What’s On
Jan–Feb 2022

Reopening 10 May

Meeting in Isfahan: Vision and
Exchange in Safavid Iran
4 February–28 August 2022

Youth in gold trousers, signed
by Rez. ā `Abbāsī (d. 1635)
Isfahan, Iran, c. 1620-1630
CBL Per 260.2

New Exhibition
Meeting in Isfahan: Vision and
Exchange in Safavid Iran
4 February–28 August 2022
In 1598 the city of Isfahan became the
new capital of Iran, signalling a vibrant
transformation of political, spiritual and
cultural life under the Safavid dynasty. Wealthy,
successful and ostentatious, Safavid Isfahan
was a hub for dazzling urbanity throughout the
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries.
New vistas opened up as a modern urban
layout was drawn across this ancient city,
and European merchant travellers published
breathless accounts of their experiences.
As the global silk trade boosted Iran’s
economy, the popular rhyme observed:
“Isfahan, nesf-e jahan” – “Isfahan is half
the world”.
Bringing together the internationally celebrated
collections of the Chester Beatty with loans
generously provided by the National Museum
of Ireland, Meeting in Isfahan explores this
cosmopolitan urban centre of trade, ideas and
visual culture. With 65 works from the Chester
Beatty’s Persian, Turkish, Arabic and Armenian
collections, as well as early printed books and
maps from Europe, this exhibition features
paintings and drawings by the most renowned
artists of the Safavid period: Reza `Abbasi,
Muhammad Zaman, Mu`in Musavvir, and
many more.
Explore Isfahan

Iskandar marries
Roshanak, signed
Mu’in Musavvir
Detail of folio from
the Book of Kings
(Shahnama) by Firdausi
Isfahan, Iran, 1655
CBL Per 270.66

3

Meeting in Isfahan: Exhibition Events
Our new exhibition Meeting in Isfahan: Vision
and Exchange in Safavid Iran will open on 4
February and run until 28 August. Throughout
this period, we will offer a lively programme of
public events, both online and onsite, with
talks, tours, activities, and live performances.
Launching the exhibition programme is this
year’s Annual Lecture, which will be held online
on 3 February. Professor Sussan Babaie
(Courtauld Institute of Art, London) will bring
us to the dramatic public spaces and tree-lined
avenues of the city of Isfahan.

Mythical animal combat
Isfahan, Iran, c. 1650-1700
CBL Per 240.5
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On 16 February, we will begin our Wednesday
evening, monthly, hybrid lecture series, Coming
To Isfahan. Our first speaker is Dr May Farhat
(Holy Spirit University, Kaslik, Lebanon).
Accessible remotely via Zoom, her talk will also
take place onsite. Please register early to enjoy
a glass of wine before the talk, followed by a
tour with the Curator of Islamic Collections,
Dr Moya Carey.
For information on the February programme,
please see below. Also, please check our
website for updates on the latest changes to
Covid-19 restrictions.

Chester Beatty Annual Lecture, 2022
Faces and Façades: Walking the
City of Isfahan

Online: Thursday 3 February, 6pm
Professor Sussan Babaie, Courtauld Institute
of Art, London
In the seventeenth century, Isfahan was among
the most cosmopolitan cities in Asia. Shah
Abbas, the fifth Safavid ruler, built his new
capital outside its medieval urban walls.
Designed entirely out of vast open spaces, this
new Isfahan, with its royal precinct, palaces
and mansions, and its public places of social
life, commerce, and religion, accommodated a
multitude of ethnicities and religious practices.
The Jewish community, Armenians, merchants
from Tabriz, and those in maritime trade across
the Indian Ocean mixed in this city, famously
dubbed ‘Isfahan, half the world’. It naturally
followed that if you have not seen Isfahan, you
have not seen half the world! This year the
Chester Beatty Annual Lecture takes us to
Iran—to see Isfahan through the faces and
façades of the city—before the opening of our
new exhibition, Meeting in Isfahan: Vision and
Exchange in Safavid Iran (4 February–28
August 2022).

