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Visiting the Yoshiwara  
From the series Modern 
sparrows of Edo   
Utagawa Kunisada   
Japan, 1836–38 
CBL J 2596  
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Detail from Cherry blossom 
viewing at Asukayama 
Katsukawa Shunchō
Japan, 1785-1789
CBL J 2823

Opening 28 May
Edo in Colour: Prints from  
Japan’s Metropolis
Part 1: 28 May to 29 August  
Part 2: 4 September to 5 December

Explore Edo

https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/edo-in-colour/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/edo-in-colour/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/edo-in-colour/


Exhibition Preview Online
Summer in the City
Our new exhibition Edo in Colour: Prints from 
Japan’s Metropolis will explore how woodblock 
prints shaped fashion, fame and identity during 
Japan’s Edo period (c. 1603-1868). As we  
look forward to opening this exhibition soon,  
we are delighted to share a special preview  
on our website. 

Featuring more than fifty prints and printed 
books, this online exhibition introduces the key 
themes from Edo in Colour as well as offering 
insight into the history of this remarkable 
collection. From vistas of Fuji’s lofty peak to 
sell-out shows at the theatre, why not sample 
summer in the city now known as Tokyo?

Dublin Pride – June 2021
The Chester Beatty celebrates Dublin Pride 
this year with events exploring diversity, 
creativity, and our collections. In partnership 
with Dublin Pride and our local LGBTQ+ 
community.

News

The 4Cs – Project Erasmus+
The Chester Beatty has been awarded a 
European grant to lead The 4Cs project 
(2021-2023) under the Erasmus+ programme. 
This 24-month venture focuses on creativity, 
collaboration, communication, and critical 
thinking for teachers and students engaging 
with cultural heritage. Partners include the 
Festival of Curiosity (Ireland), Finnish Museums 
Association, Radiona Makerspace (Croatia), 
Steps (Italy) and Heritec Consultancy (UK). 
Please check our website for updates.

Project number 2020-1-IE01-KA227-SCH-082933

3

Drying clothes 
Kitagawa Utamaro  
Japan, c. 1790 
CBL J 2538

Find out more and download

Chester Beatty Museum Guide App
Download the Chester Beatty Museum 
Guide app, with audio tours available in  
13 languages: English, Irish, Dutch,  
French, German, Italian, Polish, Spanish, 
Arabic, Turkish, Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and Japanese.

Explore Edo

https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/edo-in-colour/
https://dublinpride.ie/ 
http://www.chesterbeatty.ie
https://dublinpride.ie/ 
https://chesterbeatty.ie/about/museum-guide-app/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/about/museum-guide-app/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/about/museum-guide-app/
https://www.facebook.com/ChesterBeattyDublin/
https://twitter.com/CBL_Dublin
https://www.instagram.com/chester_beatty_dublin/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chesterbeatty/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChesterBeattyLibrary
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChesterBeattyLibrary
https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/edo-in-colour/


Online Activity 
Online Coffee Break Movements III: 
Major Joints 
Monday 10 May, 11am
Sitting at the desk all day creates a real strain 
on your neck, shoulders, and back. You may 
feel stiff and uncomfortable, and this can even 
affect your concentration. Join Kaman Ryan for 
her Coffee Break Movements video. This short 
morning routine is ideal to help gently stretch 
out the major joints from the neck, through  
the spine, and down to the toes.

 
Live Online Botanical Workshop  
for Adults – Bealtaine Festival
In(ter)dependence
Thursday 13 May, 4pm
Meet artist Ida Mitrani for a drawing workshop 
based on concepts and theories of plant 
culture in the current environmental crisis. 
Ida will inspire you to think about the in(ter)
dependence between humans, plants, 
and the overconsumption of synthetic 
materials. Through a series of quick, 
practical demonstrations on accurate plant 
representation and colour-chart preparation, 
you will create your own hybrid plant using 
recycled materials combined with collage  
and mixed media.
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Online In-Focus Tour
Potted Histories I – Iris and Wisteria
Wednesday 5 May, 11am
Now blooming in gardens across Ireland, the 
iris and wisteria both have a long history of 
appreciation in Japan. Curator Mary Redfern 
introduces the art and poetry surrounding 
these plants with reference to some of the 
works in the Chester Beatty Collection.

Dublin City Culture Club –  
Live Online Talk
Chinese Snuff Bottles: Miniature 
Masterpieces
Wednesday 5 May, 5.30pm
Chester Beatty guide Joan Barnewell tells 
the story of snuff and describes some of the 
beautiful snuff bottles in the Chester Beatty 
Collection.

