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Part 2 opens 4 September
Edo in Colour: Prints from  
Japan’s Metropolis
Until 5 December

Explore Edo

https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/edo-in-colour/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/edo-in-colour/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/edo-in-colour/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/edo-in-colour/


Edo in Colour, Part 2
The second part of our exhibition brings a fresh 
round of spectacular and seasonal prints from 
the vibrant metropolis of Edo, modern Tokyo. 
Come back from 4 September to see Mt. Fuji’s 
snow-clad slopes and the bright promise of 
spring blossoms.

Don’t miss out!
In case you missed it live, our June lecture 
Queering the Chester Beatty with Prof. Richard 
Sandell (University of Leicester) and Kris Reid 
(Ulster University) is now available to watch 
anytime. Find this along with other talks and 
workshops on the Chester Beatty YouTube 
channel.

News
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Watch now

Costumes Parisiens no.58: 
La Folie du Jour 
Journal de Dames et  
des Modes 
George Barbier 
Paris, 1 January 1914 
CBL Wep 0910

Want to see more?
Last month we were delighted to reach  
over 10,000 followers on Instagram,  
@chester_beatty_dublin. Tune in for more  
art and intrigue from across the collections,  
and take a look at our other feeds  
@chesterbeattyconservation and  
@chesterbeattydigitisation

https://www.facebook.com/ChesterBeattyDublin/
https://twitter.com/CBL_Dublin
https://www.instagram.com/chester_beatty_dublin/
https://www.instagram.com/chester_beatty_dublin/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chesterbeatty/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChesterBeattyLibrary
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChesterBeattyLibrary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZ2YVC3_960
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZ2YVC3_960
https://www.instagram.com/chester_beatty_dublin/
https://www.instagram.com/chesterbeattyconservation/
https://www.instagram.com/chesterbeattydigitisation/


Fresh Perspectives on the Chester 
Beatty Biblical Papyri, Papyrology, 
and Communication in the  
Ancient World
8–10 October 2021
The papyrus collection of the Chester Beatty is 
internationally recognised for its significance 
to studies of the Bible, Christian origins, and 
ancient textual transmission. Although scholarly 
work on the museum’s collection has continued 
without pause since the 1930s, much remains 
to be said about these manuscripts. This 
symposium will examine the Chester Beatty 
papyri through the lens of emerging scholarship 
on book production, social history, textual 
criticism, historiography and the ethics of 
institutional collections and collecting.  
The symposium will also inform the museum’s 
special exhibition, First Fragments: the Chester 
Beatty Biblical Papyri, opening October 2022.

Symposium
Live Online Keynote Lecture
Decolonising the Troubled Archive  
of Papyri and Papyrology in  
a Global Digital Age: A View  
from Contemporary Egypt
8 October 2021, 5.30pm 
Usama Gad, Ain Shams University, Cairo
Dr Gad is a classicist, papyrologist, digital 
humanist, and Assistant Professor of Papyrology 
and Classics at Ain Shams University. He is  
also a columnist in several Cairo- and London-
based newspapers, active twitterist and blogger 
at Everyday Orientalism and Classics in  
Arabic. His writings, in English and Arabic,  
cover a wide range 
of topics pertaining 
to Egyptian classical 
antiquity and modernity. 
This lecture is part of  
the Dublin Festival  
of History. 

The symposium and keynote lecture have been 
generously funded by the Irish Research Council 
and European Research Council.
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Galatians 
6.10-Philippians 1.1 
Pauline Epistles 
c.200 AD, Egypt 
CBL BP II f.86

Register here

Register here
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Leave a 

egacy 
Your legacy can help preserve  the 
collections for future generations. 

To learn more visit our website: 
chesterbeatty.ie/support/legacy

Contact 
Cian Elliott | Head of Development
legacy@cbl.ie 

If you would like to discuss leaving a gift in your will to the 
Chester Beatty, we would be delighted to hear from you.

L

http://chesterbeatty.ie/support/legacy
mailto:legacy%40cbl.ie?subject=


Culture Night 2021
Friday 17 September, 4pm-10pm
For a second consecutive year, the Chester 
Beatty is celebrating Culture Night both 
onsite and online. Our galleries, gift shop, and 
the Silk Road Café will remain open for you to 
visit until 10pm, and we are pleased to offer 
guided tours of the Edo in Colour exhibition 
and our permanent collection galleries.  
You can also connect with the Chester Beatty 
website for our online activities.

Live Online Workshop for Families
Block Printed Textiles 
Friday 17 September, 4pm 
Using experimental block printing techniques, 
create your own textile patterns, diary, or 
sketchbook. Learn about traditional designs 
and printing from the Edo period, then make 
your own patterned textiles at home.
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Online Activity
How to Draw a Human Figure 
Wednesday 1 September, 11am 
Inspired by a beautiful and stylishly-dressed 
youth painted by the renowned Isfahan artist 
Reza Àbbasi (d. 1635, Iran), watch Roxana 
Manouchehri create a human figure. Starting 
with simplified shapes, learn how to add 
details and textures to build up the image. 

Dublin City Culture Club –  
Live Online Talk
Art and Soul: Jesuit Missions and 
the Arts of Imperial China
Wednesday 8 September, 5.30pm
Joan Barnewell’s talk will look at the historic 
Jesuit missions to China, their experiences  
at the seventeenth-century court in Beijing, 
and their influence within the arts of  
imperial China.

Online Activity
Body-Scan Meditation with  
Mary Dowling
Sunday 12 September, 11am
This Mindfulness Day slow down, relax 
and join us for a calming session to release 
tiredness and tension. Regular meditation 
and mindfulness practices will help you to 
notice your feelings and thoughts, without 
judgement. Find a comfortable space, listen 
to the instructions and focus on the present 
moment as you tune in to your body, breathing 
and mind. This event has been organised to 
mark #MuseumsNow campaign.

September

Draw

Meditate

Register here

Register here
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Onsite Curator’s Tour of  
Edo in Colour 
Fashion, Gender and Fortune
Japan’s woodblock prints combine 
sophisticated artistry with colourful tales 
of life in urban Edo (modern Tokyo). In this 
special tour for Culture Night, Curator Dr Mary 
Redfern will introduce a host of prints, newly 
displayed in the museum’s Edo in Colour 
exhibition. Suitable for adults only. Places  
are limited; booking essential. 

Friday 17 September, 4.30pm

 
Friday 17 September, 5.30pm

Live Online Workshop for Teens
Kabuki-Inspired Puppets 
Friday 17 September, 6pm
Inspired by Japanese kabuki theatre, join us 
and create your very own puppet dressed to 
dance and entertain. Bring your creation to 
life with glamorous costume and dramatic 
makeup. Let the magic begin!  

 

Onsite Highlights Tour
Join one of our experienced tour guides for 
a walk through the galleries to explore some 
of the highlights and stories in the collection. 
Places are limited; booking essential. 

Friday 17 September, 6.30pm

 
Friday 17 September, 7.30pm

Online Activity 
Kanzashi Hair Ornament
Friday 17 September, 8pm
Follow artist and crafter, Corinne Okada 
Takara, to learn how to make a Japanese  
hair ornament known as kanzashi. Using 
recycled materials, including garden wire  
and food wrappers, this is a modern take  
on a traditional Japanese accessory.

September

Register here

Register here

Register here

Register here

Register here
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Youth holding branch  
of cherry blossoms 
Torii Kiyohiro 
Japan, 1751-57 
CBL J 2454

Design
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Online Demonstration
Mid-Autumn Festival with Artist  
Hoi-Shan Mak
Tuesday 21 September, 11am
Join artist Hoi-Shan Mak for an online painting 
demonstration to highlight the Mid-Autumn 
Festival. Observed for over three millennia, 
this festival celebrates the moon and autumn 
harvests. Watch Hoi-Shan create a night 
landscape with a beaming moon using 
floating inks and a variety of colours and 
textures.

Live Online Teens Demonstration
Back-to-School Nutrition with  
Caroline Seale
Thursday 23 September, 4pm
Meet nutritional therapist Caroline Seale and 
discover the importance of a balanced diet. 
Caroline will explain how to put together a 
healthy and tasty meal that will help you feel 
energised throughout the day and support 
your concentration when studying. Learn 
about key food groups and how to read food 
labels: make sure to bring along a breakfast 
cereal box and your favourite snack bar.  
There will be healthy food tips for everybody. 

 

September

Register here

Enjoy
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Find out more and download

Chester Beatty Museum Guide App
Download the Chester Beatty Museum Guide 
app, with audio tours available in  
13 languages: English, Irish, Dutch,  
French, German, Italian, Polish, Spanish, 
Arabic, Turkish, Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and Japanese.