Born in Iran, Sussan Babaie attended the
University of Tehran’s Faculty of Fine Arts
(Graphic Design) until the revolution of 1979
when she moved to the USA to continue her
studies. Currently, she is Professor in the Arts
of Iran and Islam at the Courtauld Institute of
Art, in London. Many of Professor Babaie’s
research publications have addressed Isfahan
and the early modern Safavid period, including
her award-winning book, Isfahan and its
Palaces. Statecraft, Shi`ism and the
Architecture of Conviviality in Early Modern
Iran, published in 2008 with Edinburgh
University Press.
Register here
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Conservation News
Internship in Conservation, 2022

From January 2022, Hoa Perriguey will join
the Chester Beatty as Intern in Conservation,
thanks to the generous support of the Heritage
Council and the Chester Beatty Patrons.

Throughout her MA in Conservation at the
Sorbonne, University of Paris, Hoa visited the
Chester Beatty to study Persian paintings from
the Great Mongol Shahnama (CBL Per 111).
As part of her training, she completed work
placements at a number of paper conservation
studios including the Louvre, Bibliothèque
nationale de France, Leiden University Library,
and the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. Since
2020, she has worked for other Parisian
institutions including the Sorbonne University
Library, Musée du quai Branly, and the Musée
des Arts Décoratifs.
Hoa is excited to join our Conservation team
to develop her practical work, research skills,
and her ability to plan and manage projects.
She will take part in projects focusing on the
rehousing of artworks and other essential
aspects of conservation. Hoa also hopes
to have time to revisit the Great Mongol
Shahnama paintings using non-invasive
techniques such as microscopic examination
and ultra-violet light.

Rebinding the Ruzbihan Qur’an

We are delighted to announce a new video
describing how Chester Beatty conservators
worked on the Ruzbihan Qur’an (CBL Is 1558)
from sixteenth-century Shiraz, in southwestern
Iran, accompanied by a beautiful soundtrack
performed by santur-player Peyman Heydarian.
Created by the master calligrapher
Ruzbihan Muhammad al-Tab‘i al-Shirazi and
a team of illuminators around 1550, the
rebinding of this exquisite Qur’an was the
culmination of many years of conservation
work, by a team of specialised book and
paper conservators. The use of high-quality
inert materials and culturally sympathetic
techniques will ensure the preservation of
this manuscript for the foreseeable future.
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Watch here

News
Revealing the Mystery of Manuscripts

Following an initial project visit in 2019, the
Chester Beatty was once again delighted to
welcome the mobile lab team from the Centre
for the Study of Manuscript Cultures (CSMC) at
the University of Hamburg in November 2021.
During their visit, Dr. Olivier Bonnerot and Kyle
Ann Huskin conducted multispectral imaging
(MSI) on pages from the Manichaean Kephalaia
(CBL Pma 1) and Manichaean Synaxeis (CBL
Pma 5). These papyrus manuscripts date from
c. 400 AD, Egypt. Multispectral imaging—
photography under different wavelengths of
light—has the potential to reveal obscured or
damaged writing, and so has immense value to
advancing scholarship. Dr Bonnerot and Ms
Huskin also undertook detailed X-ray
fluorescence spot analysis (XRF) on the Islamic
and Coptic manuscripts, Is 1431, Cpt 813, Cpt
814 and Cpt 815. The information revealed
throughout this project will contribute to
ongoing research and publications.
Folio from the
Manichaean Kephalaia
c. 400 AD, Egypt
CBL Pma 1.115-116

Heroes from the Book of the East

In partnership with colleagues at the Golestan
Palace in Tehran, the Chester Beatty created
a short film about an important Shiraz
manuscript, The Book of the East: Tales of
Epic Sainthood from 15th-Century Iran. First
aired on the Golestan Palace Instagram
account, Dr Moya Carey (Curator of Islamic
Collections, Chester Beatty) and Kristine
Rose-Beers ACR (Head of Conservation,
Chester Beatty) introduce ten illustrated folios
from the Khavaran-nama (Book of the East,
CBL Per 293).
Watch here
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January
Onsite Highlights Tours

Wednesdays at 5.30pm, Saturdays and
Sundays at 2pm
Join one of our experienced tour guides for
a walk through the galleries to explore some
of the highlights and stories in the collection.
Places are limited, booking essential.
Register here

Online Creativity & STEAM

We have a number of creative online events
in January and February, suitable for all
ages. These include workshops for families,
teens, and adults, inspired by science,
technology, engineering, art and maths
(STEAM) as reflected in the wonderful
Chester Beatty collection.