May

Enjoy

Register here

Stretch

Register here

Image above left:  
Actor Yamashita Kinsaku 
II as tea-seller Omiya
Torii Kiyotsune
Japan, 1772-81
CBL J 2456
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May

Let’s colour

Let’s draw

Draw

Sketch

Let’s create
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Online Activities for Teens  
and Adults
How to Draw a Clear Ball
Saturday 15 May, 10am
Have you ever wondered how to draw 
a transparent object? Artist Roxana 
Manouchehri shares tips on drawing a clear 
ball, including shading and cross-hatching 
techniques which help achieve the desired 
outcome.

How to Draw Fabric
Saturday 15 May, 10am
Inspired by the fashion and costume plates 
housed in the Chester Beatty, this video 
shows how to draw fabric. Follow these 
step-by-step instructions to create folds and 
drapes, and understand the importance of 
light and shadow when drawing textiles.

National Drawing Day with the 
Chester Beatty – Saturday 15 May
Sketch, Draw, and Colour
This annual event, initiated by the National 
Gallery of Ireland, features museums, galleries, 
libraries, and cultural institutions nationwide 
participating in a day designed to encourage 
creativity and to honour sketchers, doodlers,  
and cartoonists of all ages.

 
Online Activities for Families
Colouring Chester Beatty’s Collection
Saturday 15 May, available all day
Not quite ready for free-hand sketching? 
Why not print out one of the images inspired 
by Chester Beatty’s Collections and get 
colouring. This simple activity helps de-stress 
both children and adults by relaxing the brain 
and improving the creative process with the 
selection of colours and patterns you might 
like to add to the image you chose to decorate. 

Landscape with Elephants
Saturday 15 May, 10am
There are many images of animals at the 
Chester Beatty and today we will have a closer 
look at the elephants. Follow artist Roxana 
Manouchehri and learn how to draw the 
elephant’s long trunk, large head with wide  
flat ears, white tusks, and an enormous body 
with column-like legs. 

How to Make a Picture Book 
Saturday 15 May, 10am
Artist Jen O’Brien takes a closer look at Japanese 
artist Kitagawa Utamaro’s illustrations from  
the Picture Book of Selected Insects to create 
her own picture book. This video introduces 
mixed media techniques, including drawing,  
to capture the beauty of the natural world. 
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Online In-Focus Tour
Mamluk Bindings 
Tuesday 18 May, 11am
Bookbindings made in Egypt and Syria during 
the reign of the Mamluk Sultanate (1250-1516) 
represent the pinnacle of Islamic book design. 
Their decoration is refined and complex.  
Join Head of Conservation, Kristine Rose-
Beers, as she introduces these books which 
represent a unique binding structure. This tour 
has been recorded to highlight International 
Museums Day. 

Live Online Performance
Harp Recital – Aisling Ennis
Wednesday 19 May, 6pm
Harpist Aisling Ennis returns to the Chester 
Beatty with a live online performance to 
highlight International Museums Day. To 
celebrate the occasion, Aisling will select 
a programme of classical, traditional Irish, 
and popular music, and share some of her 
favourite seasonal poetry to complement the 
programme.

Live Online Workshop for Families
Tactile Book of Artefacts
Friday 28 May, 3.30pm
Real-life objects will be a starting point for 
building our book of artefacts. Tales from the 
Chester Beatty Collections will lead the way for 
us to explore textures and patterns to create 
tactile designs. Join us and create your own 
sensory book. This workshop is specifically 
designed for children who are visually impaired, 
but it is open to all.

May

Enjoy

Register here

Create

©
 G

er
 H

ol
la

nd

6

Inside upper cover of a 
Mamluk manuscript
Syria, 1476-1477 (881H)
CB Ar 5086
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Dublin City Culture Club –  
Live Online Talk
The Power of Passion
Wednesday 9 June, 5.30pm
Joan Barnewell will bring to life the loves  
and hopes, dreams and fears of some of  
the women who feature in the art of the 
Chester Beatty.

June
Online In-Focus Tour
Potted Histories II: Strawberry  
Fields Forever
Wednesday 2 June, 11am
This next look at flowers and their meanings in 
art focuses on the humble but delicious wild 
strawberry. Strawberries stand proudly among 
the many identifiable plants in European 
medieval manuscripts, and were especially 
popular in border decoration. Join Curator  
Jill Unkel as she guides you through marginal 
gardens to savour the symbolism of the 
succulent strawberry.

Let’s bake

Enjoy

Enjoy

Create
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Register here

Cruinniú na nÓg Online 
Saturday 12 June, 10am
Cruinniú na nÓg is Ireland’s national day  
of creativity encouraging children to get 
creative, develop an appetite for discovery,  
and acquire new skills. Take part in a variety  
of events designed by the Chester Beatty  
to express your individuality and creativity. 
From storytelling, to arts and crafts activities, 
to baking, there will be something for all 
abilities and ages.

