® See Brockelmann, ii. 96, Suppl. ii, 114-15 with references.
al-Dau al-ldmi, vii. 92-3.
® Ibid. ix. 80.
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71. Manuf: Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. Taj al-Din Muhammad
b. Muhammad al-Manufi al-Qadi (d. ca. 860/1456).
Born at Manuf ca. 793/1391 and there educated, he rose to become
Qadi of his birthplace, but was not a praiseworthy character.^
72. Munyat al-Umara’ (a league from Cairo): Abu ’1-Barakat b.
Ibrahim al-Qadi al-Hanbali.
Not traced.
73. Munyat al-Rudini (eastern Egypt): Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad
b. Muhammad b. Mahmud al-Rudini al-Qadi (d. 853/1449 or 854/1450).
Born in 760/1359 or 766/1365 at Munyat al-Rudini, he was educated
there and in Cairo and made his mark as a law-student, being appointed
Qadi of Bulbais and later Governor of his native district, where he
acquired a great reputation; al-Sakhawi met him both there and at Ibn
Hajar’s classes.^
74. Munyat 'Assas (on the Nile near Samannud): Taqi al-Din Abu
’1-Ma'ali ('Abd al-Rahman) b. Sharaf al-Din (Yahya b. Musa b. Mu
hammad) al-Khatib (al-'Assasi) (d. 895/1490).
Born in 811/1409 at Munyat "Assas, he was educated at Samannud;
al-Sakhawi met him there as well as in Cairo and at his birthplace,
where he acted as Qadi from time to time and preached in its Azhar
Mosque. He went blind in his old age.^
75. Munyat *Uqba (Giza): Abu ’1-As'ad b. Hasan al-Halabi.
Not traced.
76. Munyat Nabit (on the west bank of the Nile): Tzz al-Din *Abd
al-'Aziz b. "Abd al-Wahid al-Takruri al-Faqih al-Shafi'i (d. 872/1468).
Born before 790/1388 at Samannud where he was educated, he made
the pilgrimage in 818/1416 and also visited Medina; he occasionally
went to Cairo on business. He became blind, and then regained his
sight, but lost his memory in his old age.^
77. Mina: Kamal al-Din Abu ’1-Fada’il Muhammad b. Jamal al-Din
Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Makki (d. 861/1457).
Born in 796/1394 at Mecca, he studied there and travelled to Cairo,
Aleppo, and elsewhere in Syria.s
' Ibid. ix. 190.
^ Ibid. iv. 158.

^ Ibid. X. 18-19.
^ Ibid. iv. 220-1.
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78. Nablus: Abu 'Abd al-Qadir Khalil b. 'Abd al-Qadir al-Nabulusi
(d. after 860/1456).
Son of the naqib of the Shafi'i Qadi of Nablus, he studied at Jerusalem
and made a living in judges’ offices.^
79. Wasim (Giza): Muhammad b. Abi ’1-Fadl al-Misri.
Not traced.
80. Yanbu': Abu ’1-Fadl b. Ahmad al-Azhari.
Not traced.
The original transcription of the Kitdb al-Bulddndniydt, in forty-six
sessions, was completed by the author’s brother at the Ghamri Mosque
on 18 Muharram 883 (21 April 1478), it comprising sessions 469-514
of al-Sakhawi’s complete Amdli.
Ill
TRANSMISSION BY SUCCESSION
It must have been a very elaborate card-index of traditions and traditionists that al-Sakhawi kept, with such excellent cross-references that
he was obviously able at very short notice to compile a new treatise on
the subject to satisfy one or other of the eccentric demands made of him
by his friends and pupils. In the preceding chapter we described his
geographical dictionary of places where he heard traditions; we shall
now analyse another curious compilation, a unique copy of which is
contained in foil. 38-92 of the Chester Beatty Arabic MSS. 773.
This treatise, entitled al-Jawdhir al-mukallala fi d-akhbdr al-musalsala, is a collection of loi traditions heard throughout the descent under
certain circumstances or from certain categories of informants ‘Trans
mission by Succession’ so to speak. As far as I am aware, it is unparalleled
of its kind, and full of interest for the light it sheds on these affairs. The
matter is arranged under headings, as follows.
I. al-Musalsala bi d-auwallya: first tradition heard from an informant,
successively back to a Companion of the Prophet.
This tradition, the text and isnad of which has been given in the first
* al-Dau al-ldmi, iii. i97~8.
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chapter of this monograph, was heard by al-Sakhawi from a number of
scholars including:
(i) Sharaf al-Din Abu ’1-Fath Muhammad b. Abi Bakr (b. al-Husain
b. 'Umar) al-Madani (775-859/1374-1455),^ at Mecca.