Onsite Well-being
Qigong at the Rooftop Garden

Saturday 8 January, 12 noon
Qigong is a traditional Chinese form of
meditation coordinating slow flowing
movement, deep rhythmic breathing, and a
calm state of mind. Join us for a gentle practice
outdoors (weather permitting) or indoors with a
view of the roof garden. Suitable for all ages.
Free, no booking required, but numbers are
limited. All participants must show a Covid
Vaccination Certificate and photo ID. Please
check here for updates.
Breathe

Online Activity for Teens
Maneki Neko for New Year

Saturday 1 January, 11am
Why not start the New Year with us by
drawing maneki neko, a popular Japanese
cat figure believed to bring good fortune.
What colour will your maneki neko be? A red
cat might bring you good health, pink is for
romance, a white cat denotes good luck,
and yellow is for prosperity and wealth.
Draw

Online In-Focus Tours

Discover some of the remarkable treasures
in the Chester Beatty collections with these
online tours. Recorded by our museum
curators, conservators, and tour guides, they
provide in-depth insight into fascinating
objects and themes in the museum.
Please visit our website for further
information on these and previous tours.
Discover
8

Dublin City Culture Club –
Live Online Talk
Istanbul in the Ottoman Age – part 2

Wednesday 12 January, 5.30pm
Drawing from a c. 1620 album of calligraphy
and paintings (CBL T 439) made in Ottoman
Istanbul for a private citizen, this tour will focus
on urban space in Istanbul. Highlights will
include the imperial Topkapi Palace and the
Süleymaniye Mosque complex, as well as
residential quarters, coffee houses, and
gardens for relaxation and entertainment.
Register here
Coffee house scene (detail)
Artist unknown
Istanbul, c. 1620
CBL T 439.9

January
Live Online Workshop for Teens
Tiger Talisman

Saturday 29 January, 2.30pm
The eyes of the tiger are mesmerising: big,
beautiful, and alert. Learn how to draw tiger
eyes with artist Hoi-Shan Mak. We will
combine drawing with some paper-cutting
to make a protective amulet for the Lunar
Year of the Tiger.
Register here

Online Activity
How to Draw Geometric Patterns

Saturday 15 January, 11am – part 1
Saturday 22 January, 11am – part 2
Geometry is used throughout Middle Eastern
art and design. Constructed with squares
and circles, these beautiful patterns may
be found everywhere, from architectural
tilework to manuscript illumination. Watch
these videos prepared by artist Roxana
Manouchehri as she demonstrates how
to use a compass and ruler to create
intricate patterns.
Draw

Live Online Workshop for Families
Tiger Hat

Saturday 29 January, 12 noon
As the tiger is known to be the protector of
children, parents ensure the safekeeping
of their children by adorning them with hats
decorated with this animal. To celebrate
this Lunar New Year of the Tiger, let’s join
Hoi-Shan Mak and make our own colourful
hats made of paper and decorated with
paints or fabric.
Register here
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Live Online Workshop for Adults
In One Breath – Ink Painting
Workshop

Sunday 30 January, 12 noon
Join artist Hoi-Shan Mak for this ink painting
workshop. She will focus on executing
meaning with minimalistic approach. A study
of a cat will allow us to explore how much
we can paint in one breath and how many
strokes we need to draw this elegant and
beautiful animal. €15 per person; all
proceeds go to support the Chester Beatty.
Register here

To complement the upcoming Meeting in
Isfahan exhibition, we have lots of new
products—document folders, glasses cases
and noteblocks—all covered in lush gold
decorations of flora and fauna inspired by
our Persian collection.
Books related to the exhibition include Isfahan
And Its Palaces by Sussan Babaie who is
presenting the Chester Beatty Annual Lecture
in February.