Live Online Talk
Basara: David Bowie’s Kabuki Spirit 
Wednesday 29 September, 6pm 
Josephine Rout, Curator of Japanese Art, 
Victoria and Albert Museum, London
Bold, brash and flamboyant, David 
Bowie’s Ziggy Stardust-era performances 
incorporated many elements from kabuki. 
However, Bowie’s admiration for this form 
of Japanese theatre was not necessarily 
an early example of cultural appropriation. 
Rather, he learned from, and worked closely 
with, Japanese creatives such as the kabuki 
actor Tamasaburo Bando V, stylist Yasuko 
Takahashi, and designer Kansai Yamamoto, 
the latter describing their relationship as 
something that ‘went beyond nationalities, 
beyond gender’. This talk will explore Bowie’s 
relationship with Japanese culture, focusing 
on kabuki, and how he embodied the aesthetic 
of basara—transgressive extravagance.  
Part of the Dublin Festival of History.

Register here

© Sukita
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Why not try one of our new snoods?  
One features a Chinese dragon robe, 
the other is from our Thai collection and 
matching face masks are also available. 

Shop 
here

We are delighted to be part of the  
Design and Crafts Council of Ireland’s 
newest campaign #LoveMadeLocal.  
The campaign promotes quality products 
made by designers and craftspeople 
across Ireland, including Hubert 
Bookbindery, made in Cork by Barbara 
Hubert and Rothlú Jewellery, made by 
Frances McGonigle in Mayo.

Available now in store and online.

www.shop.chesterbeatty.ie
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October

Online Activity
Qigong: Morning Routine
Sunday 3 October, 11am 
This routine will help you to start your day with 
a boost of energy. Gentle, flowing movements 
combined with mindful breathing will set you  
up for a joyful, stress-free and energetic day.

Enjoy

Register here

Register here

Register here
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Dublin City Culture Club –  
Live Online Talk
Sultans, Calligraphers and the Holy 
Qur’an 
Wednesday 13 October, 5.30pm
This October, join Tanseem Filiah as she 
explores Arabic calligraphy and illumination 
from Chester Beatty’s extensive and exquisite 
Qur’an collection. 

Open House Dublin,  
15–17 October

Onsite Guided Tour
Clock Tower Building  
Saturday 16 October, 10am
More than 21 years have passed since the 
Chester Beatty moved from Shrewsbury 
Road to Dublin Castle. Former OPW Assistant 
Principal Architect, Angela Rolfe, worked on 
several projects in Dublin Castle between 
1981 and 2017, including the restoration and 
extension to the historic Clock Tower Building 
for the Chester Beatty. Angela will share 
background context of the development and 
restoration process for this unique project. 
Join her for a behind-the-scenes tour of the 
non-public rooms and facilities in the restored 
former Clock Tower Building. 

 

Live Online Talk
Decolonising the Troubled Archive 
of Papyri and Papyrology in a 
Global Digital Age: A View from 
Contemporary Egypt
8 October 2021, 5.30pm 
Dr Usama Gad, Ain Shams University, Cairo
This lecture has been generously funded by the 
Irish Research Council and European Research 
Council and is part of the symposium, Fresh 
Perspectives on the Chester Beatty Biblical 
Papyri, Papyrology, and Communication in  
the Ancient World. Please see page 4 for  
more details.

© OPW Library
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October

Create

Imagine

Register here
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Live Online Open House Workshop 
for Teens
Chronological Mind of The  
Clock Tower
Saturday 16 October, 12 noon
It is “time” to take a look at the curious cogs 
inside the Clock Tower of the Chester Beatty. 
Through paper engineering, we will create 
a pop-up clock, but what lies within this 
mystery? Fun, fiction and horological history. 
This event is organised to mark Open  
House Junior.

Live Online Open House Workshop 
for Families
Imaginative Drawing Workshop
Saturday 16 October, 2.30pm
Imagine if the main gate at St. Stephen’s 
Green was a time machine and through it, we 
could visit Japan’s Edo period (c. 1603–1868). 
Travel with us through time and space to draw 
the beautiful Fusiliers’ Arch at St. Stephen’s 
Green along with some architectural features 
from Edo Japan, such as temple gates, 
elaborate bridges, and food stalls. This is 
an imaginative drawing workshop for all the 
family as part of Open House Junior.