(ii) Jamal al-Dln 'Abd Allah b. Muhammad (b. 'Abd al-Rahman b.
Ibrahim) al-Hamawi (al-Maqdisi al-Shafi'i) al-Khatib (780-865/13791461),2 at Cairo.
2. al-Miisalsala bil-dkhirlya: last tradition heard from an informant
before his death. This tradition was received from:
(i) Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah b. Muhammad b.
Ibrahim al-Khatib (al-Rashidi al-Qahiri al-Shafi'i) (767-854/1366i45o).3

(ii) Abu ’1-Fadl 'Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. Muhammad alSufi (al-Sandabisi al-Qahiri) (785-852/i383-i448).4
3. al-Musalsal bi-qass al-azfdr yaum al-khamls: tradition transmitted
by an informant while paring his nails on a Thursday. Received from
Salah al-Din Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Khazin.s
4. al-Musalsal bi-yaiim al-ld: tradition transmitted on a festival day.
Received from a number of scholars including:
(i) Ibn Hajar.
(ii) Abu Muhammad 'Abd al-Wahhab b. Muhammad al-Hanafi (766851/1364-1447)-^
(iii) Taqi al-Din Abu Muhammad al-Hashimi.
5. al-Musalsal bi-ijdbat al-dud" ft 'l-Multazam: tradition received at
the Ka'ba. Received from:
(i) Sharaf al-Din Abu ’1-Fath Muhammad b. Abi Bakr (b. al-Husain
b. 'Umar) al-Madani (al-Maraghi) (775-859/i374-i454)-^
(ii) Umm Muhammad bint 'Ali al-Furati.
^ al-Dau al-lami, vii. 162-5.
^ Ibid.iv.150-2.
5 'All b. Abi Talib said:

Ibid.
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^ Ibid. V. 108.
’ Ibid. vii. 162-5.
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6. al-Musalsal bil-wahda: tradition transmitted to a student when
alone. Received from (Burhan al-Din Abu Ishaq) Ibrahim b. *Ali (b.
Muhammad b. Dawud) al-Zamzami (al-Makki al-Shafi'i) (777-864/
1375-1460)-’
7. al-Musalsal bil-huffdz: tradition transmitted by a chain of huffaz.
Received from:
(i) Abu ’1-Na'im (Ridwan) b. Muhammad (al-"Uqbi) al-Muqri’ (769852/i368-i448).2
(ii) Taqi al-Din Abu Muhammad al-Hashimi al-Makki.
8. al-Musalsal bil-fuqaha : tradition transmitted by a chain of lawyers.
Received from:
(i) Sharaf al-Din Abu ’1-Fath Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-Maraghi
al-Shafi'i.
(ii) Nizam al-Din Abu Hafs 'Umar b. Ibrahim al-Salihi al-Hanbali
(al-Ramini) (781 or 782-872/1379 or i38o-i468).3
9. al-Musalsal btl-fuqaha: ditto. Received from:
(i) I bn Hajar.
(ii) ('Alam al-Din Abu ’1-Baqa’) Salih b. 'Umar (al-Bulqini) (791868/i389-i464).4
10. al-Musalsal bil-fuqahd^ ditto. Received from Jamal al-Din Abu
Muhammad 'Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. 'Abd al-Rahman b. Ibrahim
b. 'Abd al-Rahman b. Jama'a al-Maqdisi al-Shafi'i (795-865/13931461).5
Al-Sakhawi adds that among the many under whom he studied law
were:
(i) Burhan al-Din (Ibrahim) b. Khadir al-'Uthmani (al-Sa'idi alQusuri) (794-852/1392-1448).^
(ii) Badr al-Din al-Husaini al-Nassaba.^
(iii) Shams al-Din ('Umar b. Muhammad b. Musa b. 'Abd Allah)
al-Shanashi (775-85i/i373-i447)-^
(iv) Sharaf al-Din (Yahya b. Muhammad b. Muhammad) al-Munawi
(798-87i/i396-i466).9
* al-Dau al-ldmi\ i. 86-7.
^ Ibid. iii. 312-14.
’ Ibid. viii. 4.

^ Ibid. iii. 226-9.
® Ibid. V. 51-2.
* Ibid. vi. 135.
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^ Ibid. vi. 66-7.
^ Ibid. i. 43-7.
® Ibid. xi. 254-7.

(v) Ibn Hajar.
(vi) 'Alam al-Din al-Bulqini.
(vii) Shams al-Din (Muhammad b. Muhammad b. *Uthman b.
Muhammad) al-Wana’i {ca. 802-890/1400-85).^
11. al-Musalsal htl-qurra : tradition transmitted by a chain of Qur’anreaders. Received from Abu ’1-Na'im Ridwan b. Muhammad alMustamli.
12. al-Musalsal hil-qudat: tradition transmitted by a chain of judges.
Received from 'Izz al-Din Abu Muhammad 'Abd al-Rahim b. Muham
mad b. al-Furat al-Hanafi (759-851/1357-1447).^
13. al-Musalsal bil-Silfiya: tradition transmitted by a chain of
Sufis. Received from:
(i) Sharaf al-Din Abu ’1-Fath Muhammad b. Abi Bakr b. al-Husain
(al-Maraghi) al-*Uthmani al-Shafi'i.
(ii) Jamal al-Din Yusuf b. Mansur b. al-Ta’ib {yjZz-ca. 865/13801461).3
(iii) Umm Muhammad bint 'Ali. '
Al-Sakhawi adds that he was invested with the Sufi taqiya by (among
others) Zain al-Din Ridwan al-Muqri’, Mufid of Cairo, whose silsila he
reproduces for good luck {taharrukan), and not because he believes it to
be authentic, for the chain is broken in more than one place; in parti
cular it is an obvious lie to allege that 'Ali b. Abi Talib invested alHasan al-Basri with the khirqay for the traditionists have not asserted
that the latter even ‘heard’ the former, much less that he stood in such
a relationship to him as the Sufis pretend.
14. al-Musalsal hil-nuhdt: tradition transmitted by a chain of gram
marians. Received from:
(i) Abu ’1-Fadl ('Abd al-Rahman) b. Taj al-Din Muhammad (b.
Muhammad b. Yahya) al-Sufi al-Sandabisi al-Shafi i.
(ii) Abu ’l-'Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Hanawi alMaliki (763-848/1362-1444).^
(iii) al-Fadil Abu ’1-Hasan 'Ali b. Ahmad al-Muwaqqit.
(iv) Sharaf al-Din Abu ’1-Fath al-Madani.
^ Ibid. iv. 186-8.
Ibid. ii. 69-70.

^ Ibid. ix. 139-40.
Ibid. xi. 335.
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15. al-Musalsal htl-shuara: tradition transmitted by a chain of poets.
Received from (Shihab al-Din) Abu ’1-Taiyib Ahmad b. Muhammad
(b. 'All b. Hasan) al-Sufi (al-HijazI al-Khazraji) (790-875/1388-1471),^
who wrote:
J
Ijjl jl
(Jly?

and who had it from Majd al-Dln Abu d-Fida’ Isma'il b. Ibrahim (b.
Muhammad b. 'All) al-Hanafi (al-Bilbaisi) (728 or 729-802/1328 or
1329-99),^ who wrote:
^
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and who had it from Salah al-Din Abu Sa'id (Khalil) b. Kaikaldi al'Ala’i al-Dimashqi (694-761/1295-1359),^ who wrote:
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and who had it from Sharaf al-Din Abu ’l-'Abbas Ahmad b. Ibrahim
al-Fazari (630-705/1233-1306),^ who wrote:
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and who had it from 'Alam al-Din Abu ’l-Hasan 'Ali b. Muhammad b.
'Abd al-Samad al-Sakhawi (558 or 559-624/1163 or ii64-i237),5 who
wrote:
^ Ibid. ii. 286-8.

^ al-Dau al-ldtni\ ii. 147-9.
^ Brockelmann, ii. 64-5, Suppl. ii. 68.
al-Durar al-kdmina, i. 89.

^ Brockelmann, i. 410, Suppl. i. 727-8.
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and who had it from Abu Tahir Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Silafi (472576/1079-1180),^ who wrote:
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and who had it on two converging chains, viz.