Don’t forget that small-size masks for children
are available now while stocks last, online
and instore, at the special price of €5.
Grand Soft Day is the new jewellery collection
from Kilkenny-based jeweller Sandra Hartwieg.
Elegant jewellery inspired by misty, rainy,
cloudy Irish days.
Available now in-store
and online.
www.shop.chesterbeatty.ie
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Shop
here

February
Onsite Highlights Tours

Wednesdays at 5.30pm, Saturdays and
Sundays at 2pm
Join one of our experienced tour guides for
a walk through the galleries to explore some
of the highlights and stories in the collection.
Places are limited, booking essential.
Register here

Lunar New Year of the Tiger

Tuesday 1 February, 11am
We mark the first day of the Lunar New Year
of the Tiger with two online activities for
you: a cooking demonstration featuring a
traditional New Year dish present at every
family table; and a drawing activity focusing
on this year’s zodiacal animal.

Online Cooking Demonstration
with Asia Market

Join Eva Pau to make a Chinese New Year
tomato chilli prawn dish, packed full of
flavour and spices. Many Chinese families
like to include a prawn dish in their
celebration menu as it is said to bring
laughter, joy and happiness to the whole
family. If you would like to cook along on
the day, you can pre-order the prepared
box of ingredients online at
http://www.asiamarket.ie.
Get cooking

Online Activity for Families
How to Draw a Tiger

Follow artist Jen O’Brien and learn how to
draw a tiger’s face. Use different types of
pens or markers to sketch textures and add
personality to your creation. Will your tiger
be scary or friendly?
Draw
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Chester Beatty Annual Lecture,
2022
Faces and Façades: Walking the
City of Isfahan

Thursday 3 February, 6pm
Professor Sussan Babaie, Courtauld Institute
of Art, London
Isfahan housed a multitude of ethnicities
and religious practices, accommodating
neighbourhoods for the Jewish community,
the Armenians, merchants from Tabriz and
those dealing in maritime trade across the
Indian Ocean. Designed entirely out of vast
open spaces which were, until the 1590s,
outside medieval urban walls, the new
Isfahan, with its royal precinct and suburban
palaces, its public places of social life,
commerce, and religion, along with its
mansions and houses, became famously
dubbed ‘Isfahan, half the world’. It naturally
followed that if you have not seen Isfahan,
you have not seen half the world! This year
the Chester Beatty annual lecture will take
us to Iran, to see Isfahan through the faces
and façades of the city. This Annual Lecture
will also celebrate the opening of our new
exhibition Meeting in Isfahan: Vision and
Exchange in Safavid Iran (4 February–
28 August 2022).
Register here

February
Online Activity
Deconstructing Architecture in
Persian Painting

Friday 4 February, 11am
Explore this Chester Beatty Isfahan
manuscript scene Iskandar marries
Roshanak (video 1) with artist Pantea
Karimi and learn how to use the process of
economy to create an abstracted version
of the painting (video 2). Economy helps the
artist to simplify a painting by keeping the
essential details while at the same time
emphasising the important elements. Let us
start by simplifying architectural shapes.
Paint

Square snuff bottle painted
with figures in landscape
Artist unknown
Jingdezhen, 1790-1860
CBL C 0101

Dublin City Culture Club –
Live Online Talk
‘The Colour of Azure, Shining and
Beautiful Beyond Measure’

Wednesday 9 Feb, 5.30pm
Join Joan Barnewell to hear the story of
porcelain—its invention in China, fascinating
journey westwards, and how it took Europe
by storm in the seventeenth century.
Register here

Onsite Well-being
Qigong at the Rooftop Garden

Iskandar marries Roshanak,
from the Book of Kings
(Shahnama) by Firdausi
Mu’in Musavvir
Isfahan, 1655
CBL Per 270.66

Saturday 12 February, 12 noon
Qigong is a traditional Chinese form of
meditation coordinating slow flowing
movement, deep rhythmic breathing, and a
calm state of mind. Join us for a gentle practice
outdoors (weather permitting) or indoors with
a view of the roof garden. Suitable for all ages.
Free, no booking required, but numbers are
limited. All participants must show a Covid
Vaccination Certificate and photo ID.
Please check here for updates.
Breathe
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February
Online and Onsite Talk:
Coming to Isfahan Series
Sacred Landscapes and Rituals of
Devotion: The Great Shi’i Shrines
of Iran and Iraq under the Safavid
Dynasty
Wednesday 16 February, 6.15pm
Dr May Farhat, Associate Professor, Holy
Spirit University, Kaslik, Lebanon

