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What’s on

We may be social distancing...  
but we can still keep in touch



Culture plays a vital role in connecting people and at this time, 
when we are collectively fighting the Covid-19 pandemic, we 
are reminded of the true value of our cultural institutions—a 
value that cannot be quantified in euros and cents, but rather in 
how they enhance the quality of our lives. In a crisis, this value 
somehow magnifies and the Chester Beatty Collections offer 
a comforting reminder of humanity’s persistent and enduring 
legacy. Reflecting on beautiful artworks, produced centuries  
and perhaps millennia ago, provides reassuring certainty in  
an uncertain time. 

With our doors temporarily closed to the thousands of visitors 
we welcome into the museum each day, our focus has naturally 
turned to our website and our online resources. We launched a 
new website just fifteen months ago, together with the Chester 
Beatty Collections online. While these digital collections have 
been enormously popular with visitors all over the world, the 
initiative has really paid dividends in recent weeks as these 
‘virtual’ visits provide endless opportunities for reflection  
and enjoyment. 

We look forward to re-opening the Chester Beatty soon, and 
welcoming you back to enjoy the galleries, the Gift Shop and 
the delights of the Silk Road Café. With all these facilities closed, 
we need your support more than ever and if you wish to make 
a donation, howsoever small, to help us to continue our care of 
the Collections and our public programmes, please go to our 
homepage and click on Donate to the Chester Beatty.

Thank you!

 
Fionnuala Croke
Director

A Note from the Director

https://cbl.ticketsolve.com/products/donation
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Siam Exhibition Online
Siam through the lens of  
John Thomson, 1865–66 

Visit online

 
The range, depth, and quality of John Thomson’s 
photographic vision mark him as one of history’s 
most important travel photographers.

Born in Edinburgh in 1837, Thomson travelled 
to Asia in 1862. Over the next ten years he 
undertook numerous journeys across the region, 
spending almost a year in the kingdom of 
Siam (modern Thailand) where he was granted 
unique access to the court of King Mongkut  
(r. 1851–68). The photographs Thomson  
took in Siam include portraits and palace 
scenes, religious ceremonies, architecture,  
and cityscapes. Thomson also received 
permission to visit Angkor Wat (then under 
Siam’s control), becoming the first to 
photograph its famous ruins.

On his return to Britain in 1872, Thomson 
brought with him more than 600 glass plate 
negatives: a unique archive of images now 
preserved at the Wellcome Library, London. 
Featuring twenty-four compelling images, Siam 
through the lens of John Thomson, 1865–66 
introduces the sights and people of mid-
nineteenth-century Thailand as witnessed  
by his camera.

Until 3 January 2021. However, while the 
museum is closed, you can take a virtual tour 
through the gallery using the above link.

Top 
Siamese dancers 
Wellcome Collection. 
Public Domain

 
Mom Rachothai (Mom 
Rajawongse Kratai 
Issarangkul, 1820–67)  
Wellcome Collection. 
Public Domain

https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/siam/
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Searching for something to do while stuck 
inside? Visit our website for a wealth of art, 
activities, learning resources, and other fun 
things to do for you and your family:

Explore here

 
With a wide variety of creative and interactive 
resources, the Chester Beatty is a wonderful 
stop as you browse online. Visit our impressive, 
temporary exhibition Siam, through the lens of 
John Thompson, or take a leisurely stroll through 
the permanent exhibition galleries with our  
new, 3D virtual tours. 

Take a virtual gallery tour in 3D

Explore the Chester Beatty Online

With less than 2% of our Collections on display 
in the galleries, we are adding to our archive 
of digitised images so you can view more 
highlights from the museum’s treasures.  
Or you can access our continually expanding 
Digital Collections, a searchable database of 
digitised artworks and manuscripts. 

Also, check out the latest online 
issue of the Hong Kong art magazine 
Orientations featuring three articles 
on Chester Beatty and his Japanese 
and Persian collections, written by 
our own museum experts.

https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/chester-beatty-online/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/about/3d-virtual-tours/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/explore/
https://viewer.cbl.ie/viewer/
https://issuu.com/orientationsmagazine/docs/digital_mayjune2020_go
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In-Focus Audio Tours
Explore some of your favourite objects in  
the Chester Beatty Collections with our  
new In-Focus Audio Tours. Recorded by our 
museum tour guides, these audio tours provide 
in-depth insight into some of the remarkable 
treasures found in the museum’s collections.  
Tours to be added online this month include: 

Siam through the lens of John 
Thomson, 1865–66  
Wed 6 May  
Jo O’Rourke, Guide, Chester Beatty

Costumes Parisiens, 1912–1914
Wed 13 May 
Joan Barnewell, Guide, Chester Beatty

Dürer: A Northern Renaissance 
Master
Wed 27 May 
Orla Ryan, Guide, Chester Beatty

Online Talk
Tune in for a live online lunchtime talk.
 