> Jamal al-Islam Abu ’1-Hasan 'Ali b. al-Muslim b. Muhammad alSulaml > Abu Muhammad 'Abd al-"Aziz b. Ahmad b. 'All al-Kattani >
'Abd al-Wahhab b. ^Abd Allah b. 'Umar al-MurrI > Abu Sulaiman
Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah al-Raba'i > 'Uthman b. 'Abd al-Rahman
al-Bazzaz > 'Ali b. Ibrahim > Muhammad b. Hafs al-Saffar
> Abu ’1-Wafa’ 'All b. Yazid b. Shahriyar al-Za'farani > Abu ’1-Qasim
'Abd al-Malik b. 'Abdal-Ghaffarb. al-Muzalfar> Abu Muhammad Ja'far
b. Muhammad b. al-Husain al-Zahid > Abu Bakr 'Abd Allah b. Ahmad
b. Muhammad al-Farisi > Abu 'Uthman Sa'id b. Zaid b. Khalid
> 'Abd al-Salam b. Raghban Dik al-Jinn (161-235/778-849)^ > Di'bil
b. 'Ali(d. 220/835)3 > Abu Nuwas al-Hasan b. Hani’ (d. between 190/806
and 198/813)4 > Waliba b. al-Hubabs > al-Kumait b. Zaid (60-126/
679-743)^ > Humam b. Ghalib Abu Firas al-Farazdaq (20-110/641728)7 > al-Tirimmah b. 'Adi (d. 105/723)^ > Nabigha Bani Ja'da (d.
^5/^^4) •
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* Ibid. i. 365, Suppl. i. 624.
^ Ibid. i. 85, Suppl. i. 137.
Ibid. i. 78, Suppl. i. 121-2.
Ibid. i. 75-6, Suppl. i. 114-18.
5 Ibid. Suppl. i. IIS with reference.
^ Ibid. i. 63, Suppl. i. 96-7’ Ibid. i. 53-6, Suppl. i. 84-5.
® Ibid. Suppl. i. 97-8.
’ Ibid. Suppl. i. 92-3.
The verse is defective; for variants see Ibn Qutaiba, al-Shtr wal-shuara, 158.
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The line is quoted in another isnad as:
dUS di1^*1 J
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and in a third isnad as:
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16. al-Musalsal bil-Misrlyln: tradition transmitted by a chain of
Egyptians. Received from Tzz al-Din Abu Muhammad *Abd al-Rahim
b. Muhammad b. al-Furat.
17. al-Musalsal hil-Shamlyln: tradition transmitted by a chain of
Syrians. Received from Abu ’1-Ma'alI *Abd al-Kafi b. Shihab al-Din
Ahmad b. al-Juban al-Dimashqi called Ibn al-Dhahabi {ca. 790-857/
1388-1453).^
18. al-Musalsal hid-Iraqlyln fi aktharihi: tradition transmitted for the
most part by a chain of 'Iraqis. Received from:
(i) Tzz al-Din 'Abd al-Rahim b. Muhammad (b. al-Furat) al-Hanafi.
(ii) Sara bint 'Umar al-Shafi'i {ca. 760-855/1359-1451).^
19. al-Musalsal bil-dba fl aktharihi: tradition transmitted for the
most part by a chain of traditionists known by kunya. Received from:
(i) Abu ’1-Ma'ali b. Ahmad al-Katib al-Dimashqi.
(ii) Abu ’1-Fath b. Abi Bakr al-Madani.
20. al-Musalsal bil-Muhammadln: tradition transmitted by a chain of
Muhammads. Received from (among others):
(i) Taqi al-Din Abu d-Fadl Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Hashimi.
(ii) Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Misri.
21. al-Musalsal bi l-Muhammadin aidan 7nd *add al-Sahdba: ditto,
except for the Companions. Received from Taqi al-Din Muhammad b.
Abi ’1-Nasr b. Jamal al-Din al-'Alawi.
22. al-Musalsal bi l-Muhammadln aidan fi aktharihi: ditto for the most
part. Received from (Shams al-Din) Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Habib
(al-Maqdisi, called Ibn Damis) {ca. ^^o-ca. 860/1378-1456).^
^ al-Dau al-ldmi\ iv. 302-3.
^ Ibid. xii. 52.

2 Ibid. vi. 301.
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23- al-Musalsal bi-harf al-ain: tradition transmitted by a chain of
traditionists whose names began with ^ain. Received from *Izz al-Din
‘Abd al-Rahim b. Muhammad (b. al-Furat) al-Hanafi.
24. al-Musalsal hil-ain aidan: ditto. Received from the same authority.
25. al-Musalsal hil-ain aidan: ditto. Received from the same authority.
26. al-Musalsal bi-harf al-nun: tradition transmitted by a chain of
traditionists whose names or styles ended with nun. Received from Abu
’1-Fadl (Ibn Hajar) of 'Asqalan.
27. al-Musalsal bil-kund maa bay an al-asma : tradition transmitted
by a chain of traditionists whose kunyas and full names are given.
Received from Umm Hani’ bint al-Hurini called Maryam (778-871/
1379-1466).^
28. al-Musalsal bi-tayln nisbat al-rawl wa-nahwiha: tradition trans
mitted by a chain of traditionists specified by nisba or the like. Received
from Abu ’1-Fath Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-Maraghl.
29. al-Musalsal bi-man zada "ala d-sabaln: tradition transmitted by a
chain of over-seventies. Received from Umm Muhammad (Sara) bint
*Umar b. 'Abd al-'Aziz b. Jama'a.
30. al-Musalsal bi-man zada "ala d-thamanln: tradition transmitted
by a chain of over-eighties. Received from Taj al-Din 'Abd al-Wahhab
b. Muhammad (al-Shawi) al-Hanafi (766-85i/i364-i447).2
31. al-Musalsal btl-husn: tradition transmitted by a chain of tradi
tionists either having al-Hasan in their names or described as hasan.
32. al-Musalsal bil-wasf bil-thiqa: tradition transmitted by a chain of
traditionists described as thiqdt.
33. al-Musalsal bil-wasf bil-taqaddum: tradition transmitted by a
chain of traditionists described as the leading authorities of their times.
34. al-Musalsal bi-qiraa Surat al-Saff: tradition transmitted when
reciting the Surat al-Saff.
35. al-Musalsal bi-qiraat Ay at al-Kurst: tradition transmitted while
reciting the ‘Throne-Verse’.
36. al-Musalsal bi-qaul "Qul audhu billdhi min al-shaitdn al-rajlm\'
tradition transmitted while quoting, ‘Say, I take refuge with God from
the stoned satan’.
^ Ibid. xii. 156-7.
2 Ibid. V. 108. After this point the entries have been briefly summarized.
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37- al-Musakal bi-qaul ^Innl iihihhuK: tradition transmitted while say
ing, ‘Verily I love thee’.
38. al-Miisalsal bi-qaul ^Rahima Uldh fuldnan kaifa lau adraka zamdnand': tradition transmitted while saying, ‘God have mercy on so-andso (the previous transmitter), how would it have been if he had been
alive to-day!’
39. al-Musalsal bi-qaul ^Inna fi d-uzla saldmatan’’: tradition trans
mitted while saying, ‘Verily in solitude there is safety’.
40. al-Musalsal bi-qaid ' Ashhadu billdh': tradition transmitted with
the phrase: ‘I bear witness by God.’
41. al-Musalsal bi-qaul ' Ashhadu 'aid fuldnin': tradition transmitted
with the phrase: ‘I bear witness regarding so-and-so (the previous
transmitter).’
42. al-Musalsal bi-qaul ^Ashhadu billdh wa-ashhadu lilldK: tradition
transmitted with the phrase: ‘I bear witness by God and I bear witness
for God.’
43. al-Musalsal bi-qaul 'Billdh al-Azim': tradition transmitted with
the phrase: ‘By Almighty God.’
44. al-Musalsal kadhdlika: ditto.
45. al-Musalsal bi-qaul 'Wadldhi innahu la-haqqurC: tradition trans
mitted with the phrase: ‘By God it is true.’
46. al-Musalsal bi-qaul 'WdlldhV: tradition transmitted with the
phrase: ‘By Godl’
47. al-Musalsal kadhdlika: ditto.
48. al-Musalsal kadhdlika: ditto.
49. al-Musalsal bi-qaul'Wa-halafa aidari: tradition transmitted with
the phrase: ‘And he (^^:. the previous transmitter) also swore on oath.’
50. al-Musalsal bi-qaul 'Sammat udhundyd: tradition transmitted
with the phrase: ‘May I be struck deaf!’ {sc. if what I say is not true).
51. al-Musalsal bi-qaul ' Sammat udhundya wa-amiyat 'aindyd:
tradition transmitted with the phrase: ‘May I be struck deaf and
blind!’
52. al-Musalsal bi-qaul 'Md kadhabtd: tradition transmitted with the
phrase: ‘I have not lied.’
53. al-Musalsal bi-qaul ‘ Wa-djabanl hadlthuhd: tradition transmitted
with the phrase: ‘And his tradition astonished me.’
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54. al-Musalsal hinahw alladhi qahlah: tradition transmitted with a
similar phrase.
55. al-Musalsal bi-qaul 'Jarrabtuhid: tradition transmitted with the
phrase: ‘I made trial of it (and found it to be so)’.
56. al-Musalsal bi-qaul 'Ma zaltu bil-ashwdq": tradition transmitted
with the phrase: ‘I still yearn (after such-and-such a tradition)’.
57. al-Musalsal bi-qaul Masbuka’: tradition transmitted with the
phrase: ‘Let it suffice thee’.
58. al-Musalsal bi-qaul 'Saaltu 'an kadha': tradition transmitted with
the phrase: ‘I asked about such a thing’.