The first talk in our new monthly series, linked
to the exhibition Meeting in Isfahan.
As sites of Shi’i devotion and repositories of
charismatic power, the tombs of the Shi’i
Imams and their descendants in Iran and Iraq
assumed political and religious importance
for the Safavid shahs (1501-1722). This lecture
investigates the Safavid drive to control
and manage these sacred sites, located in
contested frontier territories. Safavid
refurbishments of the shrine cities were
instrumental in promoting Twelver
Shi’i devotional practices that remain
normative today.
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Both onsite and online via Zoom.
Onsite event includes a glass of wine
before the talk, and a curator’s tour afterwards.
Booking essential as onsite numbers are
limited and subject to Covid-19 restrictions.
Register here
Imam `Alī at the fortress gates,
supported by an angel
Detail from folio from the Book
of Divination (Fālnāma) for Shah
Ṭahmāsp (d. 1576)
Qazvin, Iran, c. 1550
CBL Per 395.2

February
Online Activity
How to Draw Paisley Patterns

Saturday 19 February, 11am
The beautiful boteh is a twisting leaf design
widely used in the textile arts of Iran and India,
and later copied in Europe as the paisley
repeat pattern (named after the Scottish textile
town of Paisley). Follow this tutorial and learn
how to draw your own.
Draw

Live Online Workshop for Teens
Animal Combat

Thursday 24 February, 2.30pm
Using black ink and watercolours, learn how
to draw curvilinear shapes of fantastic animals
and mythical creatures in combat. Bring your
image to life by managing the composition,
concentrating on fluidity and details, and
building up textures.
Design

Live Online Workshop for Families
Fantastic Beasts in Motion

Thursday 24 February, 12 noon
Inspired by the Isfahan study of Mythical
Creatures in Combat, join Heather Gray to
create a book page filled with imaginary
creatures. We will include a wheel in the
centre of the page which allows the animals
to play or fight with each other.
Create

Online Qigong
Connecting with the Sky

Saturday 26 February, 11am
Qigong is a type of active meditation that is
practiced to help clear one’s mind and align
energy. Join us today and connect with the sky
by performing a set of movements including
Holding up the Sky, Clouding Hands and
Separating the Clouds. Feel connected to the
universe around you by noticing moving wind,
chirping birds and the feelings within you.
Meditate

Chester Beatty Museum Guide App
Download the Chester Beatty Museum
Guide app, with audio tours available in
13 languages: English, Irish, Dutch,
French, German, Italian, Polish, Spanish,
Arabic, Turkish, Cantonese, Mandarin,
and Japanese.
Find out more and download
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Become a Friend of
the Chester Beatty
Discover manuscripts, miniature
paintings, prints, drawings, rare books,
and decorative arts in this amazing
Collection. The Chester Beatty
captures much of the richness of
human creative expression from about
2700 BC to the present day. Those
who share a love of this splendid
Collection and an appreciation of
world cultures can follow in Chester
Beatty’s footsteps by joining our
Friends Membership Programme.

Exclusive Range of Benefits
• Exclusive Friends Events: enjoy special
evenings, lectures and trips abroad
• Special Friends discount in the
Silk Road Café and Shop
• Friends Newsletter
• Invitation to the Annual Lecture

Membership starts from €65.
Learn more about our Friends programme;
please visit our website at:
https://chesterbeatty.ie/support/friends-membership/
Email us at friends@cbl.ie or
call 01 407 0759
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Lovers Osome and Hisamatsu (detail)
From Mirror of beauties in jōruri roles
Ichirakutei Eisui
Japan, c. 1795
CBL J 2497

Visitor Information
The safety of our staff and visitors is paramount to
us and we have implemented a number of on-site
measures for you to enjoy your visit in a safe and
friendly environment. Please check our website
for more information on this, our opening hours,
and to explore our current exhibitions. Admission
is FREE, no pre-booking is required. To enhance
your visit, download the Chester Beatty Museum
Guide app, with audio tours now available in
13 languages.

Facilities
Audio tour in 13 languages
Silk Road Café
Gift & Book Shop
Audio-visual presentations
Roof Garden
Wheelchair access
Baby-changing facilities

Cover image:
Crowd scene, detail
from the Book of Kings
(Shāhnāma)
by Firdausī (d. 1022),
painting by
Muḥammad Zamān
Isfahan, Iran, 1675-1676
CBL Per 277.16
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