Live Online Talk
Purr-fection in Print: Saitō Kiyoshi’s 
Feline Designs
Wednesday 20 October, 6pm
Dr Rhiannon Paget, Curator of Asian Art, 
The John & Mable Ringling Museum of Art, 
Florida State University

Printmaker Saitō Kiyoshi’s (1907–1997) 
keen sense of design, superb technique, 
and engagement with an appealing variety 
of themes made him one of Japan’s most 
beloved modern artists. His dozens of prints 
of cats, revealing the artist’s sensitive eye 
and playful sense of humour, earned Saitō the 
devotion of audiences across the globe. But 
it was not only their charming subject matter 
that delighted the crowds. Through his feline 
subjects, Saitō developed new approaches to 
form, composition, and technique that broke 
new ground in his practice.

image: © Hisako Watanabe

Steady Gaze (Two Cats), 
1952. The John & Mable 
Ringling Museum of Art, 
Gift of Charles and Robyn 
Citrin, 2014, SN11412.91
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Online Activity for Families
How to Make a Decorative Frame
Tuesday 26 October, 11am
Inspired by orange, brown, and red falling 
leaves, and floral borders from Persian and 
Mughal albums, watch this video made by artist 
Jen O’Brien and join her in making your own 
picture frame adorned with pressed flowers  
and leaves. This activity has been prepared  
for October mid-term break.

Online Activity for Teens
How to Make a Candle Holder 
Thursday 28 October, 11am
Shapes and patterns found across Chester 
Beatty’s collections were a starting point for 
this video on how to make an upcycled candle 
holder. Brighten the evenings with your favourite 
colours and warm light of this handmade 
decoration. This activity has been prepared  
for October mid-term break. 

 

October

Online Activity for Families
Halloween Workshop
Sunday 31 October, 11am
This Halloween explore a spooky forest or a dark 
attic room with this interactive art project for all 
ages made with simple household materials.

Discover

Online In-Focus Tours
Discover some of the remarkable treasures 
in the Chester Beatty Collections with 
these online tours. Recorded by our 
museum curators, conservators, and tour 
guides, they provide in-depth insight into 
fascinating objects and themes in the 
museum.

Please visit our website for further 
information on these and previous tours.

Decorate

Design

Make

12

https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/midterm-break-online-special-for-families-how-to-make-a-decorative-frame/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/midterm-break-online-special-for-teens-how-to-make-a-candle-holder/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/online-activity-for-families-halloween-workshop/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/learning/in-focus-audio-tours/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/learning/in-focus-audio-tours/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/midterm-break-online-special-for-families-how-to-make-a-decorative-frame/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/midterm-break-online-special-for-families-how-to-make-a-decorative-frame/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/online-activity-for-families-halloween-workshop/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/online-activity-for-families-halloween-workshop/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/midterm-break-online-special-for-teens-how-to-make-a-candle-holder/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/whats-on/midterm-break-online-special-for-teens-how-to-make-a-candle-holder/
https://www.facebook.com/ChesterBeattyDublin/
https://twitter.com/CBL_Dublin
https://www.instagram.com/chester_beatty_dublin/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chesterbeatty/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChesterBeattyLibrary
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChesterBeattyLibrary


Discover manuscripts, miniature 
paintings, prints, drawings, rare books, 
and decorative arts in this amazing 
Collection. The Chester Beatty 
captures much of the richness of 
human creative expression from about 
2700 BC to the present day. Those 
who share a love of this splendid 
Collection and an appreciation of 
world cultures can follow in Chester 
Beatty’s footsteps by joining our 
Friends Membership Programme.

•  Exclusive Friends Events: enjoy special 
 evenings, lectures and trips abroad 
•  Special Friends discount in the  
 Silk Road Café and Shop 
•  Friends Newsletter 
•  Invitation to the Annual Lecture

Become a Friend of 
the Chester Beatty

 Exclusive Range of Benefits

 Membership starts from €65.  
 Learn more about our Friends programme;  
 please visit our website at:  
 https://chesterbeatty.ie/support/friends-membership/ 
 Email us at friends@cbl.ie or 
 call 01 407 0759
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Lovers Osome and Hisamatsu (detail)
From Mirror of beauties in jōruri roles
Ichirakutei Eisui
Japan, c. 1795
CBL J 2497
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The safety of our staff and visitors is paramount to 
us and we have implemented a number of on-site 
measures for you to enjoy your visit in a safe and 
friendly environment. Please check our website 
for more information on this, our opening hours, 
and to explore our current exhibitions. Admission 
is FREE, no pre-booking is required. To enhance 
your visit, download the Chester Beatty Museum 
Guide app, with audio tours now available in  
13 languages.

Facilities
Audio tour in 13 languages
Silk Road Café
Gift & Book Shop
Audio-visual presentations
Roof Garden
Wheelchair access
Baby-changing facilities

Visitor Information

Cover image: 
Night rain in the Yoshiwara  
From the series Eight  
views of Azuma  
Ippitsusai Bunchō 
Japan, 1772-81 
CBL J 2511
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