Online Storytelling for Families  
The Boastful Crow
Saturday 12 June, 10am
Meet a curious hand-puppet, Gimme, the 
baby-vulture, who wants to be the best flyer 
in the world. Simone Schuemmelfeder from 
StoryGate will tell the story of The Boastful 
Crow who challenged a goose to a flying 
competition. Who will win? Suitable for  
ages 3+.

Online Activity for Families   
Surimono Zines
Saturday 12 June, 10am
Celebrate Cruinniú na nÓg and create an 
8-page zine inspired by the beautiful Japanese 
surimono prints in the Chester Beatty 
Collections. Surimono prints combine poetry 
and images. They were made in small numbers 
by poetry clubs and shared among friends, 
much like contemporary zines. Why not post 
your finished zine to a friend? In this video 
workshop we will be folding, cutting, sticking, 
drawing and writing. Hope to see you there!

Online Activity for Teens 
Mediterranean Dessert
Saturday 12 June, 10am
Kataifi is a very popular dessert in Turkey, 
Greece, and the Middle East. Follow this 
simple demonstration and learn how to make 
this crispy, delicious, golden-brown dessert.
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Bloomsday Live Online Workshop  
for Families
A Walk through Ulysses
Wednesday 16 June, 3.30pm
Let’s take a stroll through a timeless seascape: 
Sandymount Strand, a place very dear to 
Dublin. To capture its eternal allure, we will 
bring this special place to the page by using a 
variety of watercolour techniques. Am I walking 
into eternity?

June

Register here

Draw

Live Online Talk
Queering the Chester Beatty 
Thursday 17 June, 1.10pm
Professor Richard Sandell, School of Museum 
Studies, University of Leicester; and Kris Reid, 
PhD Researcher, Ulster University

The stories that museum collections can  
tell are limited only by the questions we ask. 
It is time to ask new questions, make fresh 
connections, and see collections through 
a different lens. In this special talk during 
Dublin Pride, Professor Richard Sandell and 
PhD researcher Kris Reid, will examine the 
importance of exploring LGBTQ+ narratives 
within museums for all our audiences, while 
also introducing diversities of desire and 
identity from across the collections of the 
Chester Beatty. This event has been organised 
to coincide with Dublin Pride.

Professor Sandell is also co-director of the 
Research Centre for Museums and Galleries  
at the University of Leicester. His research  
and practice explores the potential that 
museums and heritage might play in 
supporting human rights, social justice,  
and equity. Richard has led a number of 
ground-breaking queer/LGBTQ+ initiatives  
in the museum and heritage sector.

Kris Reid is researching post-conflict museum 
activism within the context of queer heritage. 
He has worked for the National Trust and 
Historic Royal Palaces as part of their public 
engagement teams and has developed a 
monthly LGBTQ+ tour of Hillsborough Castle 
and Gardens. Above all, he is passionate 
about using stories from the past to challenge 
injustice today.

Register here

Register here
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Jacket and skirt (Veste de soie écossaise. 
Jupe de crépon de coton souris) 
From Journal des Dames et des Modes 
Gerda Wegener
Paris, France, 1 June 1914
Wep 0946
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Live Online Workshop for Adults
Introduction to Fashion Illustration
Saturday 19 June, 12 noon
Join fashion illustrator Jane Ryan for this 
introductory workshop to help develop your 
individual style of drawing. You will learn 
different approaches to drawing the face and 
figure to help you gain an understanding of 
scale and proportion. Participants will explore 
different ways of drawing and illustrating with 
emphasis on experimental exercises which 
help increase concentration, observation and 
confidence in one’s drawing ability. A great 
workshop to learn some new drawing skills 
and unleash your creativity to develop your 
unique style of fashion illustration. €10 per 
person; all proceeds go to support the  
Chester Beatty. 

June

International Yoga Day Online
Monday 21 June, 11am
Main objectives in yoga include training the 
body, mind, and one’s breathing to connect 
with one’s spirituality. Not only does yoga 
improve balance, strength, and flexibility, it also 
helps one to manage stress, sleep better, and 
brighten the mood. This International Yoga Day, 
we offer two online sessions: one for teenagers 
and one for adults. Roll out your yoga mat and 
get involved.

The Sun Salutation: A Moving 
Meditation for Teens
This session focuses on a sequence of poses 
which can be practiced as an energetic flow,  
or slowed down to build strength and flexibility. 

Mindful Yoga for Adults
Move through a series of yoga poses to 
building your strength and calm the mind.  
This session will focus on the present moment.

Discover

Online In-Focus Tours
Discover some of the remarkable 
treasures in the Chester Beatty 
Collections with these online tours. 
Recorded by our museum curators, 
conservators, and tour guides, they 
provide in-depth insight into fascinating 
objects and themes in the museum.

Please visit our website for further 
information and access.