59. al-Musalsal bi-qaul 'Saaltu aidan': tradition transmitted with the
phrase: ‘I asked too’.
60. al-Musalsal bi-qaul 'Katabtuhu wa-hd liuwa ft jaibf: tradition
transmitted with the phrase: ‘ I wrote it down, and look, here it is in my
pocket’.
61. al-Musalsal bi-qaul' Ausini: tradition transmitted with the phrase:
‘Enjoin me’.
62. al-Musalsal bid-qunut fi "l-subh: tradition transmitted by one who
stood long in the second rak'a of the morning prayer.
63. al-Musalsal bi-qaul ‘ Unzur fi d-mushaf: tradition transmitted with
the phrase: ‘Look in the Qur an’.
64. al-Musalsal bi-kitdbat al-shaikh btl-marwly: tradition transmitted
by one who wrote down the tradition while transmitting it.
65. al-Musalsal aidan bil-hitaba btl-marwly: ditto.
66. al-Musalsal bi-akhdh al-subha bil-yad: tradition transmitted
while holding the rosary.
67. al-Musalsal bid-takhattum fid-yamin: tradition transmitted while
putting a ring on the right hand.
68. al-Musalsal btl-musdfaha: tradition transmitted while clasping
the recipient’s hand.
69. al-Musalsal btl-mushdbaka: tradition transmitted while inter
twining fingers with the recipient.
70. al-Musalsal bi-wad' al-yad 'ala d-rad: tradition transmitted while
laying hand on head.
1 1 -i
71. al-Musalsal bi-wad' al-yad 'ala d-katf: tradition transmitted while
touching the recipient’s shoulder.
B1186
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72. ctl-Aluscilscil bi-wad al-yad ala l-atn wa^l-udhun: tiL2i&\XioT\tY2i.i\s,mitted while laying hand on eye and ear.
73. al-Musalsal bi-akhdh al-sha'r: tradition transmitted while laying
hand on hair.
74‘ al-Musalsal bi-raf al-yadain fi 'l-saldt: tradition transmitted with
hands raised in prayer.
75. al-Musalsal bil-akhdh bil-lihya: tradition transmitted while lay
ing hold of the beard.
76• al-Musalsal bi I- add bi l-yad: tradition transmitted while count
ing (the prayers of a formula of blessing) upon the recipient’s hand.
77. al-Musalsal bil-akhdh bid-yad: tradition transmitted while laying
hold of the recipient’s hand.
78. al-Musalsal bi-mash al-ard bVl-yad: tradition transmitted while
stroking the earth with the hand.
79. al-Musalsal bil-tabassum: tradition transmitted while smiling.
80. al-Musalsal bil-bukd': tradition transmitted while weeping.
81. al-Musalsal bi l-ittihd : tradition transmitted while leaning back.
82. al-Musalsal bi-i td mithdl al-na I al-shavif: tradition transmitted
while presenting a pattern of the Prophet’s sandal.
83. al-Musalsal bil-diydfa bil-aswadain al-tamr wdl-md^: tradition
transmitted while entertaining with the ‘two black things’, sc. dates and
water.
84. al-Musalsal bi-taqrib al-jtibn wcil-jauz: tradition transmitted
while proffering cheese and walnuts.
85. al-Musalsal bil-if dm wdl-isqa': tradition transmitted while giving
food and drink.
86. al-Musalsal bil-talqlm luqmatan luqmatan: tradition transmitted
while feeding the recipient mouthful by mouthful.
87. al-Musalsal bi-akl al-jary {nauin min al-samak): tradition trans
mitted while eating jary (a kind of fish).
88. al-Musalsal bi-dukhul al-hammdm: tradition transmitted while
entering the bath.
89. al-Musalsal bil-watr bi-thaldthin: tradition transmitted by one
who prayed thrice over (like the Prophet).
90. al-Musalsal bi-slgha 'Samitd: tradition transmitted with the
formula ‘I heard (so-and-so say)’.
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91. al-Musalsal hi-hadhihi 'l-slgha aidan: ditto.
92. al-Musalsal hihd aidan: ditto.
93. al-Musalsal hihd aidan: ditto.
94. al-Musalsal hihd aidan: ditto.
95. al-Musalsal kadhdlika: ditto.
96. al-Musalsal kadhdlika: ditto.
97. al-Musalsal hi-slgha ^Qdla wa-sami tiC: tradition transmitted with
the formula: ‘He said, And I heard’.
98. al-Musalsal hi-figha 'Qardtu': tradition transmitted with the
formula: ‘I read’.
99. al-Musalsal hi-slgha 'Anshadanf: tradition transmitted with the
formula: ‘(So-and-so) quoted to me’.
