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22 ZUBDAT AL-TAW ARIKH

author says that at that time he was commissioned with the composition of a Shah-nama 
and appointed qadi of Harlr (f. 187 ,̂ line 10).

TITLE. CONTENTS. The earlier title of the book, as begun in the reign of Sultan 
Sulayman, must have been Nasab-nama (f. 4^), but on f. 5̂ , as well as in the later preface 
it is called Zubdat al-tawarlkh, ‘The Cream of Histories’. Ff. 2 and 3 were added at a 
later date. They contain the Preface just mentioned stating that the book is an account 
of the events from Adam’s fall down to Muhammad. It explains the creation of the 
world, the history of the Prophets, of Muhammad, of his companions and successors, 
of the '12 Imams. It gives geographical a n d  astronomical information. It narrates the 
history of the Sultans from 'Othman khan down to Murad III (a .d . 1574-95). Its 
author is the late Luqman-i 'Ashorl (v.s. no. 413) who wrote it after having completed 
in verse the Shah-nama-yi humayun, presented to Sultan Sulayman. Having secured 
the collaboration of the famous painter Sun'l he made him illustrate the book at the 
appropriate places. The book was then presented to the late Muhammad-agha, head 
of Sultan Sulayman’s em uchs {sultan Sulaynian khan hazretlerinin dar-i se adet-i shertfe 
a^hali(jlciyi-tlc h^iz-t vchtnc-yt t^fiHyaz olan .̂ The Preface winds up by extolling the 
merits of the clearly written epitome and its embellishments and illustrations. It is 
followed by a genealogical table of Ottoman sultans down to Murad III who is 
mentioned as dead (died 1003/1595) though the details of his reign have been left 

blank (see also £ 51̂ ).
The original text starts at f. 4b. A  qifa  in a medallion hints at the contents of the 

Nasab-nama, ‘ Book of Genealogies ’, which seems to be the less pretentious original title

of the work.

^3^ d'Aji

4I)

F. ^a. Another qifa contains the dedication :

iJjL ^

F. The author s Introduction explaining the contents of his book. Sulayman I is 
mentioned as the reigning Sultan. The author says that he consulted many books of 
his predecessors and called his book Zubdcit al-tawcivikh. 1 he text starts on f. 6^. 
description of Paradise; f. i i^:  description of Hell; f. i6<̂ : the Seven Skies; f. 2^a\ 
distances; f. 26^: the seas; f. 27^: the islands (many of them legendary); f. : the 
Seven Climes (mostly traditional data borrowed from earlier geographers, such as 
al-Wardl; f. Â \a\ Arabia and the sacred cities; f. 43^: Eastern countries [according to 
Idrisl ?] among which figure White Qumaniya, Ghuzz, Adkash, Gog and Magog, &c.
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F. 4^d:  c reation  of A d am  out of d u s t;  f. 53^: A d a m ’s p ro g en y  ; f. 54^?: K ay u m arth  
and  the o th er  K a y a n ia n s ; f. 55̂ 5: Idris, M isran, 'Ayfan, 'A rnaq, L ukhlm , &c.; i  : N o a h  
and  his progeny , Q ara-khan, the ancestor of th e  T urks, b e in g  m en tioned  as Shem 's  son ; 
f. 6^d: L o t ;  f. 66d\  A braham , Isaac, Ja c o b ;  f. 72^: Y uhanna, Dhul-kifl, J o n a s ;  f. J4d:  
'O j (Og), & c .; f. 75< :̂ 'U zay r (E zra  ?); f. y6a : a  tab le  of C h a m ’s and  J a p h e t’s p ro gen y  ; 
am o n g  th e  form er figure such A frican peoples as A byssinians, N ubians, Zinj, Z u g h a w a ; 
f. y6d: (in the  m argin) notice on Turk, son of Buljas, an ces to r  of th e  T u rk s ;  f. yya:  
D av id  a n d  his p rogeny ; f. 80-81: M oses and  J o b ; f. S j d : Solom on, Q aru n  (Corah), &c.; 
f. 8Sd:  Elias, Joshua, & c.; f. god: S am u e l;  f. g^a:  D a n ie l ;  £95^?: th e  S even  S le ep e rs ;  

f. gSa:  Z achariah , John  the  B a p tis t ;  i g g d :  J e su s ;  £ 103^?: B a lu q iy a b . U s a q ; f. 105^?: 
A le x a n d e r ;  f. Sam son.

F. i i i d :  M u h a m m a d ;  f. 118^; his s laves; f. 120a: his h a b its ;  £ 121: g en ea lo g ie s  of 
his co m pan ions; £ i23<^: the  first four C a liphs; £ 1265: M u h a m m a d ’s w ives; £ 12yd: 
the  Im am s a n d  th e ir  c h ild re n ; £ 130^^: the founders of th e  four Is lam ic  rite s  a n d  th e ir  
pupils.

T h e  subsequen t folios contain  deta iled  g enea log ies :  £ 132̂ 2:: th e O m a y y a d s ;  £ 132^: 
the  A b b a s id s ;  £ i33< :̂ the  A H ds in S pain  and  T a b a r is ta n ;  £ 137: the  Sam an ids , th e  
C aliphs in E g y p t ; £ 137^: the  G h azn av id s ; £ 138: the  M o n g o ls ;  £ 139^: th e B u y id s ;  
£ 140^?: the  Q ara-qoyunlu  and  A q-qoyunlu  ; £ 142a : the  Safavids.

F. 142^: the  princes of Q a ram an  and  the  orig in  of the  house  of 'O thm an. T h is  h is to ry  
of the  S u ltan s  continues then  to  the end  of the  book, red  m edallions a t  top  of p ag es  

co n ta in ing  the  nam es of the  G rand  Vazirs. F ro m  M u h a m m a d  I I  on (£ 154^) the  
n arra tive  becom es m ore d e ta iled : B ayazld  I (£ i56< )̂, Sellm  (£ 158), S u lay m an  (£ 160?). 
T h is  p a r t  is g iv en  in g re a t  detail, the au th o r  h av in g  been a con tem p ora ry  of the  events 
(see £ 167); Selrm  I I  (£ 192): B asra  (193̂ 2:), Y em en  (194^^), A zov and  T u n is  (176^?), 
C y p ru s  (198^7), the  bu ild ing  of a fortress in V an  {20yd), T u n is  (2i2d). M u ra d  I I I  (£ 220a): 

F e z  and  M orocco  (£ 229^2:); the book ends a b ru p tly  (£ 254^^) w ith th e  even ts  in T ra n s 
caucasia  (occupation  of S h am ak h l by  the T u rk s)  in the  y e a r  991/1583, and  has no final 

fo rm ula  and  no colophon.

S IZ E . F O L IO S . 39-5x25 cm.; w ritten  surface 29.7x18-5 cm., v a r ia b le ;  19 lines ; 

254 folios.

B IN D IN G .  R ed -b row n  leather, flapped, w ith  an all-over go ld -pain ted  flower design, 

3-centre an d  corners with gold g ro u n d  to b lack flower design. Inside, yellow paper.

S C R IP T . P A P E R .  N askh, within gold  band. F irm , d e ep  cream -toned, po lished  paper. 

S C R IB E . D A T E .  C om ple ted  after a .h . 9 9 1 /A .D . 1583.

P R O V E N A N C E .  N o te  of ow nership (£ i a \  w ithin a  go ld  m edallion, erased. P ro b ab ly  

from  the  lib ra ry  of the  orig inal dedicatee.

M I N I A T U R E S . IL L U M IN A T IO N .  T h e  tex t  opens w ith  a  page  of la rge  a rab esq u e  

designs in go ld  on s tipp led  g ro u n d  (£ i b \  F £  2-3 (la ter  add ition) contain  a  d eco ra ted  
headino" a n d  a  list o f su ltans a rra n g e d  m tr ian g les  (design in gold  and  b lue w ith  re d