Looking at Siam: Situating John 
Thomson’s Work Then and Now
Thu 14 May, 1.10pm 
Jon Riordan, Digital Photographer,  
Chester Beatty

Want to know more about Chester 
Beatty and what we do? Watch a 
film about the life of our founder 
or have a look at a timeline in the 
Chester Beatty Story. Learn more 
about the fascinating behind-the-
scenes work and activities from 
our Conservation, Digital, and 
Education teams. 

Explore the Chester Beatty Online

https://chesterbeatty.ie/learning/in-focus-audio-tours/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/7902/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/7902/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/costumes-parisiens-1912-14/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/durer-a-northern-renaissance-master/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/durer-a-northern-renaissance-master/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/looking-at-siam/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/looking-at-siam/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqV0hWbYzCM&feature=youtu.be
https://chesterbeatty.ie/about/chester-beatty-story/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/about/resources/blogs/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/about/resources/blogs/


6

Chester Beatty and Google Arts  
& Culture
Fancy some world travel? The Google Arts & 
Culture portal includes exciting virtual tours 
of museums, libraries, and other cultural 
institutions around the world, including our  
very own world-class Collection.

Download the Chester Beatty 
Museum Guide App
Did you know we now have a new mobile  
app? The Chester Beatty Museum Guide  
is available for Apple and Android phones. 
Listen to our gallery audio tours in several 
languages (English, Irish, French, German, 
Italian, and Spanish), tour the virtual museum  
in 3D, and explore our Digital Collections 
Online with this exciting new resource portal.
Download for Apple iPhone
Download for Android phones

Social Media 
Don’t forget to follow us on social media  
for all the latest news and Collection highlights 
from our curators. Connect with fellow 
museum-lovers around the world, and be  
the first to learn about upcoming online talks, 
how-to videos, and other engaging content  
we will be posting in the days and weeks 
to come. Notably, we will be celebrating 
International Museum Day on Monday 18 May, 
so please stay connected with us on:

Activities at Home
Qigong with the Chester Beatty 
Sat 9 May 
We may be stuck indoors but we can still get 
active together. Join Mary Dowling for an online 
video session of qigong, a traditional Chinese 
form of meditation coordinating slow flowing 
movement, deep rhythmic breathing and a 
calm state of mind. Suitable for all ages.

If the creative spark calls, delve 
into our Chester Beatty learning 
resources, an extensive array of 
games, activities, and teaching 
materials for children and grown-
ups of all ages—something fun, 
creative, and educational for every 
family member:
Kids and families
Young people
Adults and lifelong learning
Online workshops & how-to videos 

National Drawing Day
Sat 16 May 
This annual event, initiated by the National 
Gallery of Ireland, features museums, galleries, 
libraries, and cultural institutions nationwide 
participating in a day designed to encourage 
creativity and to honour sketchers, doodlers, 
and cartoonists of all ages. This year, we 
celebrate National Drawing Day from home. 
Join our online tutorials, ranging from line 
drawing to portraiture to 3D sketching, and 
download your own drawing activity booklet.

Resources for Home-schooling
With schools closed and the kids at home, 
families face the daunting task of home-
schooling. The Chester Beatty website has 
dedicated teaching resources for every age 
group, including the Leaving Certificate. View 
and download these engaging educational 
materials covering art history, world faiths, 
geography, history and STEAM subject  
areas (science, technology, engineering,  
art, and maths).

https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/chester-beatty-library
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/chester-beatty-library
https://chesterbeatty.ie/about/museum-guide-app/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/about/museum-guide-app/
https://apps.apple.com/ie/app/chester-beatty-museum-guide/id1489299453
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.waymigo.chesterbeatty
http://imd.icom.museum/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/qigong-on-the-roof-garden/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/learning/kids-families/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/learning/young-people/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/learning/adults-lifelong-learning/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/learning/online-workshops-and-how-to-videos/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/drawing-day-online/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/learning/resources-for-educators/
https://www.facebook.com/ChesterBeattyDublin/
https://twitter.com/CBL_Dublin
https://www.instagram.com/chester_beatty_dublin/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chesterbeatty/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChesterBeattyLibrary
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChesterBeattyLibrary


Discover manuscripts, miniature 
paintings, prints, drawings, rare books, 
and decorative arts in this amazing 
Collection. The Chester Beatty 
captures much of the richness of 
human creative expression from about 
2700 BC to the present day. Those 
who share a love of this splendid 
Collection and an appreciation of 
world cultures can follow in Chester 
Beatty’s footsteps by joining our 
Friends Membership Programme.

•  Exclusive Friends Events: enjoy special 
 evenings, lectures and trips abroad 
•  Special Friends discount in the  
 Silk Road Café and Shop 
•  Friends Newsletter 
•  Invitation to the Annual Lecture

Become a Friend of 
the Chester Beatty

 Exclusive Range of Benefits

 Membership starts from €65.  
 Learn more about our Friends programme;  
 please visit our website at:  
 https://chesterbeatty.ie/support/friends-membership/ 
 Email us at friends@cbl.ie or 
 call 01 407 0759

Snuff bottle with integrated timepiece, enamel and pearls on gold
Switzerland, 1810-1830, CBL C 472

https://chesterbeatty.ie/support/friends-membership/