! " # $ % & ' ( % ) ) * # + , " + % & '

Register here

Get active
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Edo in Colour events
Exhibition Lecture Series
In this series of four linked lectures, join Dr 
Mary Redfern, Curator of Edo in Colour: Prints 
from Japan’s Metropolis, to explore the detail of 
these exquisite artworks and the vibrant world 
they conjure. Offering insights into our new 
exhibition, Dr Redfern will reveal how prints 
helped shape and present the identity, vitality 
and place of Edo, and how Chester Beatty 
collected these prints and books for his  
Dublin Library. 

These lectures are pre-recorded and will 
premiere at the times stated. Lectures 1 and  
4 will be followed by a live Q&A with Curator, 
Dr Mary Redfern. 

Selling the City—Japanese Prints, 
Publishers and Audiences 
Wednesday 23 June, 5.30pm
This first lecture introduces the vibrant 
metropolis of Edo (modern Tokyo) which  
stood as muse, maker and market combined 
for Japan’s woodblock prints.

Register here

Dangerous Places—Theatres and 
Brothels of the Floating World
Wednesday 30 June, 5.30pm
Stepping into the ‘bad places’ of Edo’s floating 
world, this lecture focuses on printed books 
showing the women of the Yoshiwara (Edo’s 
licensed brothel district), and the celebrities  
of kabuki theatre.

Peace and Prosperity—Picturing  
the Shogun’s Capital
Wednesday 7 July, 5.30pm
As Edo flourished, the ruling shogunate kept  
a wary eye on its booming popular culture.  
This lecture explores contrasts of pride, 
prosperity and censorship foundational to 
Edo’s expression in print.

Buying In—Chester Beatty and 
Japanese Prints 
Wednesday 14 July, 5.30pm
This final talk considers how, when and 
why Chester Beatty brought this incredible 
collection of Japanese prints together, and  
the legacy he wanted to create for Ireland.

Find out more

Find out more

Register here

Arai: Ferry boat
From the series 53 
stations of the Tōkaidō
Utagawa Hiroshige
Japan, 1832–34
CBL J 2679
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Two free facemasks with every 
children’s book!

Buy a children’s book and receive 2 free 
masks featuring images from the Edo in 
Colour exhibition. Choose from books 
about activities, crafts, world literature, 
and celebrations. All our masks are 
made in Ireland.

*Offer includes 2 masks per purchase, 1 of each 
design. Size: child 5–10 years. While stocks last.

Shop 
here

A variety of Irish handmade gifts and 
homewares for every occasion are also 
part of our range. Choose from beautiful 
jewellery, decorations and lots more for 
your home and office.

www.shop.chesterbeatty.ie
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Discover manuscripts, miniature 
paintings, prints, drawings, rare books, 
and decorative arts in this amazing 
Collection. The Chester Beatty 
captures much of the richness of 
human creative expression from about 
2700 BC to the present day. Those 
who share a love of this splendid 
Collection and an appreciation of 
world cultures can follow in Chester 
Beatty’s footsteps by joining our 
Friends Membership Programme.

•  Exclusive Friends Events: enjoy special 
 evenings, lectures and trips abroad 
•  Special Friends discount in the  
 Silk Road Café and Shop 
•  Friends Newsletter 
•  Invitation to the Annual Lecture

Become a Friend of 
the Chester Beatty

 Exclusive Range of Benefits

 Membership starts from €65.  
 Learn more about our Friends programme;  
 please visit our website at:  
 https://chesterbeatty.ie/support/friends-membership/ 
 Email us at friends@cbl.ie or 
 call 01 407 0759
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Lovers Osome and Hisamatsu (detail)
From Mirror of beauties in jōruri roles
Ichirakutei Eisui
Japan, c. 1795
CBL J 2497

https://chesterbeatty.ie/support/friends-membership/
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The safety of our staff and visitors is paramount to 
us and we have implemented a number of on-site 
measures for you to enjoy your visit in a safe and 
friendly environment. Please check our website 
for more information on this, our opening hours, 
and to explore our current exhibitions. Admission 
is FREE, no pre-booking is required. To enhance 
your visit, download the Chester Beatty Museum 
Guide app, with audio tours now available in  
13 languages.

Facilities
Audio tour in 13 languages
Silk Road Café
Gift & Book Shop
Audio-visual presentations
Roof Garden
Wheelchair access
Baby-changing facilities

Visitor Information

Cover image: 
Kaminarimon gate at  
Kannon temple, Asakusa   
Tamagawa Shūchō   
Japan, c. 1795  
CBL J 2656

https://www.facebook.com/ChesterBeattyDublin/
https://twitter.com/CBL_Dublin
https://www.instagram.com/chester_beatty_dublin/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chesterbeatty/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChesterBeattyLibrary
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChesterBeattyLibrary

