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22 ZUBDAT AL-TAWARIKH

author says that at that time he was commissioned with the composition of a Shah-nama
and appointed qgadi of Harlr (f. 187%, line 10).

TITLE. CONTENTS. The earlier title of the book, as begun in the reign of Sultan
Sulayman, must have been Nasab-nama (f. 4%), but on . 5%, as well as in the later preface
it is called Zubdat al-tawarlkh, ‘“The Cream of Histories’. Ff. 2and 3 were added at a
later date. They contain the Preface just mentioned stating that the book is an account
of the events from Adam’s fall down to Muhammad. It explains the creation of the
world, the history of the Prophets, of Muhammad, of his companions and successors,
of the'12 Imams. It gives geographical and astronomical information. It narrates the
history of the Sultans from 'Othman khan down to Murad Il (a.d. 1574-95). Its
author is the late Lugman-i 'Ashorl (v.s. no. 413) who wrote it after having completed
in verse the Shah-nama-yi humayun, presented to Sultan Sulayman. Having secured
the collaboration of the famous painter Sun'l he made him illustrate the book at the
appropriate places. The book was then presented to the late Muhammad-agha, head
of Sultan Sulayman’s emuchs {sultan Sulaynian khan hazretlerinin dar-i se adet-i shertfe
a*hali(jlciyi-tlc h”iz-t vehtne-yt tMiHyaz olan®. The Preface winds up by extolling the
merits of the clearly written epitome and its embellishments and illustrations. It is
followed by a genealogical table of Ottoman sultans down to Murad Il who is
mentioned as dead (died 1003/1595) though the details of his reign have been left
blank (see also £ 5.

The original text starts at f. 4b. A qifa in a medallion hints at the contents of the
Nasab-nama, ‘ Book of Genealogies ’,which seems to be the less pretentious original title

of the work.
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F. *a. Another gifa contains the dedication :

gL A

F. The author s Introduction explaining the contents of his book. Sulayman 1 is
mentioned as the reigning Sultan. The author says that he consulted many books of
his predecessors and called his book Zubdcit al-tawcivikh. 1he text starts on f 6"
description of Paradise; f. ii”: description of Hell; f i6<™ the Seven Skies; f. 2"a\
distances; f. 26" the seas; f. 27~ the islands (many of them legendary); f. . the
Seven Climes (mostly traditional data borrowed from earlier geographers, such as
al-Wardl; f. ANa\ Arabia and the sacred cities; f. 43”. Eastern countries [according to
Idrisl 7] among which figure White Qumaniya, Ghuzz, Adkash, Gog and Magog, &c.
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F. 47d: creation of Adam out of dust; f 53*: Adam?’ progeny ; f. 542?: Kayumarth
and the other Kayanians; f.55"5: Idris, Misran, 'Ayfan, 'Arnaq, Lukhlm, &c.; i : Noah
and his progeny, Qara-khan, the ancestor of the Turks, being mentioned as Shem's son ;
f. 67d: Lot; f. 66d\ Abraham, Isaac, Jacob; f. 72”: Yuhanna, Dhul-kifl, Jonas; f J4d:
'Oj (09), &c.; f. 75< 'Uzayr (Ezra ?); f. y6a : atable of Cham’s and Japhet’s progeny ;
among the former figure such African peoples as Abyssinians, Nubians, Zinj, Zughawa;
f. y6d: (in the margin) notice on Turk, son of Buljas, ancestor of the Turks; f yya:
David and his progeny; f. 80-81: Moses and Job; f. Sjd: Solomon, Qarun (Corah), &c.;
f. 8Sd: Elias, Joshua, &c.; f. god: Samuel; f g”a: Daniel; £957?. the Seven Sleepers;
f. gSa: Zachariah, John the Baptist; iggd: Jesus; £ 103*?: Baluqgiyab. Usaq; f 1057
Alexander; f. Samson.

F. iiid: Muhammad; f 1187; his slaves; f 120a: his habits; £ 121: genealogies of
his companions; £ i23<™ the first four Caliphs; £ 1265: Muhammad’s wives; £ 12yd:
the Imams and their children; £ 130" the founders of the four Islamic rites and their
pupils.

The subsequent folios contain detailed genealogies: £ 132°2: theOmayyads; £ 132"
the Abbasids; £ i33<™ the AHds in Spain and Tabaristan; £ 137: the Samanids, the
Caliphs in Egypt; £ 137*: the Ghaznavids; £ 138: the Mongols; £ 139" theBuyids;
£ 1407?: the Qara-goyunlu and Ag-qoyunlu ; £ 142a : the Safavids.

F. 142”~. the princes of Qaraman and the origin of the house of 'Othman. This history
of the Sultans continues then to the end of the book, red medallions at top of pages
containing the names of the Grand Vazirs. From Muhammad Il on (£ 154") the
narrative becomes more detailed: Bayazld I (£ i5<"), Sellm (£ 158), Sulayman (£ 1607?).
This part is given in great detail, the author having been a contemporary of the events
(see £ 167); Selrm Il (£ 192): Basra (193'2), Yemen (194", Azov and Tunis (176"?),
Cyprus (198"7), the building of a fortress in Van {20yd), Tunis (2i2d). Murad Ill (£ 220a):
Fez and Morocco (£ 229"2); the book ends abruptly (£ 254™) with the events in Trans-
caucasia (occupation of Shamakhl by the Turks) in the year 991/1583, and has no final
formula and no colophon.

SIZE. FOLIOS. 39-5x25 cm.; written surface 29.7x18-5 cm., variable; 19 lines;
254 folios.

BINDING. Red-brown leather, flapped, with an all-over gold-painted flower design,
3-centre and corners with gold ground to black flower design. Inside, yellow paper.

SCRIPT. PAPER. Naskh, within gold band. Firm, deep cream-toned, polished paper.

SCRIBE. DATE. Completed after a.n. 991/A.D. 1583.

PROVENANCE. Note of ownership (E ia\ within a gold medallion, erased. Probably
from the library of the original dedicatee.

MINIATURES. ILLUMINATION. The text opens with a page of large arabesque
designs in gold on stippled ground (£ ib\ F£ 2-3 (later addition) contain a decorated
headino™ and a list of sultans arranged m triangles (design in gold and blue with red