100. al-Musalsal kadhdlika: ditto.
101. al-Musalsal kadhdlika: ditto. The final entry transmits the fol
lowing set of verses ascribed to (Thiqat al-Din) Abu ’1-Qasim 'Ali b. alHasan (b. Hibat Allah b. 'Asakir) al-Dimashqi (al-Shafi'i) (499-571/
1106-76), the celebrated historian, biographer, and traditionist:^
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IV
CHAINS OF AUTHORITY
In the course of the ijdza in favour of Ibn al-HishI which was analysed
in the first chapter of this monograph al-Sakhawi refers explicitly to a
separate kurrdsa containing the chains of authority by which he received
the six canonical collections and certain other important treatises on
Traditions. This valuable and interesting essay is contained uniquely in
foil. 104-17 of Chester Beatty Arabic MS. 773. We conclude this series
of essays by enumerating the texts named in this kurrdsa, some of which
are no longer extant, and by reconstructing in tabular form a few
characteristic specimens of the isndds which al-Sakhawi very fully
quotes.
The following texts on Traditions were received by al-Sakhawi from
his teachers and transmitted to his pupils.
1. al-Jdmt al-sahih of Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma'il alBukhari al-Ju'fi (d. 256/870): see Brockelmann, i. 157-9, Suppl. i. 260-4.
Received from more than 120 teachers, of whom ten are named.
2. al-Jdmi" al-sahih of Abu ’1-Husain Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushairi
al-Nisaburi (d. 261/875): see Brockelmann, i. 160, Suppl. i. 265-6.
Received from more than twenty teachers, of whom eight are named.
3. al-Sunan of Abu Dawud Sulaiman b. al-Ash'ath al-Azdi alSijistani (d. 275/889): see Brockelmann, i. 161, Suppl. i. 266-7. Received
from many teachers, of whom six are named.
4. al-Jdmi of Abu 'Isa Muhammad b. 'Isa b. Sahl al-Tirmidhi (d.
279/892): see Brockelmann, i. 161-2, Suppl. i. 267-8. Received from
many teachers, of whom seven are named.
5. al-Sunan al-sughrd of Abu 'Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. 'Ali b.
Shu'aib al-Nasa’i (d. 303/915): see Brockelmann, i. 162-3, Suppl. i.
269-70. Received from a number of teachers, of whom seven are
named.
6. al-Sunan of Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. Yazid b. Maja alQazwini (d. 273/886): see Brockelmann, i. 163, Suppl. i. 270. Received
from several teachers, of whom six are named.
7. al-Muwatta of Abu 'Abd Allah Malik b. Anas al-Asbahi (d. 179/
795): see Brockelmann, i. 175-6, Suppl. i. 297-9. Received from many

44

teachers, of whom four are named. The book has been transmitted in the
following recensions:
{a) Abu Muhammad Yahya b. Yahya b. Kathir al-Laithi al-Masmudi
(d. 234/848), the Vulgate: see Brockelmann, i. 176, Suppl. i. 297.
{b) Abu Mus'ab Ahmad b. Abi Bakr al-Zuhri (d. 292/905): see Ben
Cheneb, Etude, no. 130.
(c) Abu Zakariya’ Yahya b. "Abd Allah b. Bakir al-Qurashi alMakhzumi (d. 231/845): see Ibn Hajar, Tahdhlb al-Tahdhlb, xi. 237-8.
{d) Abu 'Abd al-Rahman "Abd Allah b. Maslama b. Qa'nab alQa*nabi (d. 221/837): see Tahdhlb, vi. 32-4.
{e) Abu Muhammad Suwaid b. Sa'id b. Sahl al-Harawi al-Hadathani
al-Anbarl (d. 240/855): see Tahdhlb, iv. 272-5.
(/) Abu 'Uthman Sa'id b. Kathir b. 'Ufair al-Ansari al-Misri (d. 226/
842): see Tahdhlb, iv. 74-5.
{g) Abu Yahya Ma'n b. Tsa b. Yahya al-Ashja'i al-Madani al-Qazzaz
(d. 298/911): see Tahdhlb, x. 252-3.
{h) Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Shaibani(d. 189/804): see Brockelmann,
i. 176, Suppl. i. 298.
8. al-Sunan al-kubrd of al-Nasa’i: see (5) above.
9. al-Taqassl of Abu 'Umar Yusuf b. 'Abd Allah b. Muhammad b.
'Abd al-Barr al-Namari al-Qurtubi (d. 463/1071): see Brockelmann,
Suppl. i. 298.
10. al-Mulakhkhas of Abu ’1-Hasan 'Ali b. Muhammad b. Khalaf
al-Qabisi (d. 403/1012): see Brockelmann, Suppl. i. 277, 298.
11. al-Athdr of Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Shaibani (d. 189/804):
see Brockelmann, i. 172, Suppl. i. 291.
12. al-Musnad of Muhammad b. Idris al-Shafi'i (d. 204/820): see
Brockelmann, i. 178-80, Suppl. i. 303“513. al-Sunan al-mdthura of al-Shafi'i: the book has been transmitted
in two recensions, viz.:
{a) Abu Ibrahim Isma'il b. Yahya b. Isma'il al-Mazani al-Misri (d.
264/878) (see al-Subki, Tabaqdt al-Shdjilya, i. 238-9), and by him
passed on to Abu Ja'far Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Salama al-Azdi alTahawi (d. 321/933): see Brockelmann, i. 179, Suppl. i. 304.
{b) Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah b. 'Abd al-Hakam alMisri (d. 262/875) (see Brockelmann, Suppl. i. 228): apparently not extant.
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14- Ikhtildf ol-hcidith of al-Shafii: see Brockelmann, Suppl. i.
305-

15. Risdla of al-Shafi"i: see Brockelmann, i. 179, Suppl. i. 304.
16. cil-]\/[usfield of Abu IVIuhammad. Abd Allah b. 'Abd al-Rahman
al-DarimI al-Samarqandi (d. 255/869): see Brockelmann, i. 163, Suppl.
i. 270.
17. al-Sahih of Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaima alSulaml al-Nisaburl (d. 311/923) (see Brockelmann, i. 193, Suppl. i.
345): apparently not extant.
18. cil-]V[usfiud of Abu 1- Abbas M^uhammad b. Ishaq b. Ibrahim alThaqafi al-Nisaburi al-Sarraj (d. 313/925): perhaps extant, see Brockel
mann, i. 157.
19. al-Sahlh of Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ibrahim al-Isma'ili (d. 371/981)
(see Brockelmann, Suppl. i. 275): apparently not extant.
20. ul-Suhih of Abu Awana Ya qub b. Ishaq b. Ibrahim al-Isfara*ini
(d. 310/922): see Brockelmann, i. 160-1, Suppl. i. 266.
21. al-Mustakhraj "aid Sahlh al-Bukhdrl of Abu Nu'aim Ahmad b.
Abd Allah b. Ahmad al-Isbahani (d. 43Wi®38)‘ apparently not extant,
but a work entitled al-Musnad al-mustakhraj "aid Sahlh Muslim is men
tioned, see Brockelmann, i. 362, Suppl. i. 617.
22. al-Sahlh of Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Hibban alBusti (d. 354/9^5)*
Brockelmann, i. 168, Suppl. i. 273, perhaps
identical with al-Taqdslm wal-anwd".
23. al-Sunan of Abu ’1-Hasan 'Ali b. 'Umar al-Daraqutni (d. 385/
995): see Brockelmann, i. 165, Suppl. i. 275.
24* al-Sunan of Abu Ja far Muhammad b. al-Sabah al-Bazzaz alDaulabi (d. 227/841): see Yaqut, Mu"jam al-bulddn, iv. 103 ; al-Dhahabi,
Tadhkirat al-hujfdz, ii. 26; Tahdhlh al-Tahdhlh, ix. 229-31; Shadhardt
al-dhahah^ ii. 62. Apparently not extant.
25. al-Sunan of Abu Muslim Ibrahim b. 'Abd Allah b. Muslim alBasri al-Kajji (al-Kashshi) (d. 292/904): see Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist
(Cairo ed.), 324; Mu"jam al-bulddn, vii. 219; Tadhkirat al-hujfdz, ii.
176-7; Shadhardt al-dhahab, ii. 210. Apparently not extant.
26. Sharh ma dnl al-dthdr of Abu Ja'far Ahmad b. Muhammad b.
Salama al-Hajri al-Tahawi (d. 321/933): see Brockelmann, i. 174, Suppl.
i. 293.
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27- al-Ahwah of Abu Bakr 'Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Ziyad alNisaburi (d. 324/936): see Tahaqat al-Shdfilya, ii. 231; Tadhkirat alhuffaz, iii. 37-9; Shadhardt al-dhahah, ii. 302. Apparently not extant.
28. al-Sunan {al-kablr) of Abu Bakr Ahmad b. al-Husain b. 'All alBaihaqi al-Khusraujirdi (d. 458/1066): see Brockelmann, i. 363, Suppl.
i. 618.